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READER), | 
" Am not concerned to enquire why other Perſons have 
: given ſuch accounts as they have, of the main Pro- 
poſition /aid down in the Reaſonableneſs of. 
Clriſtianicy, &c. of the Deſign that Author bad in - © 
paBiſhing bis Treatiſe, and of the Reaſon why he ob- 
erved the Method he hath taken to clear and prove the 
grat Point treated of there. It may ſuffice to declare why 

I ipprehend that bus Propoſition, bu Deſign, and the . 
| Reaſon of his Method are very different from what they _ © 
keve repreſented them ; which in ſhort x, becauſe Tl «= *: 
annot help it. The Author of the Reaſonableneſs of f 
: Chriſtianity, &'c. being perfe&# Maſter of his own No- 
p” Zons, hath expreſſed them in ſuch perſpicuous and proper 
| Ferms, I mu#t offer Violence to my own Underſtanding 
2nd Reaſon, to put that Conftruttion on them, which 
ſome have aſſigned them. Ed en __ 
The worthy Author of the Animadyerſions, &c. ha-  : 
== "ing wery particularly related what be took to be the De- 
= ſign, 8c. of the Author of the Reaſonablenels, &c.. o- 


. ?; 


* ad 
« : 
For ay 1 
& 


 caſioned my ſetting down all along as I read bus Account, 
what I conceived was the Deſign, &C. of the aforeſaid Aus: 
' thor 5 and my making ſome Crwiexs on whar te. of 
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Preface to the Reader. 
in anſwer to thoſe Paſſages be quoted out of the. Rea- 
ona Glenols of lt &c. __ _ mow, Wpub- 
ſhed to prompt others to f attentive that EX ce] Yent 
- 'Treati pf” 4 to lake Fn fioe 4 4 7% tive 7 rok £ 
there delivered and becauſe I am perfſwaded that neither 
the Dodrines delivered in the New Tef 
_ Chriſtians, ca» have rheir full Right done t/ chen 
ple do anderfand and entertain the great Poj > 
 #*nthe Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &S*g5« 
| ſerve themſelves under the Influente and Con Lud of it. It 
. & @a Notion, that tends not ſo ruth to 1 ws * ſome Peo- 
ples A mbition, and ſerve their ſeeur 4 ih A ano- 
ther may; But it # more adapted to the Advantage of 
ure. and undefiled Religion, and will | 0 brribute rmte to 
brit ians Growth in Scripture Knowledge, and all God- 
lineſs of lroing, and to their rational rnfort andigood 
Alſarance, ban any other Notion Þ a 
One Now which bath occafiom FY "Many to entertdn a 
' Prejudice apainft the Reatonabli ne of Chriſtfatity, 
er. _— js a 2rohy: Notio} 
eerning thoſe Compoſures ' we call Creeds, viz. Deir 
cyivg rhat all che Articles contained in al, or ſore of 
phe Creeds, are abſolutely neceſſary to be explicitely believed 
G make Mem Chripians Ehrcoving which, 1 ſhall b- 
fave. 
2: That wot one of the Authors we have, who wree 
»» the firft Century afrer Chri#?, doth make any mentin 
of a Creed in their Days. So That we commer bovis ay 
terrains rhat there was any ſuch thing, during the Bib | 
Hndred Years after Chrift, though wt are very ſare thee 
were Chriſtians during rhat ſpace. 
> 2, Creeds were not originally deſigned to relate whi 
art Ficles were abſolutely neteſſary to be explicitely believed 
-  'ro make Min Chriſtians (though - ſome did afterward 
” ” Torn them m© that purpoſe) but to dire the Clergy, an! 
— thoſe whowere ro aloe Chriftians in IO Matters wa Re 
EE - x: "go 


# ath 1] jenr, nor 
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they bave imbibed cone 
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fs what Heads, Points, or Articles and Doin 


bs Apoſt les 'bave raug bt ſuch or ſuch a DoFrine, which 


the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. its that ' * 
Phraſe, with which the worſt of Mers AR fas Voiſe | 


"Piobach & to hs 1 py 


F ach they were to take particular Care to diſcoarſe f 
ſift on in order to their building ud Pelievers an 
oft Holy Faith. Of thi very good Evidence might 
be lags, d from Antiquity, if there were occaſion. 
3. We have no certainty concerning the preciſe Number 


. of the Artitles which did make up the Firſt Creeds. We 


at foe of the Articles that now conſtitute 


the oldeſt Creeds we have any Knowledge of, were not at 
firſt in them, © but were afterwards added on particular 
ae * 


dt Doftrints Veing ones in a Creed, s ſo far from 
making the explicite Belief of it, abſolutely neceſſary to 
make Men Chriſtians, that it dth nat make it an ObjetF 

of Chriſtian Faith. No Do&rine 's an Obje& of Chri- 


ftian Faith, but what Feſws Chriſt or hu Apoſthes have 


.Fatpht. And a Chri ans Faith muſt be grounded on K- 
 Vidence that be or bs A poſt les bave taught it. Now 
the placing of a Do&rine. in a Creed, doth not make 
it a Do&#rine that Chriſt, &c. beve caught, nor doth 
it ſufficiently evidence that they bave taught it, A Chri- 
ftian as ſuch, i not to believe any Dottrine becauſe it us 
in & Creed ; though when be 3s convinced that Chrif}, or 


x placed tn a Creed, be is to believe it. He that ſhoald 
fay that Faion fr occafioned Men's compoſing of Creeds, 
and that the Abuſe of Creeds bath contribated no {mall 
Aſſiſtance to the maintaining and keeping up of Fattio 
would not be wholly disbelieved. Creeds are of greas 
nſe, if they be uſed Jer We may Joy. of « Creed aw 
#he Apoſtle doth of the Law, x Tim. 1. 8. We know 
that it is good, if a Man ule it lawfully. 

I bear that ſome who ( __ a Mind to talk of what 
they do mot underſtand) apply 1 ernſelves fo rail co 
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der the late Reigns, affirming confidently upon the 


own Word, that it 5s contrary to the Church of Eng- 
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pretend to intro- 
Etc gland in oppoſition co ther. Hed 
 _ _ zbeſe People that reſpect for, and would they pay to the 
 ___ Church of England rhar Deference which « due to her, 
they would not proſtitute ber wenergble Name at every 
Zurn, in Imitation of thoſe bad Perſons who neither be- 
lieving in our Bleſſed Saviour, nor in the Living. God, 
2 . do conſtantly prophane their Sacred Names, when ever 
| - they bave a mind to give vent t0 ſome unreaſonable 
___ Paſſuos. SO, 
There #s one thing which ſhould particularly recom 
med the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. zo 
good Chriſtians, and for which they can hardly ſet too 
great a value on it, viz. That it fully reſolves ſome Dif- 
 feeulties in our Saviour's Condutt ( which I think) were 
 wever throughly cleared to the World, till it was pub- 


£ 


liſhed. 
XN — time after the follewing Obſervations were ſent 
| Fo the Preſs, 1 met with ſome Papers writ by Mr. Ed- 
wards, againſt the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of 
- Chriſtianity, ©. and againft my ſelf 5 but to' paſs 
 * them over without ſaying any thing of them, a the 
R_ : m6 Crvility that can be expreſſed to that Writer, 
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Your Faithful Servant, 


s. BOLD. 
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riſtianity, SC. 


Obſervations on 


T cannot be 
fion'may be put upon a very go 

| ful Book: And that what it diſcourſes:of may 

ze repreſented quite contrary to; what: the 

uthor defigned, and hath delivered in moſt intel- 

ppoſite, and plain Exprefſions. | 1 

o pretending to write againſt » Book, he. 

rightly anderſtand, or mis-repreſents, doth 

r6pole/ ati 

that Book, it is very rational to ſuppoſe his 

J ited to Chance, than'to the: Ex- 

udgment, and his certain 

'be conceived that a Rational Pc 
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thing thar'is pertenent in oppoſition to 
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bad what he conceives hath a clear Connection 
with what he directly and immediately 
to be the Subject of his Diſcourſe. Ang 
at ſome diſtance te "aims at the Book het 


yet he mainly defigns to confirm the E 


he lays.down (as he conceives) direal 
chols delivered in that:Book. Bat 1 £ 


ons on both fides are in Trath very well conſiſtent, 


Wha 
La 


|S 


though he doth not apprehend ſo; hecan hardly ot- 
fer any. Conſiderations to weaken the Force, or ex- 

poſe che Truth of *the* Propoſitions advanced by 
' the Author he profeſſeth to oppoſe, bur thoſe very 
Conſiderations will as certainly, wound his own Pro- 
politions,and refle& as unluckily oh them as they can 
on the other : which it willnot be allowed to ſuppoſe 
a wile-and prudent Writer could deſign. Whilſt he 
miſtakes the Author he in Words oppoſech, let him 
confirm and eftabliſh his own Aiſertions ever ſo 
ſtrongly, he dozs not at all diſtreſs what that Au- 
thor hath- indeed Publiſhed. One Man afirms, 
that all the Do&rines which are abſolutely neceſſary to be 
believed to make Men Chriſtians, or to'Salvation, are 
laid dows in the Goſpels ani Afts of the Apoſtles, A- 
nother-profeſieth to oppoleithis, and -therefore lays 
. down, -and: elaborately :endeavours to prove this 
Propoſition, That the Epiftles are part of the Rule of 
Saving Faith. Now both theſe Propoſitions are ve- 


ry true, and conſiſtent ; and whatever Arguments. 


can be produced to prave the latter, -comport- very 


well with che Fruth of the former, andicannot: at. - 


all invalidate, bur may'very much confirm-it. But 

if he who undertakes to prove che latter, do let fall 

Paflages which refle&'on the former -Propoſition, 

, thoſe Paſſages have really che ſame ill Aſpect wich 

Telation to his own Propoſition, they have:to the 0- 

ber. / The-whole amounts to-no more,” than: 3 m_ 
2 20U 


\ 


1y contrary to. 
e-Propoſti- 
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are part of thi 


Epiſtles, Is what 
be beft diſcerned which be the Dofrines that are abſo> 


agree, and; g 


WE 2; 
ſhould declare that all that is abſolutely neceſſary to 


be believed to: make a Man a Chriſtian, or to.Sal- 
vation, _is-delivered in the-Epiſtles. And another 
out *of. a fort.of Zeal'for the Goſpels and the Ads 


ſhould profeſſedly oppoſe that Propofition',, and 
publiſh a: Bopk'to prove that. the Goſpels and As 
iERule of Saving Faich. But when che 
Queſtion is this, ſeeing the Dcctrines abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to be believed ro make Men Chriſtians, -are 
laid down both in the Goſpels and Ads, and in the 
parts fe the New Teſt omen may it 


lutely neceſſary to be believed to make Men Chriſtians 2 
Thers certain Reaſons maybe affigned-why they 
may be better diſcerned by conlulting the Goſpel 
and Acts, than the Epiſtles. 

Peoples miſrepreſenting! a good Book may be de- 
rived from various Originals, as Wilfilneſs, Inad- 


' vertence; Weakneſs, Prepofſleflion, &c. | willnor 


ſuſpect that the Author of” the Animadvrr/ions (lately 
Privned at Oxford) on the Reaſonableneſs of Chrift1a- 
nity as delivered in the Scriptures, hath miſrepreſented 
chat excellent Treatiſe, chrough an Indulgence co 
any thing for which he may be juſtly blamed; be- 
cauſe he writes for the moſt part with f9 much 
Temper, and hath made a Profeil on in the Cloſe . 
of his Preface ſo every. way becoming a_ worthy 
and good Chriſtian. Bur if I underſtand the true 
Meaning of the Author-+of- the Reaſonableneſs of | 
Chriſtianity, &c. as expreſſed in that Treatiſe, it is 
mightily miſrepreſented in-chole Animadverſions, how 
innocent and' harmleſs loever the Author may bein. 
what he has gone; 5 ; 

That I may do both theſe Authors all che Righe [ 
am able, I will. obſerve all along, wherein they'd 
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ve As true, impartial, and ab nat-A_ 
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(4 ) 
Account of the Senſe of the Reaſonableneſi. of Chri: 


' ffianity. as 1 can, in thoſe:Points treated of, eſpeci- 


ally in the Firſt and; Third Parts of: theſe; Animad- 


verſions; and take ſome'notice of what this Author 
hath offered, againſt what he hath altedged ouc of 
the” Reoſonblemeſ of Chriſtianity, 8c; * And that I 
may proceed the more orderly, Ikwill begin my 
Obſervations where the Aurhor-of he Animadver- 
ſions begins his; viz. P. i. of his Preface : : Where 
he declares his Agreement. with the Author of the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. Phat the moſt Ra- 
rional- Means of | ſilencing all Religious Controverſies, is 
to take the Scriptures for the only "Rule of Faith. Tis 
I apprehend is a true” Account” of the Judgmenc 
of the-Author of the Realonabiench of Chriſtiani 
ty, concerning this Matter : And I conceive he a- 
grees with the Author of the Animadverſions, in 
the main of that Reaſon which he hath annexed to 
that Propoſition, Though to expreſs.what I appre- 
hend, a more clear and full Account of the Senſe 
x the Author of the Reaſonableneks of Chriltiani- 


y, &c. I will take the Liberty to- word it in ſome 


Places, otherwiſe than this Author. hath done, and 


toadd-one Paſſage or Clauſe he hath not- inſerted. 
* For there might be ſome probable Grounds to 
* hope for a- happy Concluſion of all Diſputes in 
: * Religion, i alt Parties would joyn ifſue-in this har 

© .no*Chriltian ought. ta: be required to believe any 

*. thing bat what is- injoyned by the clear and ex- | 
* pres Declarations of Scripture, - nor any thing fo - 
© 1njoyned, till-it be-made appear-to him, thar it is | 
$; '>injoyned; ; and that no Chriſtianimay rejeR, or | 
* with-hold his allett from any Article which ap- 
© pears to him to: be plainly delivered-in the Holy | 
adds this, That | 
wiced to: be believed as ab- | 
 lolutely ls 
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- CEL 
ſolutely neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, but 
what is injoyned by the clear and expreſs Declarati- 
f Scripture to be believed for that purpoſe. 


ON < 
"This Clauſe for this Reafon amongſt o- _ 


\nd I ade 
thers, Becauſe whoever impoſeth on People certain 
— Dodrines (ebough the Dodtrines are really Chriſt's 
_ Dodtrines) as abſolutely necefſiry to be believed to 
. make Men Chriſtians, which Chriſt and' his, Apo- 
ſtles have"not declared to be abſolutely neceſſary to 
be'believed to make, Men Chriſtians, doth as really 
advarice a Forty Aubority, and fer it up equally 
. with Chriit's, as he doth who, impoleth any thing 
as a neceſſary partof the Chriſtian Religion, which 
Chrift and his Apoſtles" never made a part of it. 
For notwithſtanding the” DoEtrines which are af- 


firmed 20 Oe rely neceſſary to be believed to 
make mer Chriſtians, be Doarines which Chriſt 
hath taught ; yetif he hath not caught that the Be- 
lief of them” is abſolutely tieceſſiry to make Men 
Chriſtians, but anly requires them to be believed 
| . For other Purpoſes, "che requiring the Belief of them 


r 

as abfolutely neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, 
muſt be built upon a Foundation ahd Authority di- 
Din& from Chriſt's and his Apoſtles ; which there- 
fore at beft can be but Humane' Authority, Till 
this Clauſg } is agreed to, the former Clauſes in the 
Reaſon, Wl not avail much,' to pit a happy Con- 
cluſion to Religious Controverſies. Beſides, I can- 
- | not underftand why the aſſumed Authority of the 
1 feveral Parties may not be yielded" to, for the dect- 
| Cingof particular Controveſies in Religious Mat- 
} ters, as well as for the determining and affizning .. 
| what Points are to bs be believed in order to any 
/ | Peoples being Chriſtians, I leave it to others to en- 
t | quire how much, Men's aſſuming Authority to im- 
- | poſe certain of Chriſt's Dodrines, without his War- 

7 > — 


#240 


rant, as abſolutely neceſſary to be believed, to make 
Men Chriſtians, hath contributed to their Stretch, 
 iog the like Authority further, even, to. xe ſome 
2k Parts of the Criſtian Religion, v whicn 
and his Apoſtles have.nat authorized, 
famouſly Sons] in the Chorch of ones and Ar $ 
in ſome degree, in moſt of the Parties: truly — 
Proteſtant. It may be ealy to proye:to thoſe who 
are Chriſtians, that they are to believe ſuch or ſuch 
Doarines, by ſhewiag them plainly that Chriſt Je- 
fas, whom they. have received to be their Lord, 
hath caught them. _ But, when we require, thoſe who 
are not Chriſtians to believe them, .as abſolucely ne- 
ceflary. to make them Chriſtians,. we.mult under. 
take to prove to them, the Truth of thoſe Doerines 
by ſome other Medium than Chriſt's Authority. For 
ie cannot ratianally . be expected-that.- Fe $254 who 
do not believe Jeſus to be the Meſſi ah;or the Chriſt, 
will aſſentto, believe, and receive Doarine, meer- 
ly becauſe he, they. do not believe to be the Chriſt, 
ghi n._/ nd. when they are .brought ta 
believe that Jeſus is the Me iah, ſo as ro takehim for 
their Lord and King,. if that. do. not confticute them 
Chriſtians, it willnot ſuffice to make them Chriſti- 
ans, to prove to them that Chriſt hath taught ſuch 
or {ach Dodrines, which therefore they. muſt be- 
lieve, but it muſt be proved to them, that that ſane 
Telus hath taught that theſe ſame Do&rines are abſo- 
lately neceſſary to bt believed ro make them Chri- 


ve 


ſtians, unleſs their believing this Bratch upon ſome |. 


other Authoricy will ſerve the turn ; And if that will | 
do the Buſineſs, why may they not be required to | 
believe that Jeſus is the Meſſiah upon the ſame Au- | 
thoricy : 2 and conſequently all the other Dodrines | 
the ſaid Authority ſhall be pleaſed to avouch ? The | 
Difference is not much j in rational Diſcourſe, _ 

; ther | 
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ther a Perſon. pabiemin; A cartels Do&rine to be 
Chriſt's, which | he, never taught, upon: the Teſti- 


mony of ſuch. a Perſon, or:Church ; or whether he 
believes a- Dodrine Chriſt. hath certainly taught, 
to be abſolutely. neceſſary to a. certain} Purpoſe, 
which Chriſt never _declargd- co: be abſolutely :ne- 
ceſſary to, that purpoſe, -upon the ſame Teſti- 
mony Or Auchoricy. 'For the Ground, | Foundz- 
tion, and Reafon of the Belief-in both Cafes: is 
the very ſame, and is an Authority diſtin& from 


Chriſt's. _ | 1 | 
In the next_;place,. che Author of the Animad- 


verſ ons relates, what he chought was the main De- 
{gn of the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of. Chri- 


ſtianity, &«. :in theſe: Words : © The maiff Deſign 
* which the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chii- 
© ſtianity, &c. ſeems to have had, is, to lay down 


* ſuch a Scheme of Faith only; as he finds delivered 


© in Scripture; and not to. reſt ſatisfied wich thoſe 
. CalleRions of Articles, which are cobe met with i in 
the common Syſtems, without any ſufficient war- 
rant from Scripture. I will-keep as near as I can 
co this Authar's: Words, in relating what I conceive 
to be the Truth touching this Matter. The main 
Deſign of che Author of the Reaſonablenels of Chri: 
ſtianity, &c. ſeems to have had, as to one, main 
part of his Book, was to lay down ſuch a Scheme 
of thoſe. matters of. Faith only, that are abſolutely 

neceflary to be believed co make a Man a Chriſti: 
ſtian, as he found. delivered: in the Scripture ;. bur 


oF 8 Oh 


not to lay down ſuch a Scheme of- thoſe Matters of 
Faith, as he found in Scripture, which any Man 
afrer he is a Chriſtian, may be neceflarily obli- 


ged to Believe: The Reaſon why the Author 


of the Reaſonableneſs did -not- reſt ſatisfied with - 
thoſe Colle&ions of Articles which are. to.. be 


B SC. | met 


Bt» 


(8) þ 
met with in the common Syſtems doth not appear | 
to be, becauſe all or moſt, or:perhaps'any of the 
Articles in-ſome of thoſe Syſtems were without any 
ſufficient Warrant from Scripture: * Though it may 
be, the. Compoſers of thoſe Syſtems might aſlert 
ſomething concerning ſeveral of thoſe: Articles, for 
which there might-not be any ſufficient Warrant 
from Scripture. There might be ſufficient Warrant 
from Scripture for the Articles themſelves; and not | 
the like - Warrant" for every thing thoſe Authors | 
might deliver concerning them. . But the Reaſons 
why he was not ſatisfied with thoſe Colle&ions ſeem 
to. me co:'be, 1. Becanſe thoſe Colle&tions did not 
agree ; fome of them conſiſting of more, ſome of 
fewer Articles, and thoſe which had the greateſt 
number, left out ſome of the Articles which were 
infilted/ on, or inſerted in another. 2. Becauſe it 
was pretended by the Compoſers of thoſe Syſtems, 
or their Followers, or both, that all the Articles col- 
lected into thoſe Syſtems were neceſſarily to be be- 
lieved to make Men Chriſtians. Now according |} 
to. that Notion, what certainty conld there be, who 
were Chriſtians, or to be admitted and owned as 
ſuch ? whilſt there was ſo great a Diſagreement | 
concerning-the Articles which were abſolutely ne- 
ceifary to be believed to make Men Chriſtians ? 
For thoſe who were- Chriſtians according to the *Þ. 
Compoſers and followers of one Syſtem, were not 
Chriſtians according to the Followers of another, 
becauſe they wanted ſomething in their Judg- 
ment, -ablolutely neceſſary to make them Chri- 
. ſtians. The Deſign of thoſe who write Syſtems of 
Chriſttan Divinity (1 apprehend) ſhould be to col- 
e thoſe Articles which are mainly inſiſted on in | 
the New Teſtament, and to which moſt or all that is - 
celivered in thols Sacred Writings may be perti- | 
ET 7 . "> "Ry I 
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nently and conveniently reduced, together with atx 
account of the principal chings there taught, con- 
cerning thoſe Articles. And if the Compoſers of. 
Syſtems did carefully diſtinguiſh the Articles thoſe 


Sacred Writings teach, are abſolutely neceſſary ta 


be believed to make men Chriſtians, . from thoſe 
which are ol great Moment to be known'and belie- 
ved by them who are already Chriftians, I am of 
Opinion,” the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 


ftianity would: not chink their doing ſo, any Ble- 


miſh to cheir Syſtems, and that he would not be 
diſſatisfied with any of thoſe Articles of which 
their Syſtems ſhould confift, nor with any thing. 
they ſhould ſay concerning thoſe Articles, which 
had ſufficient warrant from Scripture. 
© Andto this end (faith the Author of the A- 
nimadverſions) he has run through the Gofpels and 
Acts to diſcover upon what Terms our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who firſt founded, and his Apoſtles, who 
- afcerwards built up Chriſtianity, admitted Men 
into that Religion. DD 
'Anſw. The Author of the Reaſonablenefſs of Chri- 
ſtianity finding fo great aDiſagreement amongſt the 
Writers of Syſtems, concerning the Articles which 
muſt neceſſarily be believed to make Men Chriſti- 
ans, did betake himſelf 70 the ſole reading of the Scrip- 
tures, to diſcover upon what Terms our bleſſed 'Sa- 
viour, and his Apoſtles did admic 'Men for Diſciples. 
or Chriſtians, or did own them to be Chriſtians : 


AA a a _ aA _4Yv 


And upon his having made an attentzve and unbiaſſed 


Search throughout the Scriptures, upon what Terms 

they admitted Men into the Chriitian Religion ; 

he fannd that what thoſe Terms were, were beſt 

tobe difcerned in the Goſpels and Ads of che Apo- 

poſtles ; and for that Reaſon, confined himſelf in his 

giving an account of thoſe Terms, to the Tegoert 
we = 


and exa Relations which ; are given of them in thoſe 
parts of the New Teſtament... __ 
© And (faith the Author of the Animadrerſi ons) 
© having declared at large. all that he can find requi- 
© red by them to make a Man a Chriſtian, - which 
© he cells us was only the believing Jeſus to be the 
© Meſſiah; he. .concludes,. that nothing ought co be 
© made neceſſary to be believed now, which was 
©not-ſlo then; nor any Articles impoſed, upon us, 
- * which were not injoyned. in order to. Salvation, 
jn thoſz parts of Scripture which he has confi der- 
ee "which alone, according to him, declare the 


: Conditions upon which Men are denominated Be- 


© levers or Chriliians. | 
' Anſw: The Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 


ſtianity having ſhewn at large, that Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles did not require any thing to be belie- 
ved as "abſolutely neceſſary, to, make a Man who be- 
lieved in the only;True and. Living God, a Chriſti- 
an, but only this, that Jeſus was the Meſſiah : -He 
concluded that nothing ought now to. be impoſed 
on Men, as abſolutely. neceſlary to be believed to 
make Men Chriſtians, which is not injoyned as ab- 
folutely neceſſary. co be believed 1n order to Salvati- 
on, in the Goſpels and As, in which parts of 
Scripture, the Conditions upon which Men are de- 
nominated Believers or Chriftians,are beſt ro be diſ- 
cerned. But I do not remember that he doth any 
where ſay, that the Goſpels and Adts are the Parts 
of Scripture, which alone declare the Conditions 
upon which Men are denominaced Bclievers or 
Chriſtians. He doth expreſly declare, that the Ar- 
ticles neceſſarily to be believed to make Men Chri- 
ftians, dre to be found in the Epiſtles. Reeſonab. 


4 Chriſtianity, 8. p 295. 
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*, This way of exadia_s our Faith by the Sadie 
c ture (faich the Author of the . Animadverſians) 
* had been an unexceptionable method for fixing the 

© meaſure of-it, if he had omitted no Articles which 

© are there made. AS. neceſſary, to be believed by all 
\* Chriſtians, as what is obſerved in his Treatiſe, 

Anſw. The Method then obſerved by the Author 
of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, ps was un- 
exceptionable for;the fixing the FEE of Faith; 

fo far as he was inquiring after it ; -viz., what Arti: 

ticles are abſolutely neceilary to be believed to make 
a Man a Chriſtian (not what Articles may be ne- 
ceſſary to be believed. by.all, or any who ate alſea. 
dy Chriſtians) provided. he did not-omit any Arti- 
cles which the Scripture makes abſolutely neceſſary 
to be believed to make a Man.a Chriſtian. And if 4 
hach-omitted any:ſuch Article, that. may be a good. 
Exception againſt his Colle#;on, but” not againſt his 
Method. . But had he colle&ed a certain Number of 
Articles delivered in ing Scripture, proper to be be- 
| lieved by them who are'Chrittians, and then affirm- 
ed that every one who is, or ever ſhall be a Chciſti- 
an, mult neceſſarily, explicitely believe every one of 
them, and no Chiiſtian muſt believe any more; I 
think there would have been very juſt Ground I 
have excepted againſt his Collection, how unexcep- 
tionable ſoever his way, of examining cur Faith had 
been ; unleſs he could have proved that eyery Chri- 
ſtian ſhall have both Capacity to underſtand every 
one of them, and Space enough to be convinced 
that every one of them is delivered in Scripture. Mz- 
ny more Articles may be neceſlary to be believed by 
ſome Chriſtians than may be neceilary to be believed. 
by other Chriſtians ; becauſe ſome may attain to the © 
Knowledge of more Articles, and that they are de- 
livered in Scripture; chan many other very good 
- Chriſtians 


EE Fay I2 ON” —, 
Chriſtians can. The Author of the Reatotiabionel 
of Chriſtianity, &c. appeats to b-'a Perſon, whoſe 
ſtanding and Charity are of. a different 
from theirs, who are for Perfons fwallowing At 
cles of Faith, as ſome People do Pills, a preciſe 
Number - (becauſe ſaid co be taken outof ſuch a Box, 
or of ſuch a Perſons preſcribin "2M to. make their O- 
peration certain, withoor{Met ndi er What 
they are made of, or for what particular Reaſons 
they are to be adminiftred. - 

C For that there are others're; aired evento make 

© a Man a Chriſtian in thele' pares of- Sacred 
© Writ, from whence he hath extracted his Article 
© of Faith, is (ſaith the Author of the Animadver- 
* fions) what I purpoſe to make appeat in the fol- 
© lowing Obſeryatiofis. _ 
 Anſw. Prove from any. part of the New Teſta- 
ment that there are other Articles diſtin& from 
thoſe the Author of the Reafonableneſs of Chriſti- 
- anity doth infiſt on, ' which are raught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſttes to be abſolutely necel[ary to be be- 
lieved to: ak a Man a Chriftian, you do your 
buſineſs as wp eg, £ as if you prove ir from the 
Goſpels and As. Butthis Author intends'ro prove 
"more than this, not only that there are more Do- 
Erines in the Goſpels and Ads abſolutely neceſſary 
to be believed to make Men Chriſtians, than the 
Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity hath 
ſee down in his Treatiſe; bit that there are Do- 
arines in the Epiſtles, which are not in the Goſpels 
and the Ads; which yet are abſolutely neceſſary 
to be explicitely believed to make Men Chriſtians ; 
as app aſs from theſe following Words: 

"© Ac allo to ſhew that there are ſome diſtin Ar- 


j ticles from what are I:t down in the Goſpels and 
| * Acts 
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* As, delivered:in the Epiſtles, that are abſolutely 
* neceſſary to be believed to-Salyation. - 

w. Here this Author undertakes to ſhew, not 
are Axtictes in- the Epiſtles diftin& from 
all which: are. ſet-down in the dy and Aas, 
which may be neceſſary: to. be believed to Salvati- 
on ; for both theſe; Authors agree As.co that: Buc 
that theſe. diſtin& Articles are. abſolutely necellary 
to be explicitely. helieved to. make Men Chriſtians, 
or to Salvation.”'$o that ſhould aPerſon upon found 
Conviction, heartily yield up himſelf. wichout any 
Reſervation, unto. Jeſus Chriſt, - as the Meſſiah; 
and unfeignedly receive bim for his Lord, to be ab- 
ſolutely governed by. him; yea, ſhould ſincerely 
follow his Conduct as long. as he lives, and having 
attained the Knowledge of. all the Articles taughe 
in the Goſpels and Acts, does firmly aflent to, and 
believe every one of t em, and as ſuch uſe of 
them as Chriſt. requires ,/ in ſhore, chovgh he re- 
pents truly of his Sins, turns. to the: Lord heartily, 
and cleaves unto him wich purpoſe of Heart all his 
Days, yet happening to die before he doth explicite- 
ly know and believe theſe diſtin Articles delivered 
in the Epiſtles, he is: no Chriſtian, nor can poſ- 
ſibly be "way notwithſtanding his being ignorant 
of them cannot ' juſtly be imputed to him as his 
Fault. This is a Notion which muſthe very clear- 
ly. proved from, Scripture, before I can ſubwig oO, 
and aen] ict. This Point, the Author of the A- 
nitgadverſions undertakes:to prove. He tell us : 

* Inanſwer to that Aﬀestion of our Author, that 
* it is not inthe Epiſtles-chat we are, to. learn what 
4 are the Fundameneal Articles of Faich, wich lome 
* others of the like Narvre. 


IL 


A Vinditation 
noe-to-Jook' for Proots of their Divine Authority, 
that being acknowledged on both fides, or 'if we 
ind any 


CARD de 


Anſw. The author of the Reaſonableneſs a Chri- 
ſtianicy doth not ſay the Fun 
Faich, viz. thoſe Articles which-are abfolucel: 

ceſſary co be'believed to' make'Men' Chril lahs, are 
not in "the Epiſtles, but he faith they are there; yet 
what they are may be beſt-diſcerned in the Goſpels 
and Ads: Firft Vindication of »he Reaſonableneſs T, Ree: 
P. 14- - This Point-is ſo fully cleared, and ſtrongly 
Aiſcourſed" in'his Second Vindication,p. 132,133,134-the 
Reaſon of Mankind I think can raiſe no'colourable 
Obje&ion againſt it ; I ſhall refer che!Reader thither 
for a thorough underſtanding 'of the Matter, and 
perfe&t Satisfaction concerning 'it ; unleſs what this 


Author hath undertaken in his: Animadverſi ons can 


be proved, wiz. That there ate certain Articles in 
the Epiſtles which are not in'the Goſpels and: Acts, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to 
make Men Chriſtians. Tf this'can- be proved, then 
ie will beplain, that it is'in the Epiſtles that we muſt 


neceſſarily look for ' fome of choſe Articles, which 


are neceſſarily to'be believed to make Men Chriſti- 


ans, for then they are not all to:be found in the. 


Goſpels, and in the Acts, and it will be 1in vain to 
look hoe them all there, where they are not all to be 


found.” 


© Which is the won (Faith the Author of the 
© Animadverfions) that I give the Title of a Vin- 
* dication of the Epiſtles to the former part of thefe 
\ Papers. 

Anſw. The former Part of theſe Aninadverſ ons 
being defgned' to anſwer the Reaſon why-the Title, 
7 of | the” Epiſtles," is given to'it, we are 


thing of that Nature there, how uſeful ſo- 
er the ſaid Conſiderations may be, with Relation 


amental Articles of 


co. 
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to that. Matter, it is all beſides the preſent” purpoſe, 
which 1s to prove that'the Epiſttes were writ for this 
very-.purpoſe,' viz. + ro acqtiaint People with other 
Articles than what are fet down in the Goſpels and 
Ads, which are abſolutely neceſfary to he believed 
ro make Men Chriitians ; or at leaſt, that there are 
ſuch Dodtrines delivered in the Epiſtles. If there 
be any thing then in this Firſt part of the Animad- 
verſions which belongs nor to one of theſe Points, 
it is fo far foreign to-the preſtnt Debate. 
This Author ſeems to ſuggeſt in che Third Page 
of his Preface, by placing my Name in the Mar- 
gin, thar. I have given ſuch an Account of the de- 
fign the' Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &'c. had 
1n publiſhing his Treatiſe, as is not confiltent with 
that Account the Author himſelf hath given of 
the Deſign he had therein, in the Sixth Page of his 
Firlt Vindication, where he faith he chiefly deſigned 
it for thoſe who were not throngbly «nd firmly Chriſtians. 
* Of which, ſaith this Author, I find no Intimation 
* in the Treatiſe ic fel But a Perion may find it 
m the. Title, eſpecially after the Author hath mind- 
ed him in the fame Place, that he is to learn from 
the Title, for whom he chiefly intended it; and 
hath in his Second V indication manifeſted how pro- 


Per the Title was to furnith 'the' Reader with a true 


and;quſt Account of the Perſons for whom his Trea- 
tiſe was' chiefly defigned;” "The Account T gave of 
his Deſign, it's true, was different fron that the 
Author hatch given of -his Deſign in the Place quo- 
ted ;. butic is very conſiſten; with his : For he gives 
an: account of the Perſons for whom he chiefly de- 
ſigned his Treatiſe : I gave an Account” of the prin- 
cipal Point he deſigned to prove and*clear in that 
Treatiſe: | Bur I do: not rewember that I any where. 
ſaid, that That was bis only Deſign, what: OOF Nees 
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this Awhor had to Do that 7 believe high to be bis 
only Deſign, nor that I have-declared that I had con- 
ſidered his, Treatiſe with very: great Care and Appli- 
cation ; though this. Author is pleaſed to lay thoſe 
Bork to my. Charge. ' 
©. © This Author alſo obſerves, That I am of Opi- 
© nion, that there is nothing more required to make 
y a Man a Chriſtian, than the believing Jelas to be 
© the Mefliah. 
Anſw. T acknowledge I have expreſſed my ſelf to 
this purpoſe, That nothing-is required as abſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to make a Man a Chriftian 
but this, that Jeſus is the Mefſfah; and that a due 
believing that Jeſus is the Mefſi ah, is the Faith 
which doth conſticute or make a Man a. Chriſtian. 
And the Reaſon why I expreſſed my Opinion in 
that manner was, becauſe:Mr. Edwards did ſuppoſe 
the Belief of the True and Living God, and San 
exprefly excluded the Conſideration of that Article 
- out of the Diſcourſe ; though whether he had rea- 
ſon to do lo, . with Relation to the Author of the 
Reaſonablenels of Chriſtianizy, may be fully ſeen 
Aa Author's Second Vindication cf his Trea- 
>; - 
* But had he (adds this Author) given himſelf a 
© lictle more leiſure to conſider into Sin Faith he 
© himſelf was baptized, and into what he bapti- 
© zZzs: others, he muſt have acknowledged that che 


« explicite believing ih Father and Holy Ghoſt, is 


© as. much'required of every one nieces into Chri- 

£ * ſtianity,. as believing Jeius to be the Meffiah: For 
* the Faith in the Holy Trinity has always been re- 

* quired in,ordec to-Bapriſm. 

_ Anſw. Whether this Author, or L have given 


we were baptized, or others are to be baptized, I 
cannot 


uri (elves. molt; leiſure -to conſider i into. what. Faith 
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cannot tell, but I ſuſpe& my Apprehenſions con- 
cerning Baptiſm, are not in every reſpe& the ſame 
with his : which of us hath conſidered the Matter 
with moſt exactneſs is nor to be determined by me: 
nor can the Reader make a juſt Deciſion of the 
Point, whilſt I reſerve my own Thoughts to my 
ſelf; which I continue to do, that no Addition may 
be made to the Points now in diſpute. Bur though 
I acknowledge the Faith in the Trinity, or the ex- 
plicice Belief of 'the Docrine of the Holy Trinity 
is as much required of every one who is initiated 
into Chriſtianity, when they underſtand chat Jeſus 
Chrilt hath caught it, as the explicite Belief of any 
other Doctrine they know he hath taught, is, or 
can be; and that the Perſon who 1s to adminitter 
Baptiſm to others, ought explicicely to believe the 
Dodrine of the Holy Trinity; yet I am very far 
from being certain that every one who 1s 70 be #ni- 
Trated into Chriſtianity, muſt neceilaiily explicitely be- 
lieve the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity. I am not 
yet convinced that Jeſus Chriſt or his Apoſtles did 
ever require the explicite Belief of the Do&rine of 
the Holy Trinity , as abſolutely neceſfary in every 
Perſon who was to be Baptized. It may be my Q- 
Pinion, that a Perſon cannot be a Chriitian, with- 
out- partaking of the gracious Influences of the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt (wherein I may perhaps 
differ from ſome worthy, learned and *good Men, 
as much as I may from this worthy Author about 
the Point of Baptiſm). Bur I do not perceive any 
Ground to conclude that a Perſon's pertaking of their 
gracious Influences, doth neceſlarily depend on his 
explicite knowing and believing all char Jeſus Chriſt 
hath revealed ard taught, concerning the Father, 
S0n, and Holy Ghoſt, _ 


+ © Ine 
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A, OM 
© Indeed (faith this Autbor) at the firſt, Me 
© might be denominated Chriftians upon the bare 
* believing Jeſus to be the Meflias ; yet when there 
-was more revealed concerning him,- and conſe- 
© quently a larger Faith required, they could no 
© more have continued Chriſtians, it they had not 
© believed this alſo, than if they had ſtill been alto- 
« gether Unbelievers. 5g 
Anſw. The Queſtion here will be, whether Men 
might at firſt be cruly and juſtly denominated Chri- 
ſtians, upon the bare believing Jeſus co be the Mel. 
fiah? I chink the bare believing Jeſus to be the Mel- 
fiah, was not at any time enough to denominate 
Men truly Chriftians: but that'believing him to be | 
the Mefliah, fo as to take him for their Lord, King, | 
and Ruler, was at firſt abſolutely neceſſary to make, | 
and fo denominate them truly Chriſtians. And ſuch | 
" a believing him to be the: Mefliah, I1 think, will 
* make Men Chriſtians to the end of the World. But 
> to ſpeak ſtrictly and properly, it is the due believing 
of Jeſus to be the Mefliah (which conſiſts in Mens 
believing him to be the Mefliah, fo as to take him 
for their abſolute Lord and King) which makes or 
conſtitutes Men Chriſtians. And it is their pro- | 
fefling of this Faith, that denominates them Chri- | 
ftizns. When more Articles of Faith were revealed, | 
and thoſe. who profeſſed themſelves to be Chriſtians, |. 
did know they were -revealed, and it was known, | 
that they did underſtand that Jeſus Chriſt had re- | 
vealed or taught them, they could not juſtly retain ;} . 
the Denomination of Chriſtians, if they did not | 
own and acknowledge their Belief of them ; not | 
becauſe the Belief of theſe Dodrines was ablolute- | 
ly neceſſary to continue them Chriſtians, but be- 
cauſe their retuſing to acknowledge them, when it 
was known they underſtood that that Jeſus they | 
P97] 
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profeſſed to have received for their Lord, had 

caught them, was a Demonſtration that they did 20 

not ſincerely take him. for their Lord; and fo had 

not that Faith * which was abſolutely neceſfary to 
make them Chriſtians. It was not their believing 
theſe new Articles, which did continue them Chri- 
ſtians, butthat did further Evidence they were Chri- 
_ ftians, or did really believe what was abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to be believed to make them Chriſtians. 

The continuanceof that Faith which makes a Man 

a Chriſtian, continues him a Chriſtian z not his 
obtaining a new ſort of Faith, or ating and exert- 

ing the aforeſaid Faith regularly, with relation to 

new ObjeRs, as they come to be propoſed to, and 
underſtood by him. | 
This Author makes one Obfervation more on 

what I have writ, which is to this Effect, That I 

have been a little too haſty in exprefling my Opi- 

nion of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. in 

the Words ſet down in the Two and Fiftieth 
} , Page of my Animadverſjons. The Reaſon he al- 
ſigns for this Obſervation, is delivered in theſe 
Words, Pref. p; 4 * Since, I ſuppoſe, -he will hard- 
 * Iy deny that Mr: Hobs writ within that ſpace, 
| © who maintained the very fame Affercion. 

_Anſw. T &o not deny that Mr. Hobs writ within 
theſe Sixteen Hundred Years; but that he maintain- 
\. ed che very ſame Point maintained in the Rea- 
fonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. is more than I can ai- 


| 

i © firm. I received fo early, ſach a Character ot 
 Mr.FHhbss Writings from my aged Tutor, the Learn 
| ed Mr. Lawſon , as created in ime fuch an'Averiſion 
{ to that Author's Books, I do not remember thac 


| ever Tread half a Score Pages of any thing Mr. Hovs 
| hath publiſhed.' But I dare fay, if Mr. Hos bathe, 
| maintained this very ſame Aﬀercon that is main= 
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tained in the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 85C. wiz. 
that the believing that Jeſus is the Meffiah, ſo 
as to- take him heartily for our Lord and- King, is 


| all thar Jeſus and-bis Apoſtles required as abſolutely 


neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, who did believe 
in the True and Living God, he maintained a very 
great and important Truth : And.if he never pub- 
liſhed any Notion leſs true, and lefs uſeful than that, 
he Eould not juſtly fall under the Cenſure of any of 
thoſe who have employed their Pens againſt him. 
But if Mr. Hobs, or any other Perſon had writ on 
this, or any other Subje&t, a Book that was abſo- 
lacely the beſt chat has been publiſhed this Sixteen 
Hundred Years, the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, STC. 
may for all chat, be juſtly reputed one of the be#t 
Books which hath been publiſhed within that Space ; 
and this, for the Reaſons I laid down in the Cloſe 
of my Animadverſions, which I conceive are of 
that Nature, they cannot be invalidated.by the bare 
mentioning of Mr. Hobss Name. And if I am not 
miſtaken, the latrer Reaſon this Author gives why 
he needed not to refle& any further upon any thing 


I had propounded, wiz. .* becauſe there does noc 


* ſeem to be any thing very material, which was 

© not before obſeryed in ;he Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 

© ftianity, &c. or the Author's Vindication of it, 

doth in ſome meaſure juſtify the Character I gave of 

that excellence Treatiſe, For certainly it cannot be 

a Blemiſh to a Treatiſe, that it diſcourſes ics Sub- 
j:& ſo clearly and fo fully, that very material An- 
{wers may be brought from the Treatiſe ir ſelf, co 
whatſoever is produced by way of Objection againſt 
17. Some Authors write aſter ſuch a rate, their own 
Books may be pertinently made uſe of to confute 
th2ir Notions. But the Author of rhe Reaſonableneſs 
of Chriſtianity, &c, (whoever he is) ſcems to mo 
+ (1115S 
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this peculiar Excellency and Advantage, that he 
treats the Points he diſcourſes of in ſuch a- manner, 
he fully anſwers his Adverſaries, before they can 
make their Objedions publick. I write not to juſti- 
fie my ſelf or any one elſe in Errors or Miſtakes, 
but to vindicate, and clear (if I can) diſguiſed 
Truth, and wrong'd Innocence, and let thoſe who 
are \contrary minded, know, I cannot be of their 
Judgment - till they produce' other kind of Argu- 


ments againſt the Book they profeſs they oppole, 


than are'fully' anſwered in that Author's Writings, 
which they knew were publick, before theirs were 
offered to common yiew. And though there is no- 
thing very material in theſe Papers, which has not 
been obſerved beforein the Writings of the Author 
of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. I ſhall not 
account that a juſt Prejudice againſt themr : For if 
the Anſwers here propounded be very material to 
what is alledged againſt :he Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt ia- 
nity, 8c. it cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed that the 
Objections inſiſted on, ſhould be of any great weight 
with me. And my deriving the Anſwers from that 
Authors Writings, I hope may paſs with Perſons of 
Candor, Reaſon and Diſcernment, for ſome juſtif+ 
cation of the Value I ſet on the Reaſonableneſs of 
ans'7 "CE: | 
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Obſervations on the Vindication of 
the Epiſtles. 


THIS Author begins his Animadverſions with 
-4 that Part to which he gives this Title, 4 Yin- 
dication of the Epiſtles: .. And he enters on this Pare 
with afligning Two Realpns why ihe Reaſonableneſs 
of Chriſtianity © doth not (as he ſaith) give ſuch Sa- 
tisfaction to an inquiſitive Mind, as might pre- 
vent all Exception againſt it,” whether. it was de- 
ſigned for the Benefit of thoſe who were not 


throughly and firmly Chriſtians, or to be a gene- 
ral Rule of Faith to all forts of Men ? | 
Anſw. That Author's Deſign was to give a elear 
and diſtin& Account of what Articles or Docrines 
are abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to make Men 
Chriſtians: And the Treatiſe gives me full Satisfa- 
&ion concerning this Matter ; becauſe it lays down {| 
all char Jeſus Chriſt and. his Apoſtles have declared ; 
to be thus neceſlary, and nothing but what they |! 
have declared to be ſo. And his giving fo full and 
| large Proof, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles did require - 
the Belief of the Articles he hath laid down, and 
did not require the Belief of any other Article, as 
ablolutely neceflary to make Men Chriſtians, ren- 
dered his Treatiſe. very proper to be publiſhed for 
the Benefit of thoſe who were not througbly and firmly 
Chriſtians, For nothing can tend more to the Bene- 
nefit of ſuch Perſons, than a clear, diſtin&, fulland 
true Information of what is abſolutely neceſlary to 
be believed by them, in order to their being Chris 
ſtians. What this Author underſtands by 4 General : 
TOs Rule |} 


7 AQ A _ eO 


& oe \ 


. 


: 


J aL EE oniainng SI IE need ET... "Y F , POS SIS 8 
< OF 00: TORE; - ns 1 at a7 "wes ER IN OE WITTE 
$I RES GM ES EE ES ai att dti RT I A ene D nt has Ser As Ede > . 
PR 4 I Ln Feet SH! Ke EN REN neS ot CN ole Sagas x EA " 3 PO OO OS RN , "_ 
6 An. ut ' $ 4 2-2 - $*<X2 Rs I LE TG RL OST te ud Bogen LIED" FEI - p " 
. , 7 > TE 4 : I me db IBF; TS ON WY 7 Wo Os PE NE EE IIITY 
& Mo OY bene Sor LESS; AE. £ & LP Fant 1002 ES OI, OS Oo COS IE 2 NS 
: 4 2. Rene 25 SEP ' * v GERI II EIT Ne. oo Conran, 5 "> 
- 4 4 Tu Y : « 
Jt” 8; 
* 
Foe 
4 
. 
- x 
£ 
p 
= 
4 


Rule of Faith to all forts of den, T do not know. 
The whole New Teſtament is the General Rule of 
Faith to all Chriſtians, as the Author. of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. hath declared, And 
the Doctrines he hath inſiſted on, are the Dorines 
abſolutely neceflary to be believed by thoſe who are 
- not Chriſtians, to make them Chriſtians, - © 
The Firſt Reaſon this Author gives why the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. does not ſeem 
co give Saasta&tion to an inquiſitive Mind is, © be- 
© Caulz it introduces a new Scheme of Belief, in 
© Oppoſition to the anciently received Doctrine of 
* the Church. SO, 
Anſw. Here I mult obſerve, it is not oppoſite to 
the mo#b anciently recetyed Doftrine of the Church : Be-_ 
cauſe it- is the very fame Scheme Jeſus Chriſt 
introduced, and his Apoſtles conſtantly kept to, in 
admitting of Unbelievers into the Church. 
His Second Reaſon is, © Becauſe it doth not an- 
* Iwer the full Senſe and Intent of Revelation, which 
* is the only Reaſon and Meaſure of our Faith. 
| Anſw. Here I muſt obſerve, it doth anſwer the 
full Senſe and Intent of Revelation, as to what the 
Author of the Reefonableneſs of , Chriſtidnity was 1n- 
quiring after: Pecauſe it delivers all that Revela- 
tion requires to be believed as abſolutely neceſſary 
to make Men Chriſtians; and we are not to infilt 
on any thing: as abſolutely nzceſfary to be believed 
to make Men Chriſtians, but what Revelation, the 
only Reaſon and Meaſure of our Faith, 1n this Caſe, 
doth declare is abſolutely neceſſary to be believed 
to that end. Whoever affirms any Doarine (tnovgh 
the Dodrine ic ſelf is revealed) is abſolutely neceſ- 
fry tobe believed to make a Man a Chriſtian, which 
Revelation doth not declare to be fo,. affirms ie 
without Reaſon (according to this Authors own Ar- 
| 4 euing) 


& Ap. a6 <a 


puing) becauſe Revelation. is the-only Reafon why 
we are to affirm any Do@trine is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to be believed to this purpoſe; and fo he goes be- 
 yond the onlye Meaſure of our Faith in this Martter. 
The Reaſon why we are to infift on ſuch or ſuch 
Doctrines as abſolutely neceſſary to: be believed to 
make Men Chriſtians, is, becauſe . Revelation re- 
quires the Belief of them as abſolutely neceſſary to 
make Men Chriſtians, not barely becauſe the. Do- 
rines are revealed; for then every Doctrine which 
15 revealed muſt be abſolutely neceflary to be expli- 
Citely believed to make a Man a Chriſtian, becauſe 
the Reaſon afligned for the Particulars we are mind- 
ed to inſiſt on, extends to every particular which is 
revealed, and obliges as much to every one, as to 
any one. For make your Catalogue as large as you 
will, it you leave out any one Dodtrine, or any 
Branch of it, that is revealed, your Catalogue can- 
not poflibly anſwer the full Senſe and Intent of Reve- 
lation, unleſs a defective, partial Scheme of Faith, 
can anſwer the full Senſe and Intent of Revelation ; 


or ſome parts of Revelation have no Senſe, and 
were revealed for no purpoſe or Intent : Both which 
are equally uncapable of' Proof, and altogether un-. 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe. 
This. Author declares, p. 4. what ic is he under- 
' takes to prove in this Firfttpart of his Book. His 
Words are theſe : * It ſhall be my buſineſs in the 
* Firſt Place, to prove that there are Dodrines in 
* the Epiſtles, diſtin& from thoſe delivered in the 
Golpels or Ads, which are as abſolutely neceſ\- 


6 er TS 


© On; That. is, in ſhort, that there are Dodtrines in 
the Epiltles diſtin& from any delivered in the Go- 
ipels and AQs, which are ablolutely neceſſary to be 
Explt- 


lary to be believed, andto be made Fundamental 
Articles of Faith, as any other Parts of Revelati- 
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explicitely believed to make Men Chriſtians. The 
Argument he makes uſe of to prove what he hath 
undertaken, is this, (to word it fo, as that it may 
reach the Point he hath undertaken to prove) 
Some of the Doctrines ſet down in the Epiſtles 
which are diftin& from any delivered in the Go- 
ſpels and Acts, have been confeft (viz. by the 
Church) from the very Firſt Apes of Chriſtiani- 
ty, to be altogether as neceſlary to be actually (or 
explicitely) believed unto Salyation, as any 
whatſoever. |: 

Here 1 ſhall obſerve, that before this Argument 
can do the Buſineſs for which it is brought, the Au- 
thor muſt 1. Relate what he means or under- 
ſtands by the Term Church. 2. He muſt prove 
Clearly, that whatſoever the Church (in the Senſe in 
which he underſtands that Term) hath from the firſt 
Axes of Chriſtianity, confeſt to be abſolutely necel- 
{ary to be believed ro make Men Chriſtians, is fo, 
and that theConſfefſion orTeltimony of that Church, 
is the ſole, or ultimate Rule, by which the Que- 
ſition concerning what 1s abſolutely neceſſary to be 
believed to raake Men Chriſtians, or to Salvation, 
15 to be reſolved and determined. That is, That we 
are not to be determined in this Matter 'b” the Te- 
itimony of: Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but by the 
Churches Teſtimony ; ar leaſt that ict is thus, as to 
the Dodrines which are divinely revealed and fet 
down in the New Teſtament. 3. He is then to fer 
down the particular Dodtrines he hath a regard to, 
in this place. And 4. He muſt prove that from the 
very Firſt Apes of Chriſtianity, the Church hath 
confeſt that every one of thoſe Dedrines is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary co be explicitely believed to make 
Men Chriſtians, or to Salvation. Ir 15s not the bare 


ſaying that the Church hath ſuch an Authority ; 
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nor the bare affirming ſuch a Matter of Fa: con- 
cerning the Church, that will prove the Buſineſs in 
Hand. The explaining and full proving the Parti- 
culars already named, will require fome time and 
Conſideration. And when they are fully cleared, 
and ſubſtantially confirmed, there will not be any 
need to inquire whether, or how the Church was im- 
poſed on ? In the mean time I ſhall-lay down a few 
Conſiderations which I conceive are true, and con- 
ſonant with che Judgment of the Author of :he 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8£& 1. That which 
makes a Docrine of. ſupernatural Revelation, ab- 
folutely neceffary to be believed to make a Man a 
Chriſtian, is not its being placed in one part of the 
New Teſtament or in another, but the Divine De- 
termination that it muſt be neceſſarily believed for 
that purpoſe. 2. That our knowing that fuch a Do- 
_ Qrine is abſolutely neceſl[ary to be believed to make 
Men Chriſtians, depends upon God's declaring that 
the Belief of it is abſolutely neceſſary to make Men 
Chriſtians, let this Declaration lie in what part of 
the New Teſtament -ſoever. 3. That what is re- 
vealed to bes abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to 
make Men Chriſtians, may be better diſcerned in 
the Goſpels and Acts, than in the Epiſtles, though 
the ſame Doftrines are likewiſe to be found in them. 
And this for the Reaſons the Author of the Rea- 
jn—_ of Chriſtianity, &c. hath aflign'd. 4. The 
New Teſtament comprehends the entire Revelation 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath made of the Mind of 
God, In which Sacred Writings, our Blefſed Sa- 
yiour declares 'what Articles are abſolutely neceſſary 
to be believed to make Meh his Diſciples. and Sub- 
jeRs, or Chriſtians; and in theſe Holy Scriptures 
he hath alſo delivered, or declared all the Laws of 
his Kingdom, by which thoſe he admits for his Sub- 
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je&s muſt be govern'd ; ſo that they are not to ad- 
mit or receive any thing for a Part of their Religi- 
on, as Chriſtian, but what he hath taught and de- 
livered in ſome part of theſe Holy Writings. 5. The 
enquiry is not how many are the Laws of Chrilt's 
Kingdom, or how many Articles he hath taughe 
and delivered, which thoſe who are his Subjects are 
_ obliged ro endeavour to underſtand, believe and 
obſerve, but what are thoſe Articles he doth require 
to be believed, as abſolutely neceſfary co make Men 
his Subzedts or Chriſtians ? 6. All che Dodtrines de- | 
livered in the New Teſtament, are equally Divine 
Revelations, and are therefore to be received with 
equal Degrees of Aſſent, by all thoſe Chriſtians 
Who do underſtand them, and know that they are 
revealed or delivered in thoſe Sacred Writings. Bute 
theſeDodrines are not abſolutely neceſſary tobe belie- 
vedto make Men Chriſtians. Indeed there are ſeveral 
Do&rines which I know are delivered in the New 
Teſtament,which have not thelike Effe& and Influ- 
ence on me at preſent, in proportion to their Na- 
ture, that other Dodrines have, which I know are. 
taught there : But this Difference ariſeth not from 
the Nature of the former Dodrines, which is always 
the ſame and unalterable ; nor from my not recei- 
ving them with equal Degrees of Aflent, for 
I do receive them with equal Degrees of Affent, be- 
ing as firmly perſuaded they are Divine Revelati- _ 
ons, as the other; but this Difference ſpoken of 
now, ariſeth from ſomething elſe, viz. my preſent 
State and Circumſtances, or the like. = 
_ © Now (faith this Author) if ſeveral of the Do- 
&rines contained in thoſe parts of Revelation, 
(viz. the Epiſtles) have all along down from the 
Apoſtles Times, been reputed neceſſary to be be. 
lieved to Salyarion, then certainly they ought not 
| 0 
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© to be denied to be abſolutely ſfubſervient to that 
© end, without the Proof of one, or all thele things 
© (which are Five in Number). 
Anſw. 1. It is not particular Perſons or Churches 
reputing things to be abſolutely neceſfary to be be- 
lieved to Salvation, that makes them abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be believed to Salvation. In the very ear- 
ly times of Chriſtianicy, even long before the Apo- 


ſtles deceaſe, there were People profefling themſelves 


Chriſtians, and who ſet up for Teachers in: the 


the Church, who affirmed certain things were ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, which were not ſo ; 
as is undeniably evident from AZ. 15. 1. 2. When 
this Author ſhall be pleaſed to ſet down plainly, the 
Do&trines his Words ſeem to have a Secret Relation 
to, a Judgment may be made, whether they were 
juſtly reputed abfolucely neceſfary to be believed ex- 
plicitly co make Men Chriſtians, or not, by confi- 
dering whether Chriſt and his Apoſtles reputed 
them ablolutely neceſſary or not. 3. If che Church 
did originally repute any Doctrines to be abſolutely 


neceſlary to be explicitely believed to Salvation with- 


out warrant, the ſucceſlive continuance of that Re- 
putation, cannot make thoſe Dodrines to be abſo- 
Jutely neceſſiry. Length of Time, and reiterated 
Applauſe, cannot advance an original Miſtake into 
'Trath. The Second Concodion will not in this 
caſe, reify the Error of the Firſt. 4. A Perſon 
who doth ſuppoſe, yea, acknowledge that ſeveral 
Dodarines dzlivered in the Epiſtles, which are di- 
{tink from ' any taught in the Goſpels and Aats, 
have been jultly repated neceſſary to be believed co 
Salvation, may regularly, and with good Warrant 
deny that they are abſoJutely neceſſary (for that I 
ſuppoſe) this Author means (for otherwiſe the Con- 


uſeth 


ſequence he draws is not to his Purpoſe) though he. 
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_uſeth the Word Subſervient) to be believed to Sal: — 
vation, without being obliged to prove either one, 
or Five Negatives. For many Dodtrines may be ve- 
Ty juſtly reputed neceſlary to Salvation, which are 
not abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. And there- 
fore when it is inferred that ſuch and ſuch Do- 
d&rines are abſvlutely neceſlary to be explicicely be- 
| lieved to Salvation, if they have all along been re- 
puted neceſlary to be believed to Salvation, the 
Conſequence may be regularly denied,and no neceſ: 
ſity follow thereupon, that thePerſon denying it,muſt 
be obliged to prove : I. That the: Autbors of the Epiſtles 
were not divinely inſtired. 2. &c. And tor that Rea- 
- fon I ſuppoſe it is that this Author applies himſelf, in 
the Remainder of this pare of his Animadverfions, 
to prove theſe Five Poines: * xr. That the Authors 
« of the Epiſtles were Divinely Inſpired. 2. That 
the Apoltles had Authority or Commiſlion to de- 
liver ſome things for neceilary Articies of Faith. 
2. That ſome of their Dodrines were writ with a 
Deſign that all Chriftians ſhould be neceſſarily re- 
quired to believe them to Salvation. - 4. That 
there is no Contradidtion inthe Epiſtles to the o- 
ther parts of Scripture. 5. That ſome of thole 
© Dodtrines are of equal Neceflity to be explicitely 
© known to make a Man a Chriſtian, with this, that 
© Jeſus is the Mefſiiah. Bur Firſt of all, che fulleſt 
Proof imaginable, of every one of theſe Points, 
will not in the leaſt confirm the Propoſition or 
Argument they ace immediately deſigned to con- 


- 
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firm, viz. © That all thoſe DoErines delivered in 


© the Epiſtles, which are diſtin& from any that are 
* taught in the Goſpels and Acts, which the Church 


© from the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, hath- confeſt 
* to be abſolutely neceſſary to be explicitely believed 
© to make Men Chrittians, ate abſolutely neceſfary 
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_ © to beexplicitely believed to make Men Chriſtians. 
For there is not any Connection between the Truth 
of any , or all of theſe Five Points, and the 
Churches Authority, by her continual Confeflion to 
make any Dodtrines which are only to be found in 

= the Epiſtles, abſolutely neceſfary to be believed to 

| . make Men Chriſtians. If it ſhall be faid that it is | 
1 not pretended chat the Charches Confeffion makes ; 
them abſolutely neceffary to be believed, but diſco- } 
vers and proves that they are abſolutely neceſſary to 
be believed to make Men Chriftians. I anſwer 1 | 

The Proof of the forementioned Points, is no Prook } 

at all of the Churches Confeffion, but muſt be fup- 

poſed, and is Antecedent to the Churches Confel-> ;, 

fion. 2. That the Churches Confeffion doth not {1 

diſcover or prove that thoſe Doarines are abſolutely 

neceſſary: to be believed ro make Men Chriſtians : ! 
it diſcovers or proves no more, but that*the Church 

did think thoſe Dodrines were abſolutely neceſlary 

to be believed explicitely to make Men Chriltians. 

Now when theQueſtion is whether theChurch hath 

thought right concerning this Matter * that Que- 

ſton muſt be determined (if ſhe have not Authori- 
ty to make (ar leaſt) revealed Doctrines abſolutely 
 neceſlary to be believed to make Men Chriſtians) 
_ by aſcending higher, and ſeeing what Jeſus Chriſt }/ 
and his Apoſtles have declared is abſolutely neceſſa- *! 

Ty to be believed to make Men Chriſtians : which 

35 the way the Author of he Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 
#ianity, &c. took, to diſcover what Doctrines are 
abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to the aforeſaid 
purpoſe, without making any Hubbub concerning 
the Church in the matter. The Author of 7he 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. hath not writ 
one Word, that I can find, that hath any Tenden- 
cy to the Diladyantzge of che Chriſtian Church ; 

' bur 


a2 
+ 4: 
: on 
As, 
© 4+, Re 
Gs Wo 
£ Rs ATT ah 
OA SOIT nd ad =. mu 3 
HO PE ns ns oj 
3 514 
"xk 
ae? 
- YE. 
Mp 


v4 F \- OY TL, or ER TE] CER F, Or 147 p y *% » # * 14h at wn 4d dir (ld —— p IVF SER 
6 IO Oo ot ITAL” LOTS oC Fs ood OR, PW EIT SOT TORS” ET NEO FETIEEIOE" 


_ curately expreſſed, but that I ſhall pals over, and 
_ only take notice of his peaking of .Do@trines pro- 
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but very much that would contribute greatly to her 
Honour and Intereſt, were People generally of che - 
Mind to attend her greateſt Concernments heartily, 
without ſuffering themſelves to be {wayed by their 
own petty Intereſts, and peeviſh Humours, which 
they ſacrilegiouſly dignify with her Name. She 
might enjoy a profound Reſt, and become daily 
more and more truly Glorious, would other People 
let her be quiet, and not diſturb her Repoſe, by a 
rude abuſing her Name, to juſtify their eſpouſing 
and talking for Matters, both Scripture and Reaſon 
do diſclaim. Secondly, The exaeſt Proof of the. 
Four Firſt Points, will not afford any Proof of 
what this Author declares ſhall be his Buſineſs to 
prove in this Firſt Part of his Book ; viz. © That 


© there are Doctrines in the Epiſtles diſtin& from 


© thoſe which are delivered in the Goſpels and Acts, 
© which are abſolutely neceſlary to be believed to 
© make Men Chriſtians. The Truth of the Four 
Firſt Points is agreed on, on both Sides, eſpecially 
ſome allowance being made for that Latitude of 
Expreflion in which the Third is laid down : So that. 
it is only the Fifth and Laſt Point 'on which the 
Controverſy doth depend. It will therefore be need- 
leſs to make any Obſervations on what this Author 
offers for the Proof of his Four Firſt Points, unlefs 
he happens to miſtake any thing. in tbe Reaſon- 
ableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. which he brings in under 
theſe Heads, or miſapplies what he hath to lay on 
theſe Points, to that Treatiſe, or -fome Paſlages in 
it. I 

This Author beſtows his Seventh Page in ſetting 
down an Objection that hath ſome Relation to his 
Two Firſt Points. I think the Objection is not ac- 


poſed 


poſed to be believed upon 5he Abſolute Promiſe of Sal- | 
wation. 'This.is a Paſſage I confeſs, I doi not well 
underſtand. I know there are at this time many 
amonegſt us, who make a great Noiſe in affirming That 
Salvation is abſolutely. promiſed to ſome Perſons, 
and the Stir they have made about or with that No- 
tion, I apprehend, was an 'oc:afion of the Author 
of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. apply- 
ing himſelf to ſearch with particular exanels into 
the Holy Scriptures, to find out in what Manner 
Salvation is there promiſed : But I do not conceive 
that this Author of tbe Animadver/ſons is one of 
that Party. Now, I think there is not an abſolute 
Promiſe of Salvation in all the Scripture : And that 
if thece were ſuch a Promiſe, there could not be 
any thing ablolutely neceſſary to be believed unto 
Salvation. i 

© For an Anſwer to this (viz. Objefion ſpoken of 
© before) it will (faith this Author) be material to 
© examine Firſt, whether nothing is abſolutely ne- 
© celfary to be believed to Salvation, but what is 
F declared to be ſo, ar whether any Doctrine, up- 
© on Which Salvation is propoſed, is ſingly of it ſelf 
* ſufficient for it? P. 8. He immediately adds, 
© This ſeems to be a Query of no ſmall Impor- 
© tance. | 33h — 

HereT will x.. Pcopound fome Reaſons why it 


'may be juſtly affirmed chat a due believing Jeſus to 
be the Chriſt or Mefiiah, doth conſtitute and make 
Men Chriſtians. 2. I will confider what this Au- 
thor propounds to be examined. 3. I will take 
Notice of what'tois Author hath here writ upon 
this Point. 

Fir#t, I will lay down ſome Reafons why it may 
be juſtly affirmed that a due believing that Jeſus is 
the Meihah or Chriſt, doth conflicuce and make a 
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Man a Chriſtian. As r. Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles did admit Perſons to be his Diſciples, 
and owned them for Chriſtians, upon their believing 
this Doarine, without requiring the Belief of any 


other Doctrine to this purpoſe, provided they did 


believe in the True and Living God : as every where «» 


appears in the Accounts given of their ' admitting 
Diſciples. 2. Becauſe they have promiſed Salvati- 
tron to the due Belief of this Do&rine, withour re- 
quiring the explicite Belief of any other Goſpel - 
Doctrines together with this, as abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation. 3.” Becauſe Salvation is not promiſed 
to the Beliei of any one, or Number of Dodrines 
ſeparately from this Doarine. 4. Becauſe no.other 
Doctrine Chriſt orfhis Apoſtles have taught, can he 
believed aright, but by virtue of the Perſons belie- 
ving this Dodrine. Let a Man believe all the Do- 
Arines delivered in the New Teſtament upon Con- 
ſiderations purely diſtin& from this, that they are 
Do&rines taught by Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath re- 
ceived for his Lord, he does not believe them as a 
Chriſtian ought to believe them, nor will his Be-- 
lief of them on thoſe Agcounts, at all avail him 
as to Salvation, by virtue of any Promiſe in the Go- 
ſpel. He that believes any of theſe Dodtrines with 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, or as a Chriſtian is to be- 
lieve them, does but repeat or re-act his Belief that 
Jeſus is the Chtiſt, with a preciſe Determination of 
that Belief to thols Dodrines as known and conſi- 
dered to be taught by Chriſt. Now if a Man can- 
not believe any of theſe Doctrines as they ought to 
be believed, or for that Reaſon far which they are 
to be believed, till he is a Chriſtian, with what 
conſiſtency can it be pretended; that the Belief of 


any of theſe Dofrines is abſolutely neceflary to 


make a Man a Chriſtian 2/ Upon what Evidence 


upon 


Wits it 


upon what Ati, muſt a Man. believe any of 
theſe Dodrines to make him a Chriſtian ? They 
are not parts of natural Religion. Will a Man's 
believing them in Submiſſion to humane Authority 
make him a Chriſtian ? If it be ſaid he mulit believe 
-, them upon Chriſt's Authority who hath revealed 
then, then he muſt firſt of all believe that Jeſus is 
the Mefliah or Chriſt, and ſo as to take him for his 
Lord. If it ſhall be faid that is granted, and there. | 
fore it is affirmed that that Belief is the firſt Act of 
Faith, and the firſt Step to Chriftian Faith ; but, 
that Faith doth not conſtitute or make a Man a 
Chriſtian, till it be compleated and grown up to a - 
certain Size, by additional Actsof Faith, believing 
a preciſe Number of Articles more. It may then 
be ask'd, what we are to call, or what we muſt un- 
: derſtand by that Faith, of whic ch believing Jeſus to 
be the Chriſt is the firſt Aa? It's faid, le 1s 
© not Chriſtian Faith, and if it be properly ſaid ro | 
< be an A# of Faith, what Name ſoever ſhall be. 
© given to it, it muſt be Antecedent to what is but | 
© the Act of it. Buthow ic can be an Ac of Chri- + 
ſtian Faith, and yet buta Step to Chriſtian Faith, 
has ſome more Difficulty in i if, But further, it may | 
be enquired, if the dye believing Jeſus ro be the | 
Chriſt, do not conſtitute a Man a Chriſtian, how 
Can the limited exercifing of this Faith, wich reſpect 
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to a certain Number of Dodarines, conſtitute him 
a. Chriſtian, when. al, or the main Excellency of 
his believing thoſe Dodrines, is derived from. his 
believing Jeſus to'be Chriſt? Does a Creature's 
being endued with Reaſon make him a Rational 
Creature, or his exerting and exerciſing his Reaſon 
to certain degrees about a preciſe Number of Ob- 
jets? Again, it may be queried not only what are 


thoſe additional Articles, but upon whoſe Authori- 
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oy, or for what Reaſon muſt they be believed, to be 
abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to make Men 
Chriſtians? F. Becauſe it is only the due Belief 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt,which doth or can conſtitute 
a Perſon a true Diſciple or Subje& of Chriſt. The 
Belief of all the other Dodrines in the Bible, taken 
ſeparately from this, will not make a Man a Chri- 
ftian : For if it would, a Man might be a Chriſtian 
though he did not believe Jeken to be the Chriſt. 
And ſo believing; Jeſus 'to be the Chriſt, could nei- 


ther be the firſt A& (as is ſaid) of Chriſtian Faith, 


nor an abſolutely neceſſary Step to Chriſtian Faith, 
Add the Belief of all other Doctrines in the Bible 
to the Belief that Jeſus is the Chriſt, they cannor 
' make the Man a Chriſtian. The Additional Belief 
33 but Evidence and Proof that he doth believe that 
Jeſus is the Meffias, fo as to take him for his Lord: 

And if a due belief that Jeſus is the Chrift, doth 
not conſtitute a Man a Chriſtian, all other Belief is 
ſo far from conſtituting him a Chriſtian, it will not 
amount to a Proof that he is, a Chriſtian. A due Be- 
lieving that. Jeſus is the Mefliah or Chriſt, is the 
grand Principle of a Chriſti tian's Belief and Practice, 


FX to all the particular Defrines of Faith, and 


ules of Good living laid dc own by Chriſt in the 


whole Scripture. This brings the Perſon under an 


indiſpenſable Obligation to endeavour feriouſly to 


know what Chrilt hath. delivered both as to. the 
oes him to believe 


whatſoever Doftrines he ſhall attain to know Chriſt 
hath taught, and to perform and practice whatlo- 
ever he ſhall attain to know Chrift hath made his 
Duty. Tt is this that preſerves to all the DoQtrines 
of Faith and Rules o* Practice delivered to us in 
the Holy Scriptures, their full Force and Obligati- 
on. Hereby we perceive 1Em to bo the Doctrines 


and 


and Laws of him we have received-for our Lord, 
whom we are on that account to believe, and obey 
in every thing we underſtand is his declared Will. 

Secondly, ] will now conſider what. this Author 
propounds to beexamined ; v:z. © whether nothing 
* is abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, 
© but what is declared to be ſo, or whether any Do- 
© Arine upon which Salvation is propoſed, is lingly 
© of it ſelf ſufficient for it ? 

Here are Two Queſtions, propoſed as if they were 
but one, differently worded : 1 will ſay ſomething {| 
in general touching this Matter,” and then ſpeak |. 
more particularly to it. In general L ſhall ve "7 
that there is a great difference between theſe Three {! 
Things. 1. A Dodarine's being declared to be ablo-' | 
lutely neceſlary to be believed to Salvation. 2. Sal- |} 
vation being-promilſed to whats abſolutely neceiſa- | 

ry to be believed to Salvation, Salvation being 
promiſed to the Belief of ſomething, but not under | 
this preciſe Conſideration, as abſolutely neceſſary {| 
To be believed to Salvation. To believe in the on- | 
ly True God, is declaredto be abſolutely neceſſary  ! 
to Salvation, and it is impoſlible that a Man ſhouyd 
believe a right, that Jeſs is the Mefliah, withour | 
believing in the only True God. For a Man can. | 
not believe that Jeſus; was ſent by che True God, 
and is conſtituted King by him, excepr he believe 
in that God who did ſend him, &c. Now, not- 
withſtanding this Belief is abſolutely neceſſary to | 
make a Man a Chriltian, or to Salvation, yet it -| - 
doth nor make him a Chriſtian, nor 1s Salvation ; 
promiſed to it. Salvation is promiſed to that Faith 
which-doth make. a Man a Chriſtian, which is be- 
lieving Jeſus ro be the Chriſt or Mefliah, fo as ta 
take him for our Lord. BugiSalvation was not pro- 
poſed to any upon their believing Jeſus to & Ty 
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. Chriſt, but only thoſe who firſt of all acknow- 


ledged their Belief in the True-and Living God : 
And therefore thoſe who did not believe in the only 
True God, were always inſtru&ed concerning the 
True God, an 
Salvation was promiſed to them, upon their belie- 
ving Jeſus to be the Meffiah. If Salvation is promiſed 
upan the believing of other Points, or to any. Mart- 
ters of Practice, it is not promiſed to thoſe Matters, 
as abſolutely neceſfary to be believed, &c. unto Sal- 
yation ; but the Promiſe is made (with reſpet to 
thoſe Matters) to them who do already believe Je- 
fus to be the Meffiah. Some things are abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation, to which no Promiſe of Sal- 
vation 15 made. And Salvation may be promiſed 
to ſome things which are not abſolutely neceſlary 
©o Salvation, & 


More particularly, here are Three diſtin& Que- | 


{tions to be conſidered. x. Whether nothing is ab- 
folutely neceiſary to be believed co Salvation, but 
what God hath declared to be ſo? To this I anſwer 
Afﬀirmarzively : For God'only hath a right to deter- 
mine and fix the Terms on which he will beſtow 
Salvation: And what his Determination 41s, can- 
nat be known till ir is declared : Nor can any de- 
clare bis Determination but himſelf. The Church 
hath nor a Right or Authority to declare any thing 


'in this Matcer, but what God hath declared con- 
cerning it. And every particular Perſon hath Righe 


ro examine whecher the Church doth, or hath de- 
clared as ſhe ought. For that Revelation which 1s 
the Rule by which the Church is ro govern her 


ſelf in her Declaration about this Matter, is the Rule 


by which every particular Perſon is to examine and 


judge for himſelf, whether the Church hath decla- 


D 2 red 


d called on to believe in him, before. 


red right, and delivers truly what God hath de- 
clared in his Determination concerning this Mat- 
£eT. 7 70 | 
2. Whether Salvation is promiſed to every par- {| 
ticular that is required as abſolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation 2 To this I anſwer Negatively. If God 
hath made the Belief of more than one Article ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, the Promiſe of Sal- 
vation is not made to any of them apart, but to p 
them all in Conjun@ion. Therefore the Belief of 
"the only true God, and that Jeſus is the Mefliah, , 
muſt go together, and Salvation is not promiſed to 
one alone, for though the believing Jeſus to be the 
Meffiah cannot be without the former, yet the for- | 
mer may be without the latter. Moreover there is 
ſomething abſolutely neceſſary to make a Man a 
Chriſtian, which no Man nor Church can particu- :} 
larly determine what it is. For a Man cannot ra- |} 
tionally believe that Jeſus is the Mefliah, but he {; 
muſt firſt have or underſtand ſome Evidence and 
Proof that he is the Meſſiah ; but Men cannot de- 
_ termine upon what Proof a Man muſt neceſſarily 
© believe it, becauſe God hath provided Men with 
great Store of eminent Proofs, proper to convince 
_ them that Jeſus is the Mefttah, and hath not bound 
op himfelf chat he will not give forth his effeual 
/ Influence and Blefling with any, but one Inſtance a- 
mongſt that great variety of Argument, with which 

- he hath furniſhed Men in order to their Conviction. 
— Now Salvation 1s not direaly promiſed to the Be- 
lief of the Argument proving, but the Article pro- 
ved ; though fometimes the one is put for the other, 
_ and the Belief of the Article proved, is expreſſed by 

believing the Argument which proves it. 


3. Whe- 
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3. Whether any Doctrine, upon the believing of 
which Salyation' is promiſed, 'is ſingly of it felf ſuf- 
ficient fos Salvation? I anſwer, Salvation is not 
promiſed to the Belief of any one Dodrine conſi- 
dered ſingly in it felf; yet Salvation might have 
been promiſed to thoie who ſincerely believe Jeſus 
to be che Chriſt, upon their believing certain other 
Dodtrines, and the Belief of thoſe Doctines not 
be abſolutely neceflary to Salvation. As a Perſon 
may believe a Do&rine which isabſolutely neceſſary 
to be believed to Salvation, and yet have no true 
Title to Salvation, becauſe Salvation was never 
promiſed to the Belief of that Dodrine alone. So 
Salvation might have been promiſed to the Belief of 
certain Doctrines, and yet a Perfon might be ſaved 
though he did never attain explicitely to know and 
believe thoſe DoEtrines, becauſe the explicite Belief 
of them is not made abſolutely neceſſary to Salya- 
tion. The main, it not the whole Excellency and 
Dignity of a Perſon's believing the particular Do- 
&rines delivered or taught in che New Teſtament, 
to be believed by Chriſtians,conſfiſts in this, that that 
Faith is an A& of Submiſſion or Obedience to that 
Jeſus, they have received to be their Lord. As a 
Man may believe in the True God, and yet not be- 
lieve in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo may mils of Salvation 
becauſe he doth not believe. all that is abſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, foa Man may 
believe ſeveral Doarines taught in the New Telta- 
ment, and not believe that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, and 
ſo may miſs of Salvation, becauſe he does not believe 
all that is abſolutely neceſſary to be believed ro Sal- 
vation, though the promiſe of Salvation had been 
annexed co the Belief of thoſe Doctrines, in them 
who do unfeignedly believe-that Jeſus is che Chriſt, 
and who believe them in obedience to jim. But 

7 Salya- 


(40) 

Salvation is not promiſed to the Belief of atty Do- 
---"z which does not ſuppoſe Jeſus ro' be che Meſ- 
ban. | = 

Thirdly, 1 will now take fome Notice of what this 
Author doth ſay to theſe: Matters ; © If this (faith 
'© he) be made the only Rule whereby to judge of 
© Fundamentals, viz. a Dodrine's being expreſly 
© declared co be neceſſary to be actually believed to 
* Salvation ; we ſhould I fear by this means raiſe fe- 


* veral Exceptions againft a great parc of Rehgion. 


PW 


»/w. The Queſtion here is, by what Rule we 


are to judge what Articles are abſolutely neceflary 
to be believed to make Men Chriſtians, or to Salva- 
tion? The Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriftia- 
nity, &c. lays, the Rule we muſt judge of this Mat- 
ter by, is the Declaration God hath made of his 
Determination concerning this Matter, by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. No, ſaith.this Author, and 
his Reaſon is, he fears then Men will raiſe ſeveral 
Exceptions againſt a great parte of Religion. I do 
not know what Men willdo, but the Queſtion will 


fonableneſs, 8c. p. 83, 84. and thither I refer the 


Reader for Satisfa&tion, if he needs any. I ſhall on- 
ly obſerve that Salyation is not promiſed in the New 
Teſtament, to any Matter of Faith or Practice, buc 
| Dut with reſpec to the Belief of this Article, That 
| Jeſus is the Meſſiah. Let any; Man produce a __ 

| miſe 
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miſe of SMWation to an Unbeliever, (if he can) 
upon his believing any other Dodtrine, or perform- 
ing any Matter of Practice, conſidered feparately 


SF n 


tion is not promiſed to any, but thoſe who believes 


that Jeſus is the Mefliah; and when it is promiſed 
to ſuch, with relation co other Matters, the Promiſe © 


then hath a reſpe& to that Article, to which it was 
primarily promiſed, and reſpe&s rhoſe orher Matters 
as Fruits, Efje&s and Evidences of their ſincere belie- 
ving in Jz:ius Chriſt ; except where the Promiſe re- 
ſpeRs nor Salvation in Genera), but Degrees of Hap- 


_ pineſs or Glory, - _ 
© If in Matters of Faith (faith this Author) no- 


thing is tobe required for a Fundamental, but what 
is ſo propoſed, and to which Salvation 15 expreſly 
annexed and promiſed, it would very probably 
make way for a very unintelligible Faith, in 
which Chriſtians could not poflibly agree. 

Anſw. Here the Author ſeems to ſpeak concern- 
ing the Dodtrines which thoſe who are Chriſtians 


& 
o 
c 
c 
c 


muſt endeavour to underſtand and believe; and if 


fo, it is beſides the Queſtion. But that Peoples keep- 
ing cloſe to God's Declaration, either as to Doctrines 
ablolutely neceſſary ro be believed tro make Men 
Chriſtians, or as to Dofrines they are to believe af- 


rerwards, hath a, probable xendency to make way 


for a very unintetigible Faith, is very ſrangeto me. 
Is the ſureſt way to bave the molt intelligible Faith, 
for People to go as far as they can from God's ex- 
preſs Declarations ? There will be ſome Difference 


indeed amongſt Chriſtians as to the particular Do- 


&rines they believe, ſome believing more Articles, 


ſome fewer, and rhis muſt needs be, till they be. 


all equal in their Knowledge. Yet in the way ex- 


cepted apainft, they will every one be obliged to be- 


lievs 


lieve and. practile according to the extMt of their 
- Knowledge, and to agree in Faith and Praiſe, fo 
far as they do in Knowledge. And let People ad- 


vance what Notions they pleaſe, concerning what 


z Articles are neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, they 
cannot rationally agree any further than they will 
this way ; unleſs chey muſt all be ftak'd down to be- 
lieve juſt one fer of Doctrines, without extending 
their Endeavours after Knowledge any further. 
And if this be a way to prevent Peoples raiſing Ex- 
ceptions againſt a great part of Religion, I cannot ex- 
_ cuſe it from doing unſufferable Wrong to a great pate 
of Religion. In believing Jeſus to be the Meſiiah, 
ſo as to take him for our Lord and King, we yield 
. Up our ſzlve: intirely to him, to believe and practiſe 
 Whatfoever we ſhall know he hath taught and com- 
 manded : And: therefore we-muſt not ſuffer our 
ſelves to be coupt up, and confined to a preciſe 
Number of Doctrines and Laws, but muſt every 
one employ our beft Endeavours to be continually 
increaſing and improving in Knowledge, Faith and 
Holineſs. This believing Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, 
doth net imply our explicite believing a certain 
Namber of Dodtrines he hath taught, but it is a 
ſabmicting aur Faith implicicly to him, believing 


that all he hath caught is true, witch a Diſpoſition 


and purpoſe to ſearch afrer, and endeavour to know 
_ what Dodtrines he hath particularſy ravght, and to 
believe on his Authority, whatſoever we ſhall un- 
derſtand he hath taught. : 

© For (ſaith this Anthor) if nothing more is to be 


© believed as (ir ſhould be, abſolutely) neceſſary to 


* Salvation, than what is fo propoſed, then it will 
5 follow, chat no more. than the bare Propoſition 
* which is declared to be of that great importance, 
* is to be allented to, As fuppote in that Propoſi- 

| _ _m0nork 
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cion — He that believeth that Jeſus i the Meſſiah, 
hath Eternal Life ; 11 what is there required to be 
believed is. ſingly of ic (elf ſufficient to Salvation, 
then it mult be ſo as it is there propoſed, without 
* any farther Explication of it : becauſe there is no 


© Explication propoſed to be believed to the like 


© Promiſe. | 5 

 Anſw. This Author by afſlenting to a bare Propoſs- 
tion, ſeems to mean a Perſon's aſſenting to, or belie- 
ving that certain Words he never heard before, nor 
underſtands any thing of the Sence or Meaning of 
any of them (that is an iniignificant Sound) com- 
prehend and expreſs a real Truth, which is abſfolute- 
ly impofiible ; for though the Words may be a Pro- 
poſition.ro him who utters them, and to thoſe who 
underſtand them, they are no Propoſition to him, 
who never heard, nor knows any thing of them ; 
and therefore cannot be aſſented to by him. By 
Explication of it, this Author here ſeems to mean, 
proper Interpretation 3 wiz. declaring in another 
Language what the Terms in the ſaid Propoſition 
did ordinarily Ggnify, amongſt them who were ac- 
cuſtomed to the Language, in which the Propoſiti- 


on was firſt of all delivered ; or declaring by other 


Words in the ſame Language, the ſeveral ſimple E 
deas, of which thoſe complex Ideas were made up, 
for the exprefling of which thoſe Terms were uſed. 
Yet in the next Page he ſeems to underſtand by 


 Explication, © All thoſe Dodtrines which are deli- 


* yered in the Holy Scriptures, that either relate the. 
* Grounds and Reaſons (why we are to believe the 
© Propoſition he ſpeaks of) of fuch a Faith, which 
« is required to Salvation. And that explain the 
© Natuce and Extent of it. If this Author be of 
Opinion, that the exp!icie Belief of all the Grounds 
and Reaſons that are gelivered in the Holy Scrip- 

cures 
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tures, why, or upon which, People ought to be- | 
lieve that Jeſus is the Mefliah, and of every parti- 
cular that is ſaid in Scriptureconcerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
and every Branch of lis Office is as abſolutely ne- 
ceiſary to make a Man a Chriſtian, or to Salvation, 
as'the belief chat Jeſus is the Mefliah, is, I rhink ic 
will require a contiderable time to prove clearly the 
Truth of chat Opinion, and if we may introduce 
an account of our Fears in Diſcourſes of this Nature 

_ I may take Liberty to declare, I am afraid this No- | 
tion, if it prevail, will unavoidably fill the World with | 
endleſs Wranglings and Diftrations. For I ſuſpe& all 
People will not preſently agree how many the Texts 
be, and which they are, which relate all che things | 
before Ipoken of, not to ſay any thing of the impro- 
bability of their ſudden Conſene to underſtand eve- 
ry one of the Texts in the ſame Senſe. Or if they 
ſhouw'd fall immediately into an- Accord about all | 
theſe Matters, I ſnſpe& the Ground of their Con- | 
tent will not be very mntelligible. 

It was never pretended (that I know of ) that | 
Eternal Life is promiſed to thoſe who ſhall believe | 
thac this Propoſition, Feſus is the Meſſiah, 15s true, 
without underitanding the Senſe of the Terms of | 
which it doth conſiſt. To believe a Propoſition, is | 
not for a Perſon to believe he hears a Sound, but 
ts be ſatisfied of the Truth of what is affirmed, or 
denied- in the Propoſition ; which a Man' cannot 

2, unleſs he underſtands che Senſe of every pare of | 
the Propoſition. For @ Man cannot poſſibly girvehis Aſ- «| 
fegt to any Affirmation or Neg ation, unleſs be under(tand 
the Terms as they are joyn'd in that Propoſition, and has 
u Conception of the Thing affirmed, or denied, as they 

&re there put together. But let the Propoſition be what 
 #t will, there is no more to be underſtood than is expreſſed | 
in the Terms of that Propoſition. Second Vindic. oy , 
ns 
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| the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. p. gg. This 
' Propoſition, Jeſus is the Mefliah, was firſt of all de- 
| livered co the Jews, and conſiſts of Terms which 
were very common and f:miliar, amongſt them, 
which had a determined ſetled fignification amongſt 
them. The one was the Proper Name of a Perſon, 
the other ordinarily ſtood for the Deſcription of a 
Perſon they lived in expectation of, according to 
' the Account Moſes had given them of him a long 
| - time before. See Det. 18. 15- to the 20. and A4&. 2 
| 22, &c. They did not need any Interpretation of 
| the Propoſition. And People of another Language 
' | © needed no other Interpretation of it, than what 
; was neceſſary to furniſh them with the Knowledge 
|} ofthe Senſe in which thoſe People to whom the 
' Propoſition was firſt delivered, underſtood thoſe 
} - Terms. Whoſoever doth duly believe thac Propo- 
| fition, doth oblige himſelf to hearken to, that is, ro 
believe and obey whatſoever this Jeſus hath deliver- 
ed, fo far as he ſhall obtain the Knowledge thereof, 
and to endeavour ſeriouſly to know what his Mind 
 * and Will is: Which Faith'makes a Man a Chriſtian, 
! and hath the Promiſe of Eternal Life made to it. 
| The Propoſition doth not comprehend in it an ex- 
plicite Account of all the Matters oi Faith which a 
Chriſtian is to endeavour to. know and believe, nor 
is the explicite Knowledge of them neceſlary to a 
Man's believing that Propoſition : Bur his believing 
of it, brings him under an Obligation toendeavour 
' to know them all, and to believe explicitely what- 
ſoever he ſhall attain co know Jeſus hath taught ; 
which is co be the great Work and Buſinels ot the 
Remainder of his Life, when he is a Chriſtian. 
Thoſe Jews, and Lewd Fellows of the baſer ſort, at 
Theſſalonica, who ſet themſelves againſt Paul and S:- 
As, underſtood that their preaching that Jeſus was 
| _ the 
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710 os ) | A 
the Chrift (for that was the great Point they opened | 
and alledged in the Synagogue there) amounted to 
this, that he was the Perſon they perfuaded the Peo- 
ple to receive for their Lord and King. For how 
_ malicious foever their intent. was, in accuſing them 
before the Ruler, it is moſt plain from their Accuſa- 
tion, that they clearly apprehended that Paul by 
preaching that Jeſus was the Chriſt; did mean that 
they were to take him for their King; ſaying that 
there is another King, one Jeſws, A&. 17. 7. Vid. Se- 
cond Vindic. of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. 
2. 108, 109. 4 
* For beſides (faith this Author) it every Text of 
© Scripture muſt be looked upon as ſufficient to Sal- 
© vation, upon the Belief of which, eternal Lite is 
© promiſed, even the very Scripture will hardly be 
© found reconcilable to it felf. For though in {ome 
© Places Salvation is promiſed to thoſe who believe 
© Jeſus to be the Mefltah ; yet in others it is decla- 
© red to be Life Eternal to know the only true God, 
as well as Jelus Chriſt whom he hath fent. Both 
of which Places, if they muſt be underſtood in 
their limited Senſe, will be almoſt found contra. 
dictory to each other : Becauſe the one propoſes a 
larger Faith to. Salvation, than ts required by the 
other. þ. 9. Ts 
Anſw. The Propoſitions here ſpoken of, as they 
are delivered in the Scripture, are in eifect the 
fame, For it is not poflible for a Man to believe 
that Jeſus is the Mefhah, without believing antece- 
dently in the only Trus God. The Word of Sal- 
vation by Chriſt is not ſent to any bur thoſe who 
fear God, AF. 13. 26. But I deny that it is any 
where in Scripture declared to be. Eternal Life to 
know the only True God, 4s well as Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent : Thar is, either of chem —_ 
oY rately. 
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The Text of Scripture which comes neareſt 
co theſe Words is Fob. 17.3. where the Knowledge 
of the only True God, taken apart from the Know. 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt as ſent by him, is not declared 
to be Eternal Life. ' But the Knowledge of both is 
declared to be Eternal Life. I wave a particular 
conſidering what this Author faith, p. 9, 10. con- 
cerning the true Notion of believing in Chrift, when 
alone required to make a Man a Chriſtian ; Becauſe 
the plain Truth of the Matter we are diſcourſing of 
confiſts in this ; viz, That the ſincere Belief of all 
thoſe Dofrines Chriſt hath declared, areabſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, * is of it ſelf 
ſufficient to Salvation, But this is fo far from exclu- 
ding, that it doth include a neceflity of believing o- 
ther Do&trines, if the Perſon is allowed ſpace to ob- 
tain the Knowledge of more Dodrines which Chriſt 
© hath revealed, and that he hath revealed them. Yet 
if the Perſon who ſincerely believes the aforeſaid 
Doetrines, ſhould dye before he could obtain the 
Knowledge of any other Doctrine Chriſt hath 
taught, he will receive the Salvation promilefl tothe 
Belief of thoſe Dodarines he doth believe ; Chriſt 
knows his Sincerity, and will not fail to perform the 
Promiſe he hath made to him. There are many, e- 
ven very many Articles Chrilt bath revealed, which 
thoſe who are Chriſtians are neceſſarily obliged to 
endeavour to know, and then explicitely beliere ; 
and as many of theſe Dodtrines as they do attain to 
underſtand, whether they be delivered in the Go- 
ſpels, or Acts, or Epiſtles, are Fund»mental co them. 
But the Explicite Belief of theſe Do&rines is not 
abſolutely neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, or to 
Salvation. Our Faith is true and ſaving , when it 
#5 (ſuch as God by the new Covenant requires tt to be : 
| But it # not intire and conſummate till we explicitely be- 
$4£VE 


the whole Revelation of Truth in the Scripture, being the 
proper and entire Obje&. of Faith; our Faith cannot be 
entire and conſummate, till it be adequate to its proper 
ObjeF, which is the whole Divine Revelation contained 
#n the Scripture. Second Vindic. of ihe Reaſonable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, &C. -p. 310. _ | 

This Author p. 11. diſtinguiſhes betwixt © Truths 


= 


© which are only to be believed upon the general 
© Ground of Faith, which is the Veracity of God ; 
and choſe of a higher Nature, which have an im- 


a) 


mediate Tendency to the Salvation of Mankind, 


© and the Method by which onr Saviour has obtain- 
© edit for us ; And thele latter fort of Truths (he 
© ſaith) are to be explicicely believed by all, in or- 
© derto their Salvation : And'the Reaſon he gives 
© for this, is, becauſe the. only End for which he 
© hath revealed theſe Truths, * is, the Eternal Bene- 
f fit and Happineſs of Mankind. 7 
Anſw. This ſeems to be a Diltinction wichout a 
Difference ; for ſeeing they are all Divine Revelati- 
ons, = Groand and Reaſon of our believing them 
is the very ſame, and every Way equal, viz. becauſe 
God hath revealed them. Ii it be revealed that ſome 
of theſe Doctrines are ablolutely neceſſary to be be- 
lieved to make Men Chriitians, or to Salvation ; 
we mult believe them to be ſo,and that the Ground 
orReaſon of that Belief is Divine Revelation. But if 
Men will believe them to be abſolutely neceſſary to 
be explicitely known, &c. in order to Salvation, 
and God hath not revealed any ſuch thing concern- 
ing them, their Faith in that caſe will want a juſt 


Foundation or Reaſon. But it's ſaid, Theſe Truths 


of a higher Nature haze an immediate Tendency to the 
Satvation of Mankind. 
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Anſw.. Chriſt's obſerving the Methods appointed 
him by the Father, in orderto' his obtaining Salva- 
tion for Mankind, had undoubtedly their appoint- 
ed Tendency to his obtaining 'Salvacion for Man- 
kind. But the Dodrines which relate what thoſe 
Methods were, have not theſame Tendency to the 
Salvation of Mankind; nor can a Perſon's bes 
lieving thoſe Do&rines which declare that Chriſt 
hath obſerved theſe Methods, and thereby abtained 
Salvation for Mankind, be properly ſaid to have 
an immediate Tendency to the Salvation of Man- 
kind. But chat which ſhould be proved is this, that 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles nave revealed that the expli- 
cite Belief of all chaſe Do&rines which declare what 
was neceſſary on Chriſt's part, in order to his ob- 
taining Salvation for, Mankind, isabſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to make a Man a Chriſtian, or to a Perſon's be. 
ing entitled to, and partaking of the Salyation which 
was fo obtained. >= ” 

But *tis ſaid, Theſe reſpet# the End for which he bas 
revealed any thing to us, and that is only the Eternal 
Benefit and Happineſs of Mankind. 

Anſw. If this be only the End for which God hath 
revealed any thing to us, and therefore theſe are 
abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, this 
will bring in all che other Truths to be abſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to Salvation; and fo the 
general Diredtion here laid down to diſtinguiſh tun- 
damental Truths, will be of no uſe. For thoſe 
Truths, being things God hath revealed to us, and 
the Eternal Benefit and Happineſs of Mankind be- 
ing the only End for which he hath revealed any 
thing unto us, they muſt equally reſpe& the lame 
End, and conſequently be equally neceſſary to be 
explicitely believed in order to that End. But I fan- 
cy the Author's Meaning was thus 5 That the u_ 


E 


L023 
End for which God-, revealed thoſe Truths of a 
higher Nature, is the Eternal Benefit and Happineſs 
of Mankind. That.is (to bring it home to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe) the only End why God revealed thoſe 
Truths, was to make the explicite Belief of them 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. And if this were 
proved, the Controverſy would: be at an End. Buc 


I think the great Reaſon and End why God hath 


revealed thoſe Dodtrines which declare the way and 
Method how our Saviour did obtain Salvation for 
Mankind, was, thae Chriſtians might know and 
believe the way, how the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did pro- 
cure and purchaſe Salvation for Sinners, and that 
they might make ſuck uſe and improvement of theſe 
Truths, as he particularly directs, or their own 
Natures are proper to ſuggeſt. Some Dodtrines may 
be of greater conſequence to be explicicely known 
and believed by thoſe who are Chriſtians, than ma- 
ny others may which are revealed. But the Poine 
in diſcourſe is not concerning weighty, or impor- 
tant Truths, with reſpe& to thoſe who are Chriſti- 
ans ; but concerning Do&trines abſolutely neceſſary 
. to he:explicitely believed to make Men Chriſtians. 
See Second Vindic. of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 
BC. p. 87, 88. and 172, &c. That the Salvation 
of Mankind was obtained by Chriſt's obſerving ſuch 
and ſuch Methods, we know only by Divine Re- 
velation. But notwithſtanding our Salvation was 
obtained in ſuch ways, and we are certain of the 
lame from the Teſtimony of Chriſt, we are not to 
atfirm that the explicice Belief of the Dodrines 
which declare theſe: Truths, is ablolutely neceſſary 
to make Men Chriſtians, or to Salvation, withouc 
Chriſt's Warrant,.;: The ways and, Methods related 


. 


in theſe Doctrines, were. neceſſary. to be. obſeryed 
by Chrilt, in order to his obtaining the Salyation of 
0000095 Bs 
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(5T) 
Mankind, and {ſo might ſeveral others, for ovght 
we know, which are not revealed. But ict will nor 
thence follow that the 'explicite Belief of- every 
thing which neceſſarily pertained to Chriſt in order 
to his obtaining Salvation for Mankind, or of every 
thing of that Nature which is revealed, is abſolute- 
ly neceflary to be believed, in order to our recei- 
ving irom him, the Salvation which he bath purcha- 
ſed. There is no more abſolutely neceſlary to be be- 
lieved ia order to Mens partaking of that Salvation, 


than what Chriſt abſolutely requires to be believed, 


in order to his diſpenſing it unto Men. Our belie- 
ving explicitely the ſeveral Steps Jelus was to take 
tor the obtaining of Salvation for Mankind, has 
not the ſame Relation, to our receiving that Salva- 
tion rom him, on the account of what he hath 
done and ſuffered, as his doing and ſuffering thoſe 
things had, to his obtaining Salvation for Man- 
kind. He has by certain Methods obtained to him- | 
ſelf a Right to diſpence Salvation to thoſe who ſhall 
unfeignedly take him for their Lord and King. Bue 
his Right to beſtow Salvation on Perſons, doth not 
dependon, nor is limited to their explicite believing 
every Doctrine which relates'any of the Steps, he 
was indiſpenſably obliged to take and obſerve, inor- 
der to his obtaining and being inveſted with that 


Right. : 


In Matters of revealed Religion, Revelation. 1s 
the Ground or Reaſon of our Faith, let the Matter 
revealed be what it will ; of greater or leſs impor- 
tance. And where the Reaſon of our Aﬀent ts the 
ſame, the At muſt be the ſame. OG 

I agree witch this Author, p.23. That. © the De- 
© ſign of Miracles was not -immediately:to give Au- 


? thoricy to particular -Lacinmnes, but to: ceſtify 1n 
* general that: thoſe who: wrought ther -had ſuch a 
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(52) 
; Commillion from God as they profeſſed. And 
in.my Judgment, this is no.contemptible Argumenc 
to prove, that the :due believing Jeſus to be Chriſt 
doth make Men Chriſtians. His Miracles did not 
immediately and dire&ly, but only conſequentially 
prove the particular Dodtrines he taught. But they 
did moſt eminently prove he was the Meſhah ; and 


they were wrought for this. purpoſe to induce Peo- 


ple to: become his Diſciples, or Chriſtians, or. to 


own and acknowledge him to be the Meffiah. If 


thoſe Perſons whoſe Faith did anſwer the Intend- 
ment of the Miracl:s, were Chriſtians, I think ic 
cannot handſomly be denied, that the Faith which 
made them Chriſtians, was a Belief that Jeſus was 
the Meſſiah. 

Yet if it ſhall be clearly proved that the. Explicite 


Feſme is the Meſſiah, is required in any part of the 
New Teſtament, as abſolutely neceſſary to make a 
Man, who acknowledges and believes in the True 
and Living God, a Chriſtian, I will acknowledge 
_ that ſomething abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to 
make a Man a Chriſtian, is omitted in the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of Chriſtiauity, &c. and I have Reaſon from 
that Author's Books to believe that he will do the 
ſame. But as that Do&rine muſt be known, before 
It can be proved to be abſolutely neceſſary to be be- 
lieved to make a Man a Chriſtian ; ſo I muſt know 
what it is, before I can be ſatisfied that it is ſuch a 


of them; who affirm that there are more Doarines 
lary to be believed to make Men 

| at ey. would draw out a juſt Scheme 
{ _—_ Author, ©It wil be 1uffi- 
fe nt pu: poſs if we can produce 
at Slvturdly' enjoyned to be 
\ believed 
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Belief of any one Article diſtin from this, That. 


Dod@rine. And it'may very reaſonably te deſired 


ST 0 


| © behieved by all Chriſtians, &c. p. 16. 


Anſw. This is quite from the - preſent purpoſe ; 
for the enquiry is not what Do&rines are enjoyned 
abſolutely 'to be believed by all Chriſtians? but 
what Dodctrines are declared by Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles to be abſolutely neceſſary tobe believed to 
make Men Chriſtians? Yet I do not think it an eaſy 
Taik to prove a certain Number of Articles abſo- 
Ivtely neceſlary to be believed by all Chriſtians. 
But if that could be done, ic would ſignify little to 
the preſent purpoſe. It is acknowledged that there 
are very many Doctrines which thoſe who are Chri- 
ſtians are obliged to: uſe their beſt Endeavours to 
underſtand explicitely, and then believe ; and that 
ſome of theſe Dodtrines are not expreſly delivered 
in the Goſpels, and alſo that fome of thoſe Doctrines 
which are taught in the Goſpels and Acts are more 
fully expreſſed and explained in the Epiſtles. But 
the Proof is yet wanting, that the explicite Belief 
of every one of thele Do&rines, and the fulleſt Ex- 
planations of them is abſolutely neceſſary to make 
Men Chriſtians. And before they can all be proved 
to be Dodrines which are abſolutely neceſſary to 
be believed for this purpoſe, their Number muſt be 
preciſely determined, and. a particular Account 
muſt be given of every one of them : For can any 
thing be more abſurd, than to pretend to prove 
that People muſt neceſſarily believe, and believe ex- 
plicitely no one knows what, to make them Chri- 
ſtjans * | 

But ſuppoſing fome Perſon will undertake to 
draw out a full and juſt Scheme of the Dodrines he 
will afficm, are abſolutely neceilary to be explicite- 
ly believed to make Men Chriſtians, without wait- 
ing for his Proof, that the Belief of every one of 
them is abſolutely neceſſary, and that there 1s not 
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one more abſolutely. neceſſary tobe believed for 


that purpoſe (for I doubt either his Colle&ion or his 
Proof will not. immediately fatisfy all Parties). I will 
propoſe Two or Three Queſtions to: be conſidered, 
which I think not altogether impertinent to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe. When a Man is convinced chat Jeſus 
3s the Chrift, and that it is both his Duty and his 
Intereſt to receive him for his Lord, to believe and 
do whatſoever he ſhall attain ro know be hath taught 
and commanded, muſt he delay and forbear to re- 
ceive him for his Lord, cill he hath fought ouc, and 
learned a certain Number of his Dodtrines ? If he 
muſt not fo delay, but immediately take him for his 


Lord, and openly avow and profeſs thac he doth 


believe Jeſus to. be the Mefliah, and owns him for 
his Lord, what Denommation belongs properly to 


him, upon his making this Profeflion 2 The Deno-- 


mination which belonged to him formerly, does 
not (I ſuppoſe) properly belong to him,now he hath 
Tenounced publickly his former Maſters, and de- 
clares he is peremptorily refolved to cleave to and 
follow Jeſus Chriſt, without any Reſervation. It 
it ſhall be ſaid, he muſt defer his Refigning up him- 
ſelf to Chriit, till he hath learned a certain Num- 
ber, or (perhaps with. equal Reaſon) all the Do- 
Etrines Chrilt hath taught, not only in the Goſpels 
and Ads, but in the Epiltles too ; I would humbly 
ask, for what Reaſon muſt he fo long defer the Re- 
ſignation of himſelf to Chrift ?. I ſuppoſe, not be- 
cauſe he hath Afﬀfurance he ſhall live long enough to 


do that, after he hath taken ſome or all of his Do- 


Etrines to task, and hath had them under bis Exa- 
mination. Mult he firſt of all fit in Judgmentupon 


Chrilts Dodtrines, and fee whether they are reaſon- 
able, and fit, and convenient for him to aſſent to? 


and that he ſhall at wiſely and prudently to- take 
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(55 ) | | 
the Author ofthem for his Lord ? If fo, how ſhall 
it be made-appear that fuch-a Perſon receives him 
for his Lord, as Chriſt orders? and conſequently 
that he' is a Chriſtian in the-Goſpel Senſe 2 Is his 
believing thofe Do@rines-before he takes 'Chrift for 
his Lord, a believing then as'a Chriſtian ſhould and 
muſt believe them, purely: for his ſake, or becauſe 
he hath taught them? ſeeing” he muſt firſt know 
and believe them, -befors he adventure to receive 
him for his Lord, and truſt him with his Faith 2 
In this caſes his believing theſe Doarines, feems ra- 
ther the Reaſon of his raking Chriſt for his Lord, 
than Chriſt's Authority the Reaſon of his believing 


| thoſe Do&rines. Our bleſſed Saviour tells us plainly 


with what Diſpoſition we-muaſt receive him tor our 
Lord, fo as if any thing he ſhall require us to be- 
lieve or obey, cannot be acknowledged or perform- 
ed, without expoſing us to the'greateſt temporal In- 
conveniencies and Hazards, we muſt ſuftain and 

encounter them, and deny our ſelves to the laying | 

down of 'our Lives, rather than relinquiſh our Fi- 
delicy to him. But I do not find that he any where 


requires we ſhould go 'to- work with his Doctrines, 


andthen, if we like them, come and ſubmit to him, 


and take him for our Lord. Beſides, how Men 


Can be ſaid to believe theſe Doctrines as taught by 
him who is the Meſſiah, or Chriſt, before they be- 
lieve him to be the Chriſt, and have yielded up 
themſelves to him to believe what he hath taught, 
is not very intelligible to me ;/ nor how a Man's be- 


lieving any thing Chriſt hath taught, purely be- 


cauſe he hath taught it, can make him Chriſt's Dif- 
ciple : It may diſcover that he is Chriſt's Diſciple, 
but it cannot conſtitute him Chriſt's Diſciple. | 
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_ If this demand of a juſt Scheme ofall the Articles 
"that are abſolutely, neceſſary to be believed to make 
Men Chriſtians (if more than are ſet down in the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. are abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary) be not ſatisfied, prove what you pleaſe of 
the neceflity of believing-more Arcicles, you get no 
more by it, than to overthrow the Notion you op- 
poſe, 'without adyancing one more uſeful ; and you 
leave People under an utter uncertainty, whether 
they are, or ever ſhall be Chriſtians, how many Ar- 
ticles ſoever they do, or may- explicitely- believe ; 
and what Perſons are to be admitted and owned for 
Chriſtians, yea, whether there were ever any Chri- 
ſftians inthe World, at leaſt ſincethe Apoſtles Days. 
People may make what Noiſe they pleaſe with the 
Word CHU RCH, butthis Notion, if ſtuck to, 
will ſzrve the Church, as thoſe did her Lord, who 
cloathed him in Purple, and cried Hail to: him in 
Deriſion. If a Hundred Articles are abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to be explicitely, believed to make Men Chri- 
ſtiavs, and you'can name but. Ninty Nine of them, 
he that ſhall believe thoſe Ninty Nine, and not ex- 
plicitely know and believe the other one, will fall 
as really ſhore of being a Chriſtian, as another who 
believes but one of the whole Number. ' And if this 
ſhould be the Caſe of her, that's called che Church, 
ſhe is perfealy unchurch'd, andnot one of her Mem- 
bers is a Chriſtian, nor can ever obtain a juſt Title 
to thoſe Characters, till they have recovered that 
one Article from which they have ſtrayed. It is ve- 
ry eaſy, according to the Notions offered by them, 
_ who oppole the Reafenableneſs of Chriſtzanity, &c. to 
prove that they are not Chriſtians. But that which 
I cannot comprehend is this, For what Reaſon 
they take ſo much Pains to prevail with others to 
believe, that they arg not what they profeſs _ 
elves 


Rs C97) 
ſelves to. be. For my part, I do hope, and will 
believe they are Chriſtians, in ſpite of all their Ar- 
guments to the. contrary ; unleſs I had as ſure Evi- 
dence that they are not fincere in their Profeflion,as 
they give of the Miſtake of their Jadgment in the 
preſent Point. 
This Author certifies he will endeavour hereafcer 
ro ſhew there are © Some Dodtrines in the Epiſtles 
diſtin& from thoſe contained in the - Goſpels or 
Acts, which are of that Nature, without the Be- 
lief of which, though we may grant Men mighe 
be faved before they were known, yet when they 
were divulged, they could no more be tiled true 
Chriſtians without the Belief of them , than if 
* they had not at all believed, p. 17. 6 
Anſw. When our belief ofa Doctrine is grounded 
purely upon the Nature of the Do&rine, we believe 
. tc only as we are rational Creatures, and do imploy 
our Reaſon about che Docrine it ſelf, conſidering 
its Nature, and not as Chriſtians, for the only 
_ Ground of our Belief, as Chriſtians, is Divine ſu- 
pernatural Revelation. And let the Nature of the 
Doctrine be what it will, Revelation is the Ground 
+ and Reaſon of our believing it. If you will there- 
fore produce: Dodrines abſolutely neceſſary to be 
believed to make Men Chriſtians, becauſe of the 
Nature of them, you muſt fetch them from Natural 
Religion, and they are to be judged of as to theic 
Nature, and the Reaſon of our believing them, by 
Natural Reaſon, without any regard to Revelation ; 
which is a Notion that will do Chriſtianity, I doubt, 
but ligele Service. Hitherto ic hath done no incon- 
 ſiderable Hurr. IN | 
_ The divulging of more Dodrines to be believed 
by Chriſtians, as they ſhould attain the Knowledge 
of them, did not make more Dodrines abſolutely 
7, necellary 
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neceſſary to be believed to make. Men Chriſtians, 
than were aſolutely neceſſary to that purpoke before 
they weredivulged : For it it did, every new Do- 
Arine, when it was divulged, became a new Con- 
dition, to be-explicitely conſented to, in order to 
any Man's admiflion into the Covenant of Grace ; 
and conſequently there were ſo many New Cove- 
rants. Yet thels other Dodrines, when they were 
divulged,were neceſfarily to be believed by thoſe 


particular Chriſtians, who did underſtand and know 


chem, and ſo chey are now ; - not to make them 
Chriſtians, but by Virtue or Reaſon of that Obliga- 
tion they are under by being Chriſtians, to believe 
whatſoever they ſhall know their Lord hath reveal- 
ed. The Difference between thoſe who were Chri- 
ftians before theſe Dotrmes were divulged, and 
thoſe who, become Chriſtians ſince, 1s this : They 
were obliged by their being Chriſtians, or believing 


jeſus ro be Mefliah , to believe whatfoever he 


| had or ſhould reveal, when they ſhould know the 


ſame, now his Revelation is compleated, thoſe who 
believe him heartily to be the Meffiah, are thereby 
obliged to believe whatſoever he hath Revealed, as 


they attain the Knowledge thereof. For a more ' 
clear and full underſtanding of theſe tnings, ſee 
Second Vindicat. of the Reaſonableneſs, SEC. þp. 82, 83, 


252, SC. 337, GC. 343, 344- 


Whereas this Author faith, p. 17. © It will be ne- 


* cellary to conſider an Objeion, or rather an E- 


* yalion of the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 
 ftianity, &c. lince it intimates that he believes as 
* much of the Epiſtles, and in as true a Senſe as a- 


© ny Man whatſoever. And then relating ſome Paſ- 
ſages in' p. 299. of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 


&c. afterwards faith, © They do not ieem altoge- 
* cher unexceptionable, p. 18. I ſhall oblerve chae 
We oe.” the 
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the Author of the Reaſenableneſs, 8c; dothin p.298. 


| begin his Anſwer to an Objeion' concerning the 


Epiſtles, or to this Queſtion : Hhether- the Truths de- 
lioered in the Epiſtles may be believed or disbcliewed by a 
Chriſtian without any Danger ? .To which he anſwers, 
That the Law of Faith bemg a Covenant of Free Grace, 
God alone can appggnt what ſhall be neceſſarily believed by 


every one 200A will juſtify ; what is the Faith which | 
_ be will accept, 


i 
*. 


1d account for Righteouſneſs, depends 
wholly on bis good Pleaſure. 'For it is of Grace and not 


Right that this Faith 1s accepted; and therefore he alone 


can ſes the Meaſures of it. Where we have the moſt 
Rational Evidence for that Point, that (I think) 
Words can expreſs. Afterwards, in p. 299. he an- 
{wers directly to the Queſtion, affirming that rhe o- 
ther Parts of Divine Revelation, are Objefts of Faith, 
and are ſo is be received; they are Truths, whereof 
none that is once known to be (ach, may or ought. to be 
disbelieved, &c. Yet notwithſtanding, he affirms 
the Doctrines in the Epiſtles, are Divine Truths, we- 
ry weighty to us now, and which no Chriſtians who 
know them, may disbelieve 3 I his Author Saith, theſe 
Paſſages are not altogether unexceptionable. | 
* For though theſe allow the Truths contained in 
the Epiitles, to be Objects of Qur Faith ; yet they 
do not ſuppoſe them, or any Parts of tkem, tobe 
more ſo, than any other Places of Scriptae, 
which have no Relation to the Salvation of Man- 
kind, and which we are only bound to believe . 
to be true, upon the Veracity of God that reveal- 
* ed them. p. 18. E 
 Anſw. The Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt i- 
anity, &c. teacheth, That the Truths contained in the 
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Epiſtles, are Objects of our Faith 5 becauſe they are. 


Divine Revelations, or Divine Truths, And this 
Author, p. x1. teacheth, That tbe only End for mo 
7 ; | God 


( 60') 
God hath revealed any thing to us, is the Eternal Benefit 
and Happineſs of Mankind. "The Authorot the Rea- 
| fenableneſs, &c. doth not detrat from the Honour 
due to any parc of Divine Revelation : Bur aſſerts, 
That as they are all equally Divine Revelations, fo 
they are all equally Obje&ts of our Faith, when 
known, and have all a Relation to the Salvation of 
Mankind But how this Author will reconcite his 
teaching, That the only End for which God bath reveal- 
ed any thing to 15, u the Eternal Benefit and Happineſs 
of Mankind; with his ſaying, That ſome Places of 
Scripture have no Relation to the Salvation of Mankind 
I cannot tell, without a very ſingular Account of 
_ what is meant by Dodtrines having a Relation to the 
Salvation of Mankind. Some Docdtrines acquaint 
ns wich the Gracious Purpoſe of God towards Sin- 
ners; and with the Ways and Methods how Jeſus 
Chriſt obtained Salvation for Mankind, which may 
be ſaid to have an Hiſtorical Relation to the Salyati- 
on of Mankind. Some Dodtrines are abſolutely ne- 
cefſary to be explicitely believed to make and con- 
fitute Men Chriſtians, 'and enticle them to that 
Salyation : Which Do&rines may be ſaid to have a 
Conditional Relation to our Salvation. There are 
Docrines which thoſe who are Chriſtians muſt 
endeavour to underſtand, and explicicely believe, as 
they attain to know them. Such are thoſe which 
belong to the Firſt Head, and a great many more 
_ delivered in the New Teſtament. Theſe have not 
an Immediate Relation to our Salvation : But they 
may be ſaid to have a Conſequential, and Obediential 
Relation to our Salvation. The Dodtrines we are 
now diſcourſing of, are thoſe which pertain to the 
Second Head. And. if any Man think there are 
Dodrines in the Epiſtles diſtin& from thoſe laid 
down by the Author of rhe Reaſonableneſs, &c. that 
s ary 
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_ are abſolutely necefſlary to be explicitely believed 


to make Men Chriſtians, and entitk them to Salva- 
tion, when he ſhall ſec down a Liſt of them, and 
produce his Proof that every one of them, is abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to be explicitely believed to make 
Men Chriſtians, &c. a Judgment may be made of 
them : But till chis is done, the diſtin&ion of Re- 


wealed Truths, to be believed upon God's Veracity ; and 


Truths of a higher Nature, will be of little or no uſe 
unto me.. h 

I ſhall here further obſerve, That r. Tt is certain 
the Doctrines which relate: what Chriſt hath done, 
and ſuffered, have not the ſame Relation to che 
Salvation of Mankind, the Obedience and Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt had. The Dodrine which inſtructs 
us what was paid to obtain Salvation for Mankind, 
is not the Price ic ſelf, with which that Salvation 
was purchaſed. | 

2. The Belief of theſe Dodrines hath no Relati- 
on to the Salvation of Mankind : - The moſt- that 
can be pretended with any Colour, 1s only that the 
Belief of theſe Dodrines' hath a Relation to the. 
Salvation of the Perſon who doth believe them, or 
to whom they are dzlivered and made known. 

2. The Relation che Belief of theſe Dodrines 
hath to his Salvation, who doth know and believe 
them, is the very ſame, which the Belief of any o- 


ther Dodtrines delivered in the New Teſtament, 


hath to his Salvation who doth know and: believe 
them ; which confiſts in this, That it is an Ac of 
Submiſſion and Obedience to | Jeſus, whom he 
hath taken to be his Lord. Whatever thoſe Matters 
be, which notwithſtanding they are revealed in the 
New Teſtament, ſome are pleaſed to.' Term Idif- 


ferent Matters, a ſincere Chriſtian is as much obli» 


ged-tq believe them, when he knows they are re-. 
| 4 yealed 
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vealed there, as'he'is to believe any other Matters 
which are revealed there. 

For 4. The Reaſon of my believing any Doctrine 
as I am a Chriſtian, is, Divine Revelation, and 
not the Nature of the Doctrine, that is, of the 
Matter taught : And therefore my believing one 
Doctrine, hath the fame Relation ro my Salvation, 
that my : believing another Doctrine Chriit hach 
taught, hath to my Salvation : they being equally 
Acts of Obedience to Chriſt, and the Ground and 
Reaſon of each Beliet being che very {ame. YetI 
will acknowledge, that it our Belief of theſe 
Doctrines (this Author hath a reſpec to) had the 
ſame Relation to our partaking ol Salvation, the 
Obedience and Sufferings of Chriſt (which were 
the real Price, and a proper purchaſing of Salvation 
for Mankind) had to the purchaſing of Salvation 
for Mankind, the Belief of them would be abſo- 
lately neceſlary to Salyation. Bat then I muſt add, 
we ſhould hereby as properly purchaſe our own 
Salvation, as Jeſus Chriſt did Salvation for Mankind, 
which is a Notion I cannot eafily be reconciled 
tO. 

5. If a Jadgment is to be made from the Nature 
of Dodrines, what Dodtrines are abſolutely necel- | 
{ary to be' believed to make Men Chriſtians, or to 

| Salvation, then this Neceflity of believing them to 
this Purpoſe, muſt be obvious to the. Natural Rea- | 
ſon of Mankind ; and every Man muſt judge for | 
himſelf (by confidering the Nature of theſe Do- © | 
&rines) which'and how many are abſolately ne- 
ceilary to be believed to Salvation : which is a No- 
tion, 'that 'as" it lays afids Chriſt's and his Apoſtles 
Authority to determine! the Matter ; fo it will not 
do'the Charch 'any great Service, without pretend- 
ng that ofie certain Man, ora Number ol Men, is 
: / S. | Oo 
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to make.this Judgment from the Nature 'of the Do- 
ctrines Chriſt and his Apoſtles have caught, and all 
others.muſt reft ſatisfied with, and depend wholly 
on his or their Determination. This indeed may 
have a Tendency to raiſe humane Authority to a 
great height, in the moſt, important Buſineſs of Re-. 
ligion, but then it will beſno Advantage to the Na- 
_ ture of. Dodtrines: for hereby People will be determi- 
ned to take them for Dottrines abſolutely neceſſary 
to be believed, not from their perceiving that ſuch 
a neceſlicy ariſes from their Nature, but from bare 
humane Authority, Nor can they be certain that 
: he or thoſe who have judged them to be abſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, have been de- 
termined in their Judgment, by the Nature of cheir 
Dodrines, and not by their own arbitrary Pleaſure, 
till they have reſolved the Matter themſelves, by 
exerciling their own Reaſon about the Nature of 
the particular Dorines, which ſhall be recom- 
mended to, rather impoſed on them. | 
It plainly appears by what the Author of :he Re-- IF 
ſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &Cc. hath writ, that though - 
he doth not think the Epiſtles the moſt proper parts | 
of the New Teſtament co be conſulted, in order to 
our diſcerning which be the Dodrines Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles did require to be believed as abſolutely 
- neceſlary to make Men Chriſtians, -or to Salvation, 
yet that he chinks the Dodrines contained in the 
Epiſtles, are Fundamental Articles, to be acually 
believed by Chriſtians now, as they obtain the 
Knowledge of them. And that they are'to make 
luch uſe of them ,-. as they ſhall underſtand they 
ought to make of them, either by conſidering their 
Nature, ;or what they find the Scripture doth in- 
iiru&"* concerning the ſame... See Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſzanity, &C, p. 309. Second Vindic. of it, p.207 
and 319. - * lr 
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" »,MEVEQ, DSHIQGUS: TiYY rr agen of God who r evealed 
_ them? Is thx Sround better or worſe ? doth it lay 
; ; great or lels Obligation on People to bzlieve 
them, than Divine Revelation does ? -I expect not 
Moy et: with a better Reaſon, why I am to believe 
any -of Chriſt's Doctrines, than this, that he taught 
them. Thoſe who will not acquieſce here, may 
wander where they pleaſe for SatisfaRtion, provi- 
x ded they will not go about to compel others to rove 
EF with them. Moreover, are not thoſe places of 
$ Scripture, where theſe Dodrines lie, Hiſtorical: 0 
declaring the Way and Method how Jeſus obtained 
Salyation.for Mankind. And is there any way for 
People to know, that what is declared in thoſe Do- 
&rines, had a Relation: to the Salvation of Man- 
kind, but Revelation? It had no natural Relation to 
the Salvation of Mankind. How is ic poflible chen 
to know from 1ts Nature, that it was graciouſly ap- 
pointed to. have a Relation to that End 2 We can- 
not know any thing more from the Nature. of a 
| thing, than the Nature of the thing is fitted to dif: 
cover. If ic be ſaid, that the Diſcourſe is not con- 
cerning the Nature of the Thing treated of in the 
Do&rine,but concerning the Nature of the Doctrine 
_ it ſelf. I anſwer, we can learn no more from the 
Nature of the Do&rine than the Doctrine doth de- 
liver : Therefore if. the Doctrine do not declare 
that the Belief of it is abſolutely neceſfary to Salva- 
tion, we cannot learn any ſuch thing from the Na- 
ture of the Do&crine, becauſe the Nature of the 
Docking doth not deliyer any ſuch thisg. ag 
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To 


' the Dodtrine it {elf being a Divirie Revetation; .Di- 


vine Revelation is the only Reaſon: and Ground'of 
our believing ic: And the: Nature of that Doctrine: 
confiit in this,- that it is a Divine Revelation. :-' 
[n the nexc Place, this Author conſiders the Au- 
thoricy of our Saviour intruſted/-in his: Apoſtles 
whichis: expreſft in their Commillton;; dat. 28. 19; 
20, 21. Which Commiliton as 1cinvelts chem with 
* as full a Power of teaching whatloever was nece(- 
* ſary to Salvation, fo it lays as great a Neceflity 
upon others of believing them, as if Chriit him- 
Anſw. Very true : But all that Jeſus, Chriſt-him- 
{eli did teach, was not, nor is not abſolutely nece{- 
laiy to be explicitely believed, to make Men Chri- 
{tians, or to Saivation ;- only ſo much of it as he re- 
quired to be believed, as abſolutely neceilary there- 


© ſelf had taught in his own Perſon. p. 19,20. 


_ unto. And the ſame is to be ſaid as to the Apoſtles. 


Our Saviour intruſted his Apoſtles with Authority 
to Diſciple People to him, and upon their avouch- 
ing him for their Lord, to: Baptize and externally 
admit them into his Church, and then to teach 
them the other Doctrines he had authorized 
them to divulge, as the Laws ol his Kingdom,” and 
Maccers they were to learn, and having learned, 
muſt neceſſarily believe. But he did not 1ntruſt 


them with an Authority to make a New-Covenant 


with People, and to require the Belief of more Ar- 
ticles as abſolutely necetfary to make chem Chriſti- 


- ans, Or to Salvation, than he himſelf had required 


as abſolutely neceſſary to be believed for that purpoſe. 
The Epiſtles are part of that Revelation Chrilt hath 
given to be che Rule of all Chriſtians Faith. Butno 
other Do&rines are abſolutely neceſſary to be expli- 
Citely believed to make. Mea Chriſtians, or to Sal- 


vation, than thoſe, on the believing and owning of 
” whieh, 


which, Chriſt and his*Apoſtles did admit thoſe Un- 
believers, to whom they preached, into the Church 
and Kingdom of Chrilt ; if our. Saviour himſelf did 
underſtand the Covenant of Grace, - and the Terms 
on which People were to be admitted into it ; or it 
the Apoſtles did underſtand their. Commithon. 


For they neither required the explicite Belief of 


thoſe Diftin& Doctrines they have delivered in their 
Epiſtles, as abſolutely neceſſary to make Men Chri- 
ſtians, in their Preaching to Unbelievers; if we 
may credit the Relation given of the Mechod and 
Tenourof their Miniſtry, in the Ads of the Apo- 
files; © Nor do they intheir Epiſtles any where re- 
qurire the explicice [Belief of theſe Docrines as av- 
| ſolutely neceſlary to beexplicitely believed to make 
Men Chriſtians. They have in their Epiſtles deli- 
 vered many Doctrines which Believers or Chrifti- 
ans are to be prefled: to endeavour to: underſtand, 
and explicitely believe -on hazard of their Salvati- 
on; which (I conceive) they had preſied on thoſe 
who were converted, before they writ their 'Epi- 


itles, as well 45 they did'then, and 2b erwards: Bus | 
they do not any where in their Epittles teach that 


thele Doctrines are abſolutely neceſſary to be belie- 
ved explicitely co make Men Chriſtians, or to Sal- 


vation. See Second Vindic. of the 'Reaſonableneſs of 


Chriftsanity, '8&&c. p76, 83, 8&Cc. 


} . 


In p. 23. this Aathor faich ſomething concerning 


the Covenant of the Goſpel, but gives not a clear 


and diſtin Account (in my Judgment ) of that , 


Covenant, and the Conditions thereby made abfo- 


lutely neceſſary for our obtaining Happineſs, though 


he cruly ſaich, This s fully done in the Covenant of the 
Goſpel. -, Ln Ih 


ex 


The 
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( 67) | 
— The Covenant'of the Goſpel, in ſhort, (I chink) 
15 this: That: all thoſe ſhall have Eternal Life, who 
do ſo heartily beheve Jefus : to be the Meffiah, or 
Chrilt, as to receive him for their Lord, with in- 
vincible Purpoſe and Refolution to-be abſolutely go- 
verned by him, ſo far as they ſhall obtain che 
Knowledge of his Pleaſure, let. what Inconvenien- 
cies, Difficulties,; or Hardſhips foever -happen-to be 
in their way,: and .that they will ſeriouſly apply 
thethſelves ro know his Pleaſure. Eternal Life is 
the Benefir or Blefling: here Promiſed by Chriſt. 
. The Condition he appoints to be complied with, 
or performed on our Part, in order to our being 
entitled to receive that Benefit from him, is not an 
explicite believing a certain Number of particular 

Docrines, he, or his Apoſtles ſhould teach, but on- 
ly a believing him 'to be the Mefliah, or Chriſt, 
- as to take him abſolutely for our Lord and 
King. = | 
2 Nt as the Conditions are neceflary to be 
known (faich this. Author) before we can per- 
form them (which is very trae, and undeniably 
certain,) ſo God.has taken. ſufficient care to give 
us a full Revelation of them . firſt in a large Hi- 
ſtory of the Method that Chriſt made uſe of, for 
the purchaſing of our Redemption, and the Mi- 
racles which he wrought for the Confirmation of 
his Miſlion-and Doctrine. p. 23, 

Anſw. 1. God has given us a large Hiſtory of 
_ the Method Chriſt took by his Order, to purchaſe 
our Redemption, that is, to purchaſe to himſelt a 
Right to publiſh the aforeſaid Covenant, and to 
perform what is there promiſed, to them who ſhall 
comply with, and perform the Conditions there 
expreſſed. But neither the Method, nor the expli- 
Cite believing of it, is made the Condition on our 
F 2 pair; 
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part, of the Covenant. The a&tualt:;obſerving of 


chat Method; was Chrilt's part, iniorder: to his .ob- 
raining or purchbafing: tothimfelf the Right- before 
mentioned. And ſeeing he hath revealed that he 
did take this 'Method: for this End, it is an Article, 
a Fundamental Article; to be believed by every one 
who hath received him for his Lord, and is there- 
by entred into Covenant with him, or with God 
through him, when he knows that he hath revealed 
it. 2, The Hiſtory of the Miracles Chriſt wrovght, 
5 a-mighty, proper, and powertul Inducement to 
us, to believe that he is the Mefliah, and a very 


200d" Introdution to our taking him - for our 


Lord. 

« And Secondly, In a more fuil and clear Mani- 
* feſtation, by the coming of che Holy Ghoſt, of 
* all choſe things, which wete required of us co be 
oo Br nag 

Anſw. The Holy Ghoſt was ſent, or poured forth 
on the Apoſtles, to inable them co work Miracles 
ro proves their Miffion by, or from Chriſt, to pub- 
liſh the ſame gracious Declaration Jeſus Chriſt had 
made before, and to: admit thoſe who ſhould re- 
ceive Jeſus for theic Lord, into his Kingdom, upon 
their profefling the ſame, and acknowledge them 


tor his Subjects, and .to inſtru and teach: them, 
and leave to the Church, a particular, compleat Ac- | 


count, and Body-of all the Laws of Chriſt's King- 
dom, which muſt be ſtudied; believed and ubſer- 


ved by his Subjects, as long as they live. Thele are ' 


not the Conditions which are abſolutely neceſſary 
to be explicitely. believed, or conſented to, to make 
Men Chriſtians, but they are the Laws of Chrilt's 
Kingdom, which thoſe who receive him - for their 
Lord and Kinp, are to endeavour to learn, and as 


they attain to know them, explicitely believe w_ 
-ODB= 


nap. 


(83 


obſerve ; which is good, and full Employ mentfor 


them, aslong: as they hve, after they are Chriiii ns, 


let cheir T.ives be lengrhened to everſo great an Ex- 
tent, But the Holy Ghott was not given to the 
Apolties, tro empower them to make a New Cove- 
rant with People, by making more Articles abſo- 
lacely neceſſa:y to be believed co Make Men Chri- 
ſtians, than Chrift himſelf had made ſo; though 
they were to produce more Proof and Evidencc of 
what he had made abſolutely neceſfary tc be belie- 
ved, than was given before ; and were to fainiſh 
Chriſtians wirh a more comp! eat Body of the Laws 
of that Kingdom they were Members of, than was 
before publiſted. Se2 Second Vindic. of the Reaſonab, 
p. 89, 90, 325, 320. Ir may therefore with preat 
Fruth, and I think, for that Reaſon, without any 
abſurdity be afh: med, that all things which are Is 
folutely Calan t be explicitly believed to Sal- 
vation, are fully and clearly contained in the Gol. 
els. See Second 6 indic. of the Reaſonableneſ; of Cort- 


 ftianity, KC. p. 7 


In p. 30. This Anas diſcourſes concerning the 
Apoſtles Creed ; and ſaith, That © The Articles of 
that Creed are not to be looked on as the oaly 
Fundamentals, unleſs we alfo firmly believe the 
natural Conſequences and Concluſions from them, 
and the frequent Explanations of them which are 
ſet down in the other Parts of Revelation. That 
15, thoſe Explanations of them which are ſet in the 
Epiſtles diſtin& 'from what is ſaid of them in the 
Goſpels and Acts. 

how. I will wave taking Notice of ſeveral things 
which might be obſerved here, from the Generality 
and Extenſiveneſs of che Expreflions bere uſed : 
And {hall only put this Author in mind, that the 


Queſtion he ſhould peremptorily anſwer to, is tht; - 
3 __- Whe- 


moon a 1 


Whether all that is abſolutely neceflary to be expli- 
Citely believed by Chriſt's and his Apoſtles Appoint- 
ment, to make Men Chriſtians, by contained in 
that Creed ? If thoſe who anſwer this Queſtion 
Negatively, be in the Right, let them talk whar 
they pleaſe of the great Elteem and Vengration 
they have for this Creed, and the Church of England, 
there is no help for it, "but both the ove and the o- 
ther muſt unayoidably fall under:a very ugly Refle- 
&ion;; for the more full clearing of which, and an- 
ſwzr to what this Author hath fyrcher writ on this 
YubjeR, I ſhall refer to the Second Vindic. of the Rea 
ſonab, 2. 74, KL. 33, 162.69, 6G... 

Inp. 31, and 32. This bor offers conſiderat 
ons in anſwer to a Paſſage he quotes out of p. 29 
ol che Reaſonab. of Chriſtianity, &<c. I ſhall here ls 
obſerve, ' Fir #, That theſe Confiderations are 
grounded upon Two great Miſtakes: x1. A Suppo- 
ſi:ion that che Force of the Argument he oppoleth, 
depends upon the time when the Goſpels and Acts, 
and when the Epiſtles were writ 3. viz. which. were 
writ firſt. Wheress the Force of the Argument 
lies in this : That thoſe Truths delivered in the E- 
pilt}zs cannot be abfolucely neceſſary to be explicice- 
Iy believed to make Men Chriſtians, which were 
not revealed til} after the Deceaſe of many who 
were Chriſtians, By the Epiſtles we underſtand 
what Dodtzines the Apoſtles were intruſted to in- 
ſtru& Chriſtians in; but ſuppoſing the Adts, and 
every cone of the Goſpel: had been writ after all the 
Epiltles, they acquaint us moſt clearly and diſtin&- 
1, what were the Do@rines which Chrilt and his 
Avoitles propoſed as abſolutely neceflary to be. ex- 
ek ely believed by Unbelievers to make them 

1riſtians. 2. A -Suppoſition that the Author. of 
be Pe YenaHenes of Cs on rejeſts the le 
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{tles from being part of that Rule of Faith, that 
Chri/t hath given co Chriſtians ; for which I can- 
not peiceive the leaſt Ground. _ 

Secondly, that this Pailage this Author pretends to 
an{wer, hach the full'Evidence of. Demonſtration, 
with re{pe& to the Words immediately before it. 
Having declared that the Authors of the Epiſtles 
were inſpired from above, and wric nothing buc 
Truth, and in moſt Places very weighty Truths to 
us, &c. He adds, But yet eviry Sentence of theirs 
muFt not be taken up and looked on as a Fundamental 
Article neceſſary to Salvation, without an expiicite Belief 
whereof, no Body could be a Member of Chriff*s Church 
here, nor be admitted into his Eternal Kingdom hereaf- 
ter. Where we ſee what he means by Fundamen- 
tal Articles, in the very next Sentence, whichis the 
Paſſage refle&ed on by this Author, and delivered 
in thele Words; If all, or mo#t of the Truths declared 
in the Epiſtles were to be received and believed as Funda- 
mental Articles, what then became of thoſe Chriſtians 
who were fallen aſleep (as St- Paul witneſſes in his Fir#t 
to the Corinthians, many were) before theſe things in the 
Epiſtles were revealed to them? _— 

To this Paſſage in the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 
8LC. Þ. 294. The Epiſtles being all written to thoſe who 
were Believers and Chriſtians, the Occaſion: and End of 
writing them, could not be to inſtruf them in hat which 
was neceſſary to make them Chriſtians. This Author 


«* This ſeems rather to ſtrengthen than leſſen the 
* Force of- the Argument, That the Apoſtles had 
* taught thoſe ſame Doctrines for Fundamentals be- 


10 fore, -which they afterwards communicated as fa- 
_£ cred Depoſitums of their Faith, p.. 33. 


. + 


Anſw. Suppoſing they had taught the very ſame 
Doerines before, to the Chriſtians or Churches 
they afterwards writ to, and ſo they were Funda- 
mentals to-chote Chriftians who had been inſtructed 
in them; yer there is 'no force -in the Argument 
that thele DoCtrines' are abſolutely neceſſary to be 
explicitely believed to make Men Chriſtians; or 
were fo to them, till it he proved, that they had pro- 
pounded theſe Do@rines-to be explicitely believed 
to make them Chriltians, 

In anſwer to another Paſſage quoted out of the 


lame Page of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8C. 


this Author propounds. this Queſtion ; © How can 
© it be proved, that all thoſe the Epiſtles wete writ- 
© ten to, underſiood all the Fundamentals of Re- 
* hgion | 
HAnſw. The Queſtion is, whether they were 
Chriltians, though they did not underſtand all thoſe 
Doctrines you call Fundamentals here * If chey 
were Chriſtians, then thoſe you cail Fundamentals, 
were not abſolutely :necetiary to be explicicely be- 
lieved.co make them Chriſtians. If any ſhall ſay, 
they were not Chriſtians, to whom the: Apoſtles 
writ their Epiltles, they may, if they pleaſe, ex- 
cuſe my want of Complaiſance, in declaring I ſhall 
chuſe to believe the Apoſtles rather than them. 
Again, faith this Author, * May there not be 
* ſuppoſed to be fome leſs knowing amongſt them? 
In anſwer to which, I ask, Were thoſe leſs know- 


ing Petſons, Chriftians ? if not, how came they to 


be concerned inthe Epiſtle ? or how came they to 
be Members of the Church to which the Epiſtle 
was writ ? The latter part of the Queſtion, * And 
* ſome whot would not” throughly believe ſeveral 
* Poctiines of Chriſtianity, without ſuch an Au- 
" tho- 
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_ © poſtles ought certainly to be blamed for Writing 


| knows them, and that they are delivered there, as 


: (73) 
© thority the Apoſtles had, &c. ſeems not to bear a 
propitious Aſpect to whac this Author formerly ad- 
vanced, as the way to diftinguiſh Fundamental Truths 


from other Parts of Divine Revelation. What this Au- 
thor further ſaith on this Subje&, is no more than 


what I think is ſufficiently anſwered in my Animad- 


verſions, p. 26, 27. But I do not perceive how ir 
will follow from what this Author hath ſaid, that 
It cannot be better diſcerned by conſulting the Gol- 


pels and Acts, "what are the Articles Chriſtand 
his Apoſtles propounded as abſolutely neceſſary to 
be explicitely believed to make Men Chriſtians, 
than the Epiſtles: And if that do nor follow from 
his Diſcourſe, nothing follows from it, that is to the 
purpoſe againſt :he Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &C. 
Nor will it follow © The Apoſtles were unfaichful 
© to their Truſt, or that they clog Mens Faith with 

© unneceſſary Points of Belief, becauſe they have 
© taught ſeveral Dodrines which are not abſolutely + 
© neceſſary to be explicitely believed to make Men 
© Chriſtians, buc which Chriſtians muſt labour to 
© underſtand, and which will then be neceſſary to 
c 


be explicitely believed by them. The Apoſtles = 


Fidelity to their Truſt, is not to be judged of by 


Mens prejudicated Fancies, and therefore Perſons 


had need take heed of determining that © The A- 


© {uch Dodtrines in their Epiſtles, as are not abſo- 
© lutely neceſſary to be explicitely believed to make 
© Men Chriſtians. Ic is no Argument of an wwa- 
ry Chriſtsan, but the Duty of a good Chriſtian, *ro. 
embrace the Dotrines delivered in the Fpiftles, when he 


firmly as any other Doffrines whatſoever. 


© But 
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© But (faith this Author) if it catt be proved. that 
* the great and prinCral End of the Writing of 
© their Epiſtles, was xo deliver ſeveral Doctrines 
- © that {nould be.neceſfarily believed to Salvation by 
* all who were converted to the. Faith, we are ob- 
© lieged to believe them as ſuch, p. 35. 

Anſw. Very-true : But then 1. If what you ſug- 
geſt here, was the great and: principal End of wri- 
_ ring their Epiltles, the Cauſe is clearly given up. to 
the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. 
For then the great and principal End of the writing 
of their Epiſtles, was not to deliver ſeveral Do- 
Earines abſolutely neceflary tobe explicitely believed 
to make Men Chriſtians, or Converts to the Faith. 
2. Ic will not be eaſy to prove that all that are Chri- 
_ ſtians, muſt neceſſarily explicicely believe every Do- 
arine delivered inthe Epiſtles, though the Dottrines 
are neceſ[arily to be believed by all Chriſtians who 
do underſtand them. This Author then proceeds to 
prove, what he hath declared, to be the great and 
principal End of writing the Epiſtles, was really 
ſo, by producing many Places out of them : Al 
which I may paſs over without any Obſervation, 
becaule it is not pretended that they prove any thing 
more, than that that thoſe who are Chriſtians muſt 
neceflarily believe them. But becauſe this Author 
{ometimes infers, That the explicite Belief of them 
abſolutely nece{ſary to Salvation; I will briefly intimate 
what I conceive to be the proper import of thoſe 
Places of Scripture he quotes: x Cor. 14. 37. ſpeaks 
aot barely of - Chriſtians, but Perſons whp preten- 
ded (at leaſt) to be inſpired. But take ic of Chri- 
tans, .all who did know what he had writ, or that 
ne had writ things, .were to believe explicitely.or 
implicitely, that the things he writ were the Com- 
mandments of God, becauſe they knew he had gi- 
Is | Ven 


ven full Proof of his Apoſtleſhip ; and in the ſame 
manner are Chriſtians now to acknowledge the 
ſame. I Cor. 15. 1. &. Is a very plain Accent 
how he had preached to them, that Jef; was the 
Meſliah, and what ſorts of Proof; ne had propoun- 
ded for their Conviction, and that they bad belie- 
ved this Goſpel, 24 alſo that this was the Faith by 
which they were ſaved and made Chriſtians, with- 
out the believing of which, whatever elſe they be- 
3*zyed would not avail them to Salvation. Vid. Se- 
cond Vindic. of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtzanity, 8c. 
p. 26g. The Apoſtle in his Third Chapter of this 
Epiſtle had declared, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Foun- 
dation, without borrowing other Articles to under- 
prop it, (ſome proof of which he here minds chem 
_ of )) and that all the other Articles of the Chriſtian 
Religion , are Superftrutures erected on that 
Foundation. Rom. 10. 9. hath been formerly con- - 
ſidered. 71d. Second Vindic. of the Reaſonab. &Cc. p. 
303, &c. 1 Tim. 3. 16, Isa Motive to Timothy to 
rake care to behave himſelf in the Church of God, _ 
' as heought. 1 Th, 4. 1. Is a Dire&ion to Chriſtians 
to take heed of entertaining the Dodtrines which 
falſe Teachers would obtrude on them ; certifying 
they might juſtly conclude thoſe to be falſe Teacli- 
ers, who did deny Jeſus Chriſt to be real Man. 
The 14th and 15th Verſes are expreſs, that belie- 
' ving Jeſus to be the Son of God, or the Meſhah, 
fdoth make a Man a Chriſtian, Whether believing 
him to be the Son of God, be a diſtint Ad here 
| from the believing him to be the Meffiah, may be. 
| conſidered when we come to the place where it is 
to be ſhewed. 2 Cor. 1. 13. Doth not, conſide 
| ſtrictly, ceclare any thing more than that they did 
| know and own the Truth of what he had writ in 
the former Verle concerning his ae: 
Ee | Et Es ; ns i 2 fe 
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2 Theſ. 2. 15. ſhews that Believers or Chriſtians 
muſt take care to hold faſi whatever Docrines they 
have been inſtructed in ,* and fully aſſured are 
Chriſt's Do&rines. Not one of theſe Places of Scrip. 
eure conſidered by it felf, nor all of them conſider- 
ed together, do prove that the Apoſtles enjoyned 
the explicite Bzlief of all that they writ 1n their 
Epiſtles as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. Theſe 
and innumerable other Places of Scripture, are of 
great uſe to thoſe who are of the ſame Judgment 
with the Author of the Reaſonablencſs of Chriſtianity, 
&c. to ſhew them that are Chriſtians, that they 
ought to ſer a very great value on the Writings of 
the Apoſtl:s, that they ought 'ro be very diligent 
in endeavouring to acquire as ailtin&t a Knowledge 
as they can, of the Doctrines they have delivered in 
their Epiltles, that they ought to take great care to 
retain and hold faſt what Dofrines they have 
| learned from their Writings, and that they muſt not 
entertain any Dodrines for Articles of their Faith, 
\. bur whac Chrift and his Apoitles have caught. 
© And (faith this Author). ic would be abſurd to 
© imazin thar the Apoſtles ſhould fill cheir Writings 
with any of the Dodrinesof Chriſtianity, if they 
did'not-iinipoſe a neceflicy upon Men of believing 
them; p37. | | 
Anſw. Traz, it Chritians when they know they 
have writ them, ſhould be'a: liberty not to believe 
them. But would it bs abſurd to imagine they 
ſhould fill their Epiſtles to Believers or Chriſtians, 
wich Dodrines of Chriſtianity, if they did not im- 
poſe an abſolute necefiity on Unbelievers to believe 
them all explicitely to make them Chriſtians ? Is 
every particular Doctrine that is to be be believed, 
to be explicitelyv known and believed by Unbelievers 
- to make thera Chriſtians? ſo that when once they 
arts 
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are Chriſtians, there' is nothing more for them to 
endeavour to know: and believe © 001 
* And here (adds this Author) it is'not material 
© whether che. Epiſtles were wricten to' thoſe who 
* were already Chriſtians, and whether deſigned 
* to teach them any Doarines, to initruft-them in 
* what was neceilary to make chem Believers ; buc 
© it is ſufficient that they could not continue true 
Chriſtians or Believers, without acknowledging, 
© the Dorines there delivered for fundamencak Ars 
© ticles of Paich, and: neceſlary to be believed. by all 
f:Chriltians. + oo Ne 0d 299 pe 
Anſw. I am not certain that I comprehend what 
this Author means by Adaterial here, and in ſome 
other Places. Bur I chink the Apoſtles would have 
thought it very impertinent for them to attempt, 
and utterly impoſlible ro teach choſe who were Chri- 
{tians, any Doctr ines they were ignorant of, which 
were abſolutely neceſlary to be explicitely believed 
to make them Chriltians, or Believers. And accor- 
ding to the Senſe which I put on the Word Mzare- 
rial, on fach occaſions as this, I conceive it very _ 
material, whether the Perſons the tpi'tles were 
writ to, were Chriſtians, before they did expiicitly 
know and believe the Doctrines the Epililes were 


deſigned to inſtruct them ir, for if they were, the 


explicire Belief of choſe Dodtrines, could not be ab- 
folutely neceſſary to make chem Chriſtians, How 
Chriſtians were under a neceflity of believing them, 
when they underitood them, hath. heen formerly - 
ſhewed. Bur chey might continue good Chriltians 
without acknowledging they were neceliary to be 
beligved by all Chriſtians. Ic was fafhicient to ac- | 
knowledge that all Chriſtians ought to. endeavour 
to know them, and that they are neceilary to er 

Ved 
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Ln) 
lieved by all Chriſtians, when they underſtand 
them to be Doctrines taught by the Apolltles. 

To what this Author hath further writ in this 
Page, I will only fay theſe Two things ; 1. That 
_ thoſe to whom the Apoſtles writ cheir Epiſtles, did 
profeſs to believe all that was abſolutely neceſſary 
© be believed to make Men Chriſtians, otherwiſe 
they would not have wric to them under the Name 
of Chriſtians. 2. That there are very few, if any 
Chriſtians, who have a perfet Knowledge of all 
the Articles of Faith delivered in the New Teſta- 
ment, and yet other People may be very good 
Chriſtians, -and take the Epiſtles:for a part of the 
Rule of their, and other Chriſtians Faith. 

In p. 38. This Author appears not willing to ad- 
mit © That the Epiſtles to the Cormrhians, Galatians, 
© Theſſalonians and Philippians, were writ upon par- 
* ticular Occaſions, becauſe they were deſigned for 
* whole Provinces, and obliged a great Number e- 
* qually with thoſe Churches they were ſent to. 

Anſw. That which made the Epiſtles oblige Chra- 
flians who were out of the Pfovinces, made them 
oblige all the Chriſtians in the Provinces; there- 
fore paſſing over Metropolitical Controverſies, I 
will take Notice of theſe few things: r. All the 
Epiſtles were deſigned for thz uſe of the whole 
Church of God, in'that and all ſucceeding Apes; 
yet they might be wric upon particular Occaſions, 
and for that Reaſon be direted immediately to 
thoſe particular Churches or Perſons, who ' were 
more eſpecially concerned in thoſe parts of them, 
which have a reſpe& to the particular Occaſions of 
theic being written. 2. It will be very hard to give 
a rational and fatisfatory Account of many Paſſa- 
ges in the Epiltles t@ the Corinthians, &c. it there 
was 
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(8) | 
was no. particular occaſion of writing- them. to 
choſe Churches. Some may be apt to ſuſpe& 
they have Ground to. think the Apoſtles were 
not well adviſed ( which is a. Jealouſy, thoſe 
who believe they were inſpired, ſhould not be 
forward to ſuggeſt) in. writing feveral things 
which are to be found in theſe Epiſtles, if- there 
was. no particular Occaſion of writing them to 
thoſe Churches to which they were ſent, and par- 
ticularly addreſſed. 3. That which makes the Epi- 


files oblige all Chriſtians, is this, that they are Di- | 


vine Revelations ; and therefore all who acknow- 
ledge they were writ by inſpired Perſons, and are 
of Divine Authority, muſt be obliged- by them : 
for their being writ on particular Occaſions does not 
lefſen or impair their Authority. 4. What is pre- 
ciſely limited in theſe Epiltles co the particular oc- 


caſions on which they were writ, did not then ob-. 


lige any direaly and immediately, whoſe Circum- 
ſtances were not the ſame, and they will oblige all. 
whoſe Occaſions are the fame, to the End of the 


World. 


This Author further takes notice, That © The 
© Firſt Epiſtle of Str. Fobn, is directed to all Chrifti- 
© ans, Oc. :*. 39. | 

Anſw, From that, I think we may rationally ar- 
gue, that it can diretly concern none but thoſe 
who are Chriſtians ; and that its main deſign cond 
not be co inſtru them in the DoC&trines abſolutely. 
neceſſary to be believed by them, in order to their 
becoming Chriſtians. et 

This Author in p. 44- doth acknowledge, That 
* The general Deſign of the Epiſtles was to ſettle 
* and ſtrengthen Men in the Faith, &. 


And 


C oO ) 
\. Andifſo, muſt they not be in the Faith, that is, 
Chriſtians, befvure they could be ſerled and ſtrength- 
ened, &c. in the Faith? And is not the Deſign of 
them che ſame till ? viz. nor to reach Actiches ab- 
folutely neceſlary to be explicicely believed ro make 
Men Chriſtians, - but to ſettle and ſtrengthen thoſe 
who are Chriſtians, in the Faith. 

© But (faith this Author) it cannot be denied 
that the Epiſtle to the Hebrews doth contain ſome 
DocrinesabſMlately neceſlary to be believed to 
Salvation by all Chriftians, i this may be grant- 
ed, that the fame Faith was required aſter A 
verſ on, both from Jew and Gentle, p. 39. 

nſw. 'This i is wholly foreign to the preſent Pur- 
poſe: For the Enquiry is not about what is, or may 
be neceſlary tor Chriſtians, or Perifons ater they 
are noted co believe 2 But what Doctiines are 
abſolutely neceſſary to be explicitely believed to 
make Men Chriſhjans 3 2 Yet becauſe this Author 
irequently ſpeaks of ſome Dodrines being abſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, by all Chriſti- 
ans, fome of which Do&rines are not to be found 
any where bur ih the Epiſtles ; I will propoſe Two 
or Three ſhorc Queſtions to be conſidered by the 
Reader: i. Muit every Chriitian explicitely believe 
theſe Dodrines? _ 2, Can any Chrittian explicitely 
believe a Doctrine he knows nothing of ? 3. If he 
aſt know the Dodtrines propoſed to be believed, 

and muſt know that Jeſus Chriſt hath taught them, 
before he can be obliged to believe them; how can 
any Dodrine be abſolutely neceſlary to be believed 
by Chriſtians to Salvation, when there are Conditi- 
_ ons neceſſary. to, his being obliged to believe ther ? 
There are Dodrines abſolutely neceſlary to be be- 
lieved to make Men Chriſtians, becauls wichoue 
"pi 5 be- 
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believing them they cannot be Chriſtians. But there 
cannot be any other DoErines abſolutely neceſfary 
to be believed by one who is a Chriſtian ; . for by 
_ being a Chriſtian, be is obliged not to believe any 
Dodtrine, but upon certain Conditions, He muſt 
explicitely know the Doctrine,. before he believes it, 
and he muſt know that it is a Do&rine which Jeſus, 
whom he hath taken for his Lord hath taught. A 
Chriſtian is not to believe DoQrines at all adventure, 
nor upon every ones Word, who has a mind” to 
thruſt Docrines upon him. His believing a -Do- 
&rine muſt be an intelligent, -rational AR of Sub- 
miffion and Obedience to his Lord. All the Do- 
&rines any Chriſtians ' ( whether : before Jews or 
Gentiles) can be obliged to believe, are laid down 
in the New Teſtament. They- are not limiced to 
one particular pact of thofe Sacred Writings: "Ant 
all Chriſtians muſt endeavour to know as'many of 
them as they can, and then. believe them. - Bac 
there is nota preciſe Number of Dodtrines f=c down 
in any one Part of Scripture, as abſolutely neceffary 
to be believed by any Chrittian, or beyond which 
a Chriſtian is not co endeavour to extend his 
Belief. | OR 
In p. 47. This Author by way of Reply to. what 
he hath quoted out of the Fir/# YVmaication of the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &C. p. 14. where that 
Author declares the Reaſon wtiy he did. not go 
chrough the Epiſtles to collea the Fundamental Ar- 
ticles of Faith, &. propounds certain Queſtions, 
whereof the principal is this : © But how are theſes 
© Fundamental Points to be found in the Goſpels 
* and Ads, better than in the Epiltles ? _— 
Anſw. Though I think a very ſolid, ſtrong, rati- 
onal and invincible Anſwer is given to this and the 
| & other 
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other Queſtiors, in thoſe very Lines this Author 
hath quoted out of the Firſ# Vindic. from which he 
hath taken occaſion to propoſe thele Queſtions ; 
yet becauſe the ſame Author hath expreſſed himſelf 
more largely concerning: this Matter, in his Second 
Vindication of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. I 
| ſhall refer the Reader to p. 141, 142. of that Book, 
where I think he may find as compleat Satisfation 
to theſe Queries, as can reaſonably be deſired. But 
ſince this Author doth here, as well-as in ſeveral o- 
ther places, ſpeak of Truths revealed, or deliyered, 


or taught in the New Teſtament, * Which he ſaith, 


* have no reſpet to Man's Salvation, and which 
© are things indifferent ; I ſhall take leave to ask a 


few Queſtions. For what End were thoſe Truths 


taughc it the New Teſtament, which have no re- 


Chriſt hath taught, which have no reſpect to thoſe 
Peoples Salvation, who do believe them purely be- 
cauſe they know he-hath taught them ? Is it indif- 
ferent whether Chriſtians believe, or do not believe 


mifſfion to, and believing of what Chrift hath 


taught, by the Apprehenfiohs they, or other Men 


tor thote Truths which have a nearer, or more re- 


mote Connexion with what is abſolutely neceſlary | 
to be explicicely believed to make Men Chriſtians, | 
the Reader may adyance himſelf mych, ro in | 
. 4266 | now- | 


ct to Man's Salvation ? Which be thoſe Truths | 


any thing which they know Jeſus Chriſt hath | 
taught ? Are they togovern themſelves in their Sub- | 


/ 


ſhall be pleaſed to cheriſh, of the Reſpe& or no Re- | 
Ipe& his Do&rines have to Man's Salvation * Will | 
not ſach a Notion, if it take place, make ſhrewd | 
Work when dexterouſly managed, both with the | 
Truths which are taught, and the Rules of Practice 
which are laid down in the New Teſtament? As | 


( 33 ) 

Knowledge and Piety, by anattentive ſerious peru- 
ſing what the Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt i- 
anity, &c. hath writ concerning the ſame, in his 
Second Vindic. of the Reaſonab. &Cc. p. 74, 75. 

© The Terms of Salyation (faith this Author) are 
* as plainly and clearly ſet down in the Epiltles, as 
* in the Goſpels, p. 47. 

_ Anſw. Thoſe Dodtrines which are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be believed to Salvation, may be as plain- 
pl and clearly fer down in the Epiſtles, as in- the 

oſpels, and yer not be as clearly diſtinguiſhed in 
the former, as in the latter, from other Dodtrines, 
which are not abſolutely neceflary to be explicitely 

_ | believed to Salyation. 

| This Author bath (I think) in his oth Page, 

overturned all that he hath writ againſt :be Reaſon- 

ableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. in this Firſt part of his 

Book ; eſpecially if he will allow that the Perſons he 

Ipeaks of, before he comes to the middle of that 

Page, were Chriſtians, before they explicitely be- 

{| lievedevery particular Truth they were taught, du- 

_ Ting their Lives. For it they were, the Queſtion 
will not be, how many Articles they did believe in 
all 2 But what thoſe Articles were, the Belief of 
which, made them Chriſtians? If they were not 
| Chriſtians, cill they did explicitely believe the very _ 
| laſt Articles which were taught them during their 

' Lives, their Belief of thoſe Articles, joyn'd to thoſe 
\ they had learned before ( whatever they were ) 

» .; -made them Chriſtians : And if they did not every 

- | one happen to learn and believe the very ſame Ar- 

"| ticle in the laſt place, or one that made each Man's 

Y | Faith exactly the ſame, the explicite Belief of one 

\ Article made one Man a Chriſtian, 'and the expli- 

cice Belief of another Article made another Man a 

Z G2 - Chri- 
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Chriſtian, which is utterly impoſſible. For no Man 
can be a Chriſtian, wichout that which is abſolutely 
neceſlary to make a Man a Chriſtian. 

Could I meet with a Paſſage in the Reafonableneſs 
of Chriſtianity, &c. which I could juſtly think to 
Have a Tendency to impair the Divine Authority 
of the Epiltles, or- lefſen Peoples Eſteem tor them, 
I hope 1 ſhould as heartily diſlike it, and be as ready 


to caution People againſt it, as another Perſon, 
notwithſtanding | make ſo great account of the | 


Book ic ſelf. And though I have wric fo many 
Pages, in order to the clearing ſome Mijtakes (as [ 


ons ON the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, Kc. yet I 
tally 'concur with the worthy Author of them, in 


what I apprehend. was his principal Deſign. Theze | 
are many very excellent and uſetul things in this | 


pare of his Book. He writes very well, and like a 
very good Man ; and had not his miſapprehending 
the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. led him out. of 


his way, and ſomewhat bewildred him, his Dif: | 


courſe (according to my Judgment) would have' 


been without a Blemiſh; unleſs his uſing ſometimes, | 


Eonceive) in this Firſt part part of the Animadvwerſe- | 


| 


| 


a greater Latitude in his Expreflions, than is rigidly | 
- juſtifiable, may be reckoned one, notwithſtanding | 
Ar is but a keeping Pace with the molt Applauded | 
and Learned Writers. 

- Our enjoying the Epiſtles as well as the Goſpels, | 
and As, is a Mercy for which we can never be ; 
ſufficiently thankful. May we all ſet a juſt Value. 
on taem, read them attentively, ſtudy them dilir | 
gently, and make that Improvement we ought, of | 
our being favoured with ſo ineſtimable a Blefling ; | 
then we ſhall reap ſingular Benefit from them, and | 
one End aimed at in the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt ianity, | 
&c. will be greatly advanced. i 


Obſervations | 
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Obſer vations on the Reaſon of 
| Chriſt s comimg into the World. 


7 | 

2 | El \ 

; HE Title this Author hath given to the Se- 
7 cond Part of his Animadverſions is, Of the 


* | Reaſon of Chriſt's coming into the World. 1 will pals 
/ | over this Part very briefly, becauſe this Author 
L | ſeems to find faulc with ſome Paſſages in the Reaſon: 
"| ableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8c. on purpoſe to take Oc- 
calion to diſcourſe of Chriſt's Satisfa&tion ; whereas 
| the Author of rhe Reaſonableneſs, &c. hath laid down 
|. very good Reaſons (I think) why he did not think 

_ it proper, for him to inſiſt on that point, in his 
*| Ron 


+ 


4 I do not find that the Author of the Reaſonableneſs, 
t | 8c. hath declared it was his Deſign to diſcourſe 
- | . of the Reaſon of Chriſt's coming into the World, 
© | in the Pages chis Author hath choſen toAnimadvert 
| on, in this part of. his Book. The true Reaſon of 
/ | Chriſt's coming into the World (I think) was the 
Þ | Father's Appointment. A very true and excellent 
d | Account is given in :be Reaſonableneſs, &c. of the 
| great End for which Chriſt came into the World, 
» | though not in. the Pages to which this Author doth 
v | here confine himſeit. In theſe Pages, the Author 
6 | © of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. takes notice of the Occa- 
A fion of Chriſt's coming intq_the World, and of 
' what Men are reſtored to by Teſs Chrift. . Thele Be- 
| nefits may perhaps be- properly enough called colla- 
{ teral, 'or concomitant Ends of his coming into the 
»| World, becaufe particulacly intended ; but they 
2 = <t com? 
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comprehend not the whole End of his coming into 
the World. It is agreed on both'lides, that Bl;f 
and Immortality were loſt by Adam's Fall : Immortali- 
ty, the Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. ſaith, is 
reſtored by Chriſt to all Men, but Eternal Bliſs is 
not reſtored by Chriſt abſolutely to any Man. (I 
| meddle not with the Caſe of thoſe who dy in their 
Infancy) and what is abſolutely neceſſary in order 


to any Man's obtaining by Chriſt, a claim of Right 


to Eternal Bliſs, is the Subject of a great part of the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &C. 


The Obedience, and Sufferings of Chriſt, can-. 
not, I conceive, be properly called the Reaſon of - 


his coming into the World, nor the End thereof, 
any otherwiſe than a Means is called a Subordinate 
End. But.though I ſaid Chriſt's reftoring Immor- 
tality to Man, was agreed on both ſides, yet this 
Author ſeems to be diffatisfied with the Account 


the Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. hath given of 


It, andif I apprehend him aright, becauſe he doth 


not include Bliſs, in his Notion of Immortality. 
Now this I chink is the Truth of the Caſe, Im- '| 


: ”- 


mortality, as loſt by Adaw's Tranſgreflion, is reſto- 


red to all Men by Chriſt, in that he will raiſe them 
_ all from Death. And he hath purchaſed Eterndl 
Bliſs for chem, on the Terms the Author of he Rea- 
ſonableneſs, &c. hath given a large and full Account 


of from the Teſtimony of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


That is, that all who heartily take Jeſus for their 


Lord, aad Faithfully obey and follow him, ſhall _ 


at the Reſyrre&ion be everlaſtingly bleſſed. The 
great and famous Athanaſiws, who was never reputed 
an Enemy (that I know of ) to Chriſt's Satisfacti- 
on, hath more than once declared it was his Judg- 
ment, that Chriſt came into the World to Peta e 
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Immortality for Mankind. I have not his Works 
by me, and therefore can neither relate his Words, 
nor refer particularly to the Places, but'T think I 
may depend upon it, that my Memory doth not 
iail me, as to his Notion. Bute without laying any 
ſtreſs upon his Authority, I ask what can be pre- 


tended tor Mens being Immortal, any other way 
_ than by Chriſt, by thoſe who acknowledge that Sin 


hath brought Death upon all Men ? If the Reſur- 


recion be the Fruic of Chriſt's Undertaking, and 


Performance, how could it have been poflible for 
guilty Man to ſuffer, after he was dead, if Chriſt 
had not come ? The Diſcourſe is concerning Men, 
not concerning ſeparate Spirits. | 
This Author, p. 57. makes the Reaſons of Chriſt's 
coming into the world, and'the End of his coming 
to be the ſame, and faith, *© It was to make Satisfa- 
© ion for the Sins of the whole World, and to 
© reſtore Mankind to the Favour of God by ſuffer- 
* ing in our ſtead, and being made Sin for us. 
SatisfaQtion it ſelf, was not the ultimate End of 


his coming into the World. His Sufferings and 


Death were parts of the way and means, by which 
he was to obtain what was the End of his coming 


into the World. His Death, and his Reſurre&ion 


too, had a Relation to a further End, viz. his be- 
ing Lord both of the Dead and Living, Rom. 14. 9. 
In his Sufferings and dying, he had an Eye and Re- 
gard to what was the great End of his Undertaking 
Heb. 12, 2. that his Death had a Relation to this, 
is moſt evident from Ph. 2. 7, to the 12th. He 
hath purchaſed Immortality for Mankind abſolute- 
ly. Bat he hath not purchaſed Pardon and Bliſs for 
Men abſolutely, but upon certain Conditions, viz. 
their believing in the i” God, and in him as _ 
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hy him; fo as to take him unfeignedly for their 
Lord and King. 5So' that the true End of Chriſt's 
coming into the World, was to obtain to himſelf a 
Kingdom, or to be a:King, and to have a Right to 
difpence and contzr Pardon and Eternal Bleſſedneſs 
on thoſe who ſhould become his fincere Subjects ; 
which I think 1s as plain as can be, if we will take. 

_ his own Word for a :Proof of it, Pilate therefore 

| feid unto-bim, art thou. a: King then © Jeſus anſwered, 
thou ſayeſt that Iam a. King; to ths End was I born, 

3 and for this Cauſe came I mio the World, that I ſhould 

= beer Witneſs unto the Truth, every one that is of the 

3 Trutb beareth my Voice. "Th. 18. 37. | 
 Inp. 60. This Author hath theſe:Words concern- 

_ ing Chriſt's ſatisfying for our Sins: © We do not 
* mean. that Chriſt ſuffered the ſame Puniſhment, 
* which. we ſhould have done, but only that the 
© Dignity of his Perſon made his Sufferings equiva- 
© lent to the Eternal Puniſhment of a whole World 
or: ſinnens, 3  .: Lb 
. nſw. Chriſt's Satisfaction. is a very great and 
weighty Poinre : Bur either I, or many who have 
writ concerning 1t, are under ſome Miſtakes, with 
Reference to it. 1 conceive Chriſt did not ſatisfy 
the Law for Sinners, which they had broken : For | 
bad he ſuttzred the fame Puniſhment which they 

ſhould have ſuffered, that would not have ſatisfied 

1t, becauſe it required Perſonal Puniſhment alone, and 

did not_run, that the Offender or another ſhould 

ſutter it. - And Equivalent Sufferings could not ſatisfy + 

it, becauſe there:was no ſuch Proviſo it the Law. 

Chritts Satisfa@tion, I conceive, did not conſiſt in 

his Sufferings being equivalent to the Eternal Puniſh- 

ment ol a whole World of Sinners,, by reafon of 
the Dignity of bis Perſon : For if the Dignity of his 

x} + "0 Per- 
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Perſon made his Sufferings equivalent to the Eter- 


nal Puniſhment of a whole World of Sinners, the 


Degrees of his Sufferings could not ſignify any thing 
to his making SatisfaFion ; the Dignity of his Per- 
fon was the ſame, whether his Sufferings were 


greater or leſs, and could confer the ſame Vertue to _ 


one, as to many Degrees. The laying the whole 
Streſs of Chriſt's Satisfa&tion on the Dignity of his 
Perſon, I ſuppoſe was that, from whence ſome took 
occation to vent, that ungrounded dangerous Noti-_ 

on (which ſtil] infets too many) That one Drop of 
Chriſt's Blood as ſufficient to ſave many Worlds of 
Simmers : Which makes the greateſt parts of Chriſt's 
Sufferings utterly uſeleſs, as to Satisfation ; and 
in the natural and juſt Conſequences of it, throws 

moſt horrid ' Aſperſions both on God, and Chriſt, 
TI conceive the SatisfaGion of Chrilt, confiſtedin_ 
his perfect fulfilling the Law that pertained to him as 
Mediator here upon Earth, antecedently to his Re- 
ſurre&tion. All che Inſtances and Degrees of which 
Obedience and Sufferings were appointed by his 
Father, with infinite Wiſdom, and for moſt good 
and wiſe Reaſons. That his Obedience and Suffer- 
ings, had the Virtue and Efficacy of making Satil- 
faction for Sinners, provided they ſhould comply 
with the Terms he ſhould propoſe to them, was 
from the Father's appointing and accepting them 
for that Purpoſe ; as well as for ſeveral other Purpo- 
ſes they had by the ſame Appointment a Relation 
to, both with reſpe& to Chriſt himſelf, and thoſe 
who ſhould believe in him ; not to ſay any thing of 
the reſpect they had to all Mankind, and the Bene- 

fits that redound therefrom to all Men. 


Obſervations 
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Obſervations on the Third Part. 


HE Title given to this Part is, 7/hat we are to 
believe concerning ChrifF, This Author faith; 

p. 65. That © The Author of the Reaſonableneſs, 8c, 
< and Mr, Hobs agree ſo exactly concerning the 
© neceflity of believing this one Article only, (viz. 
© that Jeſus 15 the Chriſt) and in the Method they 
« have taken for the Proof of it, by citing ſeveral 
© Texts from the Preaching of our Saviour, and his 
< Apoſtles in the Aﬀts, and no further, that they 
only differ ſo much as a Copy does from an Ori- 
ginal. Yet this Author is fo z»genuows, he grants 
This can be no good Reaſon for rejecting what 
© the Anthor of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8&C. 
© hath aſſerted, if his Doctrine be otherwiſe found 
* agreeable tothe whole Tenour of Scripture. 
Anſw. I deſire no more but that theſe Words may 
b added, ſo far as it diſcourſes concorning what the Au- | 
zbor of the Reaſonablenels, &c. was enquiring after, | 
viz. what Articles are abſolutely neceſſary to be explicite- 
ly believed by one who acknowledges the true God, to 
make him a Chriſtian. A. few Days ago, I acciden- 
rally met with a Book, entituled, Hobs's Tripos; and 
perceiving that one part, of it was entituled De Cor- 
pore Politico, I was 1o curious as to read that Part, 
to ſee whether he did there creat of Religion, and | 
what he did ſay concerning.it. In the Sixth Chaps 
ter of the Second Part of it, I found him diſcour- 
ſing very agreeably to what this Author quotes out 
of the Eighteenth Chapter of his Book De Cive. 
Mr. Hobs doth proceed, in this Book I ſpeak of, Ws 
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ther than the A&s, citing ſeveral Texts out of the. 
Epiſtles. And it I reach his Senſe and Deſign, Mr. 
Hobs's Notion is vaſtly different from that laid down 
in the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. Mr. Hobs's 
Notion ſeems to be this 5 That one who 4 a Chriſtian © 
cannot be neceſſarily obliged to believe any more Articles 
than this, that TJeſws zs the Meſſiah. That one who is 
a Chriſtian, is neceſſarily ,obliged to believe as ma» 
ny Articles, as he can attain to know are taught in 
#he Holy Scriptures, is the Notion of the Author 
of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &C. w 
 T think Mr. Hobs's Diſcourſe is neither conſiſtent 
"| with it ſelf, nor with that, he intended it ſhould. 
ſupport. His Expreflions are many times fo gene- 
ral, they comprehend enough to overthrow all he 
aims at. He ſeems willing that feveral Diſtin& Ar- 
ticles ſhould be abſolutely neceſlary to be explicitely 
believed to Salvation; though how his bringing in 
the Belief of the Scriptures amongſt them, can be 
conſiſtent with what he principally defigned, is a- 
bove my Reach. But when he comes. to prove his 
| Fundamentals (as he calls them) he produceth no 
Scriptures, but what particularly teach this Do- 
&rine, that Jeſus is the Chrift, and therefore at laſt 
concludes, this isthe only Fundamental Point of Faith. 
But if he would have ſpoken exactly and truly, he 
ſhould have ſaid, The only Point, ab/olutely neceſſa-- 
75, to be explicitely believed by thoſe who acknow-. 
| ledge the only True and Living God. Though other 
Points (ſaith he) may be true, they are not ſo neceſſary 
to be believed, as that a Man may not be ſaved, 
though he believe them not. As to the former Part of 
this Afſertion, I ſhall take Notice, that he only 
ſaith, They may be true. But the Author of 7be Rea- 
ſonablene, &c. laith, They arg Divine Truths _ 
gotta a einen a foe” 


(92 ) 
that they muff be received with ffedfaſt Faith, &c. 
As to the Jatter part of Mr. Hobs's Aſlertion, I 
jhall obſerve, that the Point is not, whether a Man 
may not be ſaved, though he believe them not ; 
But 1. Whether the Belief of them is not neceſſa- 
Ty to Salvation, in him who doth know they are 
taught in the Holy Scriptures. 2. Whether a Chri- 
ſtian fabje&t may without hazard of his Salvation, 
do Actions in Obedience to his Sovereign, which 
imply a Denial of them, notwichſtanding he 
knows they are revealed in the Scripture 2 Mr. Hobs 
declares for the affirmative. p. 214. Mr. Hobs faith, 
the Belief of that Point (viz. That Jeſus 1s the 
Chriſt ) 3s ſufficient for the Salvation of any Man 


2whoſoever he be, p. 208. That is, let a Man know 


ever fo many Dodtrines delivered in the New Teſta- 


ment, and that they are taught there, he 1s not ob- 


liged to believe them. Nothing (faith he) zs truly a 
pornt of Faith, but that Feſms is the Chrift, p. 110. The 
Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. delivers the di- 
ret contrary Truths. And theſs are Notions 
which cannot poſitbly confiſt with a Perſon's belie- 
ving Jeſus to be the Chriſt, ſq as to take him hear- 


tily for his Lord and King. Yet Mr. Hobs faith, 


Chriſtian Faith conſiſteth in acknowledging our Saviour 


Chrift to be King of Heaven ; and therefore we mu#t 


endeavour to obey his Laws, p. 211. But it ſeems 
believing what our Saviour hath taught, was not 
(with Mr. Hobs) any part of our Obedience to him. 


The contradictory of this, is what the Author of 


the Reaſonableneſs, 8&c. hath delivered moſt juſtly 
for the Truth. Mr. Hobs ſeems to lay much ſtrefs 
on this, that rhe Controverſies of Religion (among ff 
Chriſtians) are about Points unneceſſary to Salvation ; 
by which I conceive he means, — 
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Chriſtians to believe. But a Points being contro- 
verted, doth not make the Belief of it unneceſſary. 
Men- may raiſe and maintain Controverſies about 
what Points they pleaſe ; but I am obliged to be- 
lieve whar I do know JeſusChriſt hath caught,and to 
endeavour to know as many more Dofrines which - 
he hath taught, as I can, and to believe explicitely 
as many as I ſhall attain an explicite Knowledge of, 
tet ocher People diſpute and make as many Contro- 
verſies about them as they pleaſe. Contoverſy 
may occaſion and engage Chriſtians io etiquire 
more accurately, whether Chriſt hath ſaid any 
thing concerning the Points and what he hath taught 
concerning it. And what a Chrillian underſtands 
Chriſt hath taught concerning it, he is neceſlarily 
to believe, let thole who controvert it, ſay what 
they will. | 
I find Mr. Hobs was for a Publick Conſcience, and 
for Peoples transferring their Right of Judging im mat- 
ters of Religion, to another. Which Notion agrees 
well enough with that of a great many Perſons in 
the World. He differs from them in this, That he 
is for having the Right transferred to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, p. 214, 215- Perbaps he was then, or had 
a mind to be in Favour wich the Civil Magiltrate. 
Thoſe who are willing to part with their Conſcien- 
ces, and put them forth to Truf, no doubt, are de- 
ſirous to . place them where they think it will be 
moſt for their own Advantage. But I think there 
cannot be a Notion more contrary to what the Au- 
thor of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. delivers, than this is. 
Many more Particulars might be mentioned, to dil- 
cover that what is laid down in the Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſtianity, &c. hath no Agreement with the No- 
tions Mr. Hobs advanced, but ſtands at the Ma 
ams 
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ſame Diſtance from them, the Dodrines delivered 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles do, but I chink theſe are 
_—— to ſatisfy any indifferent and impartial Per- 
on. 

In p; 66. This Author propoſeth to examine 
© Whether the Son of God, and Mefliah, or Chriſt 
« always ſignify the ſame in Scripture. 

Anſw. This is not the Queſtion to be examined, 


with reſpe& to what the Auchor of rhe Reaſonableneſs, 


&c. doth aſſert. But whether the Son of God, and 
the Mefliah or Chriſt, do always ſignify the ſame, 
when they are uſed either alone, or together, in 
thoſe Places of Scripture, which declare what it is 
the due believiapg whereof doth conſtitute or make 
People Chriſtians? or which relate what Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles did propoſe to People acknowledg- 
ing the True God, to be believed ro make them 
Chriſtians, and upon their believing of which, they 
did own and acknowledge them for Chriſtians ? 
That theſe Terms, when thus made uſe of in Scrip- 
ture, do ſignify the fame, I think the Author of 
the Reaſonableneſs, &c. hath proved very clearly and 


fully in that Book, and in his Second Vindication of 


it, they very plainly appear to ſignify the ſame 
with St. Paul on ſuch occaſioris. For ſoon after his 
Converſion, *tis ſaid, he preached Chrift in the Syna- 
gopues, that he z the Son of God, A&. 9. 20. That 
which he propoſed to be believed was this, That Je- 
fus Chriſt of Nazareth, or that Perſon who was 
eminently known by the Name Chriſt, is the Son 
of God. Now in v. 22. it is ſaid, he confounded the 
Tews (the Perſons who oppoſed this Dofrine) how 
did he confound them ? By proving this is the wery 
Chri/#. Now it the Son of God, and the Chriſt, or 
Mefhah, did not here ſignify the ſame, his Pome 
| nat. 


tow) 


that the Perſon he preached of, was very Chris, 
could not be a Proof, .and ſuch a Proof as would 
confound the Jews, that he was the So of God. 
I acknowledge the Son of God, is an Expreflion 
that denotes our Saviour's Divinity, in very many 
Places of Scripture, even in all. thoſe where it is 
made uſe of, in declaring and teaching that parti- 
cular Docrine. But the Author of the Reaſonable- 
neſs, &c. was not enquiring in how many Senſes, 
that Phraſe, the Son of God, was uſed in Scripture, 
but what its Senſe and Meaning is, in ſuch Places 
of Scripture, as I before ſpoke of. The Reaſonable- 
- meſs, &c. neither treats of our Saviour's Divinity, 
nor enquires how many things Chriſtians muſt en- 
deavour to know, and then believe, concerning 
Chriſt. But it lays down the Articles which Chri 
and his Apoſtles have taught, are abſolutely necef- 
ſary to be explicitely believed to make Men Chri- 
ſtians, by Virtue of their believing of which aright, 
they will be neceſſarily obliged to employ their beſt 
Endeavours, to attain to a ſound Knowledge of - 
}, what Chriſt hath caught, and to believe our Savi- 
I our's Divinity, and the other Dodrines which are 
delivered in all thole Sacred Writings, which make 
up the entire Rule of Chriſtian Faith, when they 
| know that they are taught there. = 
This Author urges, That © The Son of God is of 
* a larger Signification than the Chriſt, or Mefliah, 
© in Fohn 20. 31. But theſe things are written that , ye 
* might believe that Feſws us the Chrift, the Son of God, 
© &c. Becauſe the Deſign of St. Fobn's Goſpel was 
© to aſſert the Divinity of Chriſt, againſt thoſe 
oy 
C 
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that oppoſed it. Now if thoſe Phraſes mean on-_ 
ly the ſame, then St. Fobn himſelf does not affign 
the true (I ſuppoſe he would fay, the compleat, 
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© of full, and adequate) Reaſon for his writing 
© that Goſpel; for it appears that he had certainly 
© another End in it, than barely to prove Jeſus to - 
© be the Mefliah. But if they mean difterently, 
© and Sen of God does there denote Chriſt's Divint- 
'© ty, then we have in that forementioned Paſſage, 
© the whole Intention of the Apoſtle, afhgned for 
© his writing that Goſpel, namely, to ſhew thac 
© Jeſus was the Chriſt, and that he was God, 
© p. 68, 69. 
 Anſw.l acknowledge St.Fohn did deſignin his Go- 
ſpel co aflere the Divinicy of Chriſt, and that he 
hath proved his Diviaity at large, in his Firſt Chap- 
ter (as this Author moſt truly declares) and I think 
he hath ' very clearly caught it, in other Parts of 
his Goſpel coo. I think likewiſe, it is paſt doubr, 
that St. Jobs in writing his Goſpel, did deſign to 
inſtru People in ſeveral other Doctrines, beſides 
Chriſt's Divinity, as he hath acually done; for I 
cannot be perſuaded, . that thoſe other Doctrines 
were dropt there by Chance; fo that to ſhew thac 
Jeſus was the Chriſt, and that he was God, could 
not be the whole Intention of the Apoſtle, in writing 
that Goſpel. Further, I chink this Author and I are 
agreed, that the Miracles our Saviour wrought, 
were not immediate Proofs of the Do@rines he 
taught, but of his Mzſſion, or that he was the Chri/. 
Moreover, the Son of God, denotes ſomething be- 
ſides our Saviour's Divinity, or being God, in thoſe 
places of Scripture where it is uſed for the Proof 
of that Point; but St. Fobr is not giving an Ac- 
count in this Paſſage, Chap. 20. 31. of his whole 
deſign in writing that Goſpel, but of the Reaſons 
why he did fo largely relate the Signs and Miracles 
which Chriſt did ; which Signs and Miracles did 

not 
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not prove any thing more, dire&ly and immediate- 
ly, than that he was the Jdeſiah. Thus the Chris, 
and the Son of God, leem here to ſignify the 


In p. 73. This Author faith, That © What 
might be ſufficient to denominate a Man a Belie- 
ver, or a Chriſtian during the actual Miniſtry of 
Chriſt, would not truly entitle any one to that 
Character after our Saviour's Afſlention, and for 
© this Reaſon, becauſe we do not find from the 


_ © whole Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that any of thoſe 


© Who believed on our Saviour, had a juſt Know- 
" ledge of him, or what was the true End of his 
© coming into the World. — 

Anſw. The dire& contrary appears by the Ads 
of the Apoſtles, where we conſtantly find the A- 
poſtles propounding juſt the ſame Articles Jeſus him- 


| felf did, to be believed, in order to Peoples beihg 
Chriſtians, or denominated Believers. And if 


Chriſt admitted Perſons during his Miniſtry, into 
the ſame Covenant People are admitted into ſince 
his Aſſention, what was ſufficient before for that 
purpoſe, muſt be fo after his Aſſention. But what 


this Author means by a ju## Knowledge of Chriſt, - 


and the true End of his coming into the World, I 
muſt not undertake to determine ; therefore I ſhall 


'only. ask, Whether they had a true Knowledge of 


Chriſt, and the End of his coming, ſo far as was 


_ abſolutely neceſſary to make chem Chriſtians? It 


they had, their not knowing any thing more than 
what was then revealed, and made known to them, 
in order to their being Chriſtians, cannot be a 
good Reaſon why what was ſufficient to warrant 
cheir being denominated Chriſtians, ſhould not be 


ſufficient to warrant Perſons being denominated 
H Chri- 
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Chriſtians now, unleſs together with the Proof that 
there are more Articles revealed now, than were 
then, there be alſo as clear Proof that all, or ſome 
of theſe latter Articles, are now required to be ex- 
plicicely believed for that Purpoſe. 

Bur (faith this Author) * It is natural to infer 
* from A&. x. 6, 7, 8. that the Apoſtles had not 
* yet attained co that clear Knowledge of him, 
* and the Deſign of his coming, which it was necel. 
* ſary they ſhould be endewed with, p. 74- 

Anſw. They had not all that Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and of his Deſign, which it was neceſlary 
they ſhould be endowed with, .in order to their 
own Advantage, and to. their giving the World 
that entire and compleat Revelation, Chriſt would 
make.of his Will by them. But it cannot be infer'd 
that they had not all that Knowledge which was 
abſolutely neceſſary to make them Chriſtians: were 
there-no Chriſtians upon Earth, after Chriſt's Af- 
cemtion, till after the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt * 
or were not the Apoſtles Chriſtians, till they were 
endeued with a clear Knowlededge of all thoſe 
things Chriſt would make known, for the Benefit 
of his Church, and which they were gradually 
to inftru&t Pecple in, and commit to writing for 
the uſe of future Ages ? Can no Man be a Chriſti- 
an, till he hath an explicite Knowledge of every 
Particular, in the fulleſt import of it, which is de- 
livered in the Scripture, and hath a reſpe& to Jeſus, 
3s the Mefhas ? Which is the true Notion of belie- 
ing Jelus to be the Mefſias, abſolutely neceſlary 
to make Men Chriſtians, that he is the Perſon God 
bath ſent to be our King and Saviour, whoſe Do- 
arines and Laws we are conſcientiouſly to endea- 
vour to leain, and believe and obſerve, as we attain 
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© know them 32}vOs, - That he: is the: Perſon: ſent 
aha ach taught theſe and thele . 
particular Doarines,' neither more, nor fewer (and 
ſo as touching his Precepts) every one of- which, 
we do actually beizzve and practice 2 Can no Per- 
ſon be a Chriſtian now, till he hath as expli- 
cite and full a Knowledge ot every thing Chriſt 
hath caught and revealed, as that Apoſtle-ever had, 
who was endowed with che largeſt meaſure of Re- 
velation ? whatever he did know this way, had a 
reſpect to Jeſus as the Meſſiah : And the very laft 
wn he had this way, acquainted him with 


ſomething concerning the Meſſiah, which he did 


not fo clearly and fully know before ; - fo that he 
could not form a 1:5} and adequate Rule of Faith con- 
cerning him, till he knew that. 
© Ie will not (iaich this Author) alter the cale, by 
* ſaying, That thole who died then in that Faith, 
* were undovixtedly faved ; for that would be no 
* more an Argument, than the proving that be- 
cauſe a Jew was ſaved before Chriſt's coming in- 
to the World, by Virtue of Chriſt's Mediation, 
in the ace of the Moſaick Law , he 
might be equally capable of Salvation now, in 
the Profteflion of that Religion, p. 74- 
Anſw. What this Author hath delivered in theſs 
Words, would afford room for many Remarks : 


A 
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- But T ſhall only obſerve, That believing that Jeſus 


is the Mefliab, was not abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, before he came into the World; nor was 
any thing more abſolutely neceſlary to be believed 
to Salvation, under the Moſaick Diſpenſation, 


than God had made abſolately neceſlary to be be- 


lieved for that purpoſe, under it. But at the 


coming of our Saviour, a New Covenant being 
H 2 -ſubſti- 
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ſubſtituted in the Place of the Moſaick Diſpenſati- 
on, it was under a New Condition, viz. the be- 
lieving and taking Jeſus to be the Meffiah our 
King, and ſubmitting to his Law. If that Diſpen- 
ſation were not abrogated, but did ſtill continue 
the way of Salvation, nothing more would now be 
abſolutely neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, 
than what was made ſo by that Conſtitution. And 
if the Chriſtian Diſpenſation were to be abrogated, 
and another to come into its room, whereby ſome- 
thing diſtin& from what is contained in the Goſpel, 
or Chriſtian Diſpenſation, ſhould be made abfolute- 
ly neceſſary to be believed to Salvation, the Beliet of 
every thing delivered in the New Teſtament, would 
not, when the Goſpel Diſpenſation was at an end, 
be ſufficient to Salvation. But the adding of more 
Revelations, which are to be ſtudied, and expli- 
Citely believed when known, doth not alter the Diſ- 
penfation, or make more abſolutely neceſlary to 
be believed to Salvation, or to intereſt a Perſon in 
that Diſpenſation, than was at firſt abſolutely ne-_ 
cellary to that Purpoſe; any more than every 
new Law made in a Nation, doth alter the Con- 
ſticution of that Government, and make ſomething 
more abſolutely neceſlary to be known, and expli- 
citely aſſented to, to make a Perſon a Subjed of 
that Government, than was abſolutely neceſſary to 
that Purpoſe before. Will any ſerious conſidering 
Chriſtian affirm, that Jeſus Chriſt will reje& any 
Perſon, who by the gracious Influence of the Holy - 
Ghoſt, is effeAually brought to receive him with 
all t:is Heart, co be his Lord and King, and fincere- 
ly endeavours to fulfil that Engagement ? people 
are generally very willing to believe that Jeſus has 


cited for them, and ſatisfied for their Sins, and they 
| can 
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can be contented to own him for a Prophet, to 
furniſh them with Notions 3 but they are not fo 
ealily prevailed with to give Subſtantial Evidences, 
that they do heartily take him for their King. Were 
chey generally brought to a ſound Beliet and Ac- 
knowledgment of his being their King, they wonld 
make a much better Improvement of what he hath 
deliverad in the Holy Scripture | concerning his 
Prieſthood, and his being a Prophet, .than they com- | 
monly do, notwithſtanding the great Zeal they 
pretend to diſcover for thoſe Offces. The Courſes 
they ordinarily allow themſelves in, are evidently 
and utterly inconſiſtent with their receiving J={us 
unfeignedly for their King, and their preſe: ving a 
Senſe of that Relation upon their Spirits, whatever 
way they have got to reconcile them to the 
Notions they entertain concerning his other Of- 
CES: | | | | 
© For (ſaith this Anthor) we are to dire& our 
Faith and Practice accorving to the molt full 
© and clear Revelation of God's Will, and to believe 
© that to be neceſſary to Salvation, which appears 
from the full extent of Revelation, to be requir'd 
© 1n order to it, þ. 74+ — | 
Anſw. Thoſe who are Chriſtians are to direct 
their Faith and practice according to the tulleſt 
Meaſure of the Knowledge they can attain, of 
what God hath revealed; that is, They muſt be-_ 
lieve explicitely, and actually perform whatſoe- | 
ver they can attain to know Chriſt hath caught, 
and made their Duty. And in order to their at- 
taining to the cleareſt and fulleit Knowledge of 
their Lord's Will, they muſt take care they do not 
confine themſelves to a certain Number of Articles 
_ and Precepts of Mens con but muſt ow 
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ly read-and ſtudy the entire and compleat Revela- 
ton Chriſt hath made of his Fathers Pleaſure in the 
Holy Scriptures, 'Y. we. are not to believe any 
Article is abſolutely. neceſſary to Salvation , but 
what.he hath wade I 16 be ſo; tor if we'do, we 
tranſgreſs our Bounds, and go further than the ut- 
moſlt extent of Revelation reaches, as to that Mat- 
ter, and conſequently do that, which we have no 
warrant for in Divine Revelation. It doth not tol- 
low, that becauſe Chriſtians are: not to believe any 
thing as an. Article of the Chriſtian Faith , buc 
what is taught in the New Teſtament, and muſt 
endeavour to know as many of the Doctrines which 
are taught there, as they can, and believe every one 
as they atrain to know them, therefore every Do- 
&rine delivered in the New Teſtament,is abſolutely 
neceſſary to be believed to make Men Chriſtians. 
© Bur (faith this Author) if all chat was abſo- 
* Jutely neceſſary to Salyation, or to denominate 
© Men truly Chriſtians, was the bare believing Je- 
* fusto be che Meffiah (the believing Jeſus co be 
the Meflias, 1o as to take him abſolutely for their 
King) why ſhould our Saviour promiſe the Mifi- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, to inſtru& them (viz. 
his Diſciples) farther in what they ought to believe 
* concerning him? p. 75. 

Anſw. Our Saviour did not promiſe the Holy 
Ghoſt co inſtruct them in what they were to be- 
lieve to make them Chriſtians (for they were Chri- 
Ntians when the Promiſe was made to them, or how 
could they be his Diſciples ? ) but in ſuch Matters 
as they muſt believe, when inſtructed in, by Vir- 
tue of their having received him for their Lord, 
and as other Chriſtians muſt endeavour to under- 
ſtand, and then believe on the ſame Account. 


To 


Q 4 


C7 


To what purpoſe did they oblige themſelves in 
taking Jeſus for their Lord, to believe whatever 
he ſhould teach them, if they knew and believed be- 
fore, all thatchey ſhould ever be obliged to believe? 
© This Author thinks þe hath Reaſon to con- 
* clude from A&. 10.43. &c. That we are to under- 
* ſtand by believing Jeſus ro be the Mefliah, in 
© this and almoſt all ocher Places, the full extenc 
* and meaning of thole Words, as they are explain- 
* ed by. this, and other Apoſtles in all Parts of 
* Scripture, becauſe they were all of them inſpired 
* by the ſame Holy Ghoſt, and therefore muſt all 
© have the ſame Meaning. And that therefore the 
* believing Jeſus tobe the Methah,” as it is now re- 
© Quired tor a Fundamental of our Faith, muſt 
* comprehend the full Senſe, chat is given of ic in 
* oCripture, p. 76, 77- : : 
Anſw. If I comprehend the Force of this Au- 
thor's arguing here, it is thus: The Apoſtles, by 
the Term Meſſiah, did underftand all thoſe particu- 
lar Dodrines they have delivered throughout the 
Holy Scriptures, concerning that Jeſus of whom 
they preached, ſo that by Peoples believing Jeſus 
to be the Meſſiah, they meant their believing expli- 
citely every one of thoſe Doctrines. "This Notion 
now is buile upon this Suppoſition, that the Apo- 
ſtles when they preached Jeſus to any, they did 
particularly acquaint them with every one of thoſe 
 Dodrines, and then promiſing them Pardon, &c. 
if they did believe Jeſus to be the Mefliah, they 
declared to them, that by believing Jeſus to be the 
Mefliah, they meant the explicite believing of eve- 
Ty one of thoſe Dodrines they had propoſed to 
them. The Reaſon given' for this Suppoſition, is 
(as I apprehend) this, They were all inſpired by 
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the ſame Holy Ghoſt, and therefore muſt all have 
the ſame Meaning; that is, I ſuppoſe, they muſt 
all underſtand the Term Mefliah in the ſame Senſe, 
wviz.. as ſignifying preciſely every one of thoſe Do- 
&riness Many Remarks might be made on this 
Occaſion. T will only obſerve, x. That the Suppo- 
ſition is perfe&tly precarious , without any war- 
rant . at all from Scripture. Several of theſe 
Dodrines might be propounded as very proper 
Inducements, to believe Jeſus to be the Mefltah, 
but that is not the Point in Diſcourſe, but whether 
the Term Mefliah did with the Apoſtles, ſignify 
juſt fach a ſet of Dodrines. 2. The Holy Ghoſt 
was not given to the Apoſtles to teach them the 
Meaning of the Term Mefhah, for they underſtood 
it very well before ; nor did they in preaching to 
the Jews, uſe the Term Mefliah, in a Senſe they 
never heard of before, and which would therefore. 
need a particular Explanation ; but as a Term 1o 
common and fo diſtintly underſtood amongſt 
them, as the Term in any Nation is commonly un- 
derſtood by the Inhabitants, 'which expreſſeth, and 
Ggnifieth their Supream Governour. All the Apo- 
ſtles underſtood the Term Mefiiah in the ſame 
Senſe, and uſed it in the ſame Senſe, in which 
thoſe who heard them did commonly underſtand 
it. Their Buſineſs was not to preach and explain 
New "Terms, nor to tack New Meanings unto 
Old Terms. 3. In their preaching to Unbelie- 
vers they inſiſted on ſuch Confiderations as were 
molt proper to convince them, that Jeſus was the 
Meſfliah , according to the known and common 
Meaning of the:Term, and not ſuch as did imme- 
diately prove the Truth of a certain Number of 
New Do&trines, which they were Strangers to, 
_ and 
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and which muſt make up a New Senſe for an An- 
cient Word. 4. We have good Warrant from 'the 
Scripture to believe that the Apoſtles were not in- 
ſtructed at once, but gradually, in the. Dodrines 
concerning Jeſus, which are delivered in the feve- 
ral Parts of Scripture, and therefore they. could 
not mean every one of theſe Do&rines, conſtant- 
 Iy, by the Term Meſfiah, for they could not ac- 
quaint their Hearers at firſt, with any more of 
theſe Doctrines, than they were at that time in- 
ſtructed in, and if they added more: Dodtrines 
when they were inſtructed in more, as the Senſe in 
which they .underſtood the Term Mefliah, they 
uſed it then in a New Senſe and Meaning. It may 
be faid, but now we have a full Account in the 
Scripture, of the full Meaning in which the Term 
Mefliah is to be uſed, and confequently what is to 
be underſtood by believing Jeſus to. be the Meffiah, 
taking the Term Mefltah, to ſignify every one 
of the Dodrines delivered in the Scripture con- 
cerning Jeſus, and therefore theſe are to be col- 
lected out of the Scripture, and Perſons muit now 

_ explicitely believe every one of them, in order to 
their believing Jeſus to be the Meſias, in the full 
Senſe given of it in' Scripture. * *Tis very true, all 
the Doctrines we are to believe concerning Jeſus, 
are ſet down in the Scripture. But it may be ask'd, 
ſeeing all theſe Do&rines are not ſet down in any 
one place of Scripture together, for this End, to 
whom is the Office of colle&ing them for this pur- 
poſe committed ? And what aſlurance ſhall People 
have, if uninſpired Men may undertake it, that 
their ColleRion is compleat ? For if any one Paſl- 
ſage be omitted, diſtin&t from what ſhall be in the 
ColleRion, thole who ſhall believe every _ - 
2 | TNOICG 
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thoſe Articles which ſhall be propoſed to them, 
will not |believe that Jeſus is the Meflias, in the full 
Senſe. given of that Term in Scripture, and there- | 
fore, according. to this Notion, will not be Chri- 
ſtians. Ic may farther be enquired, whether thoſe 
who ſhall believe ' explicitely every one of theſe 
Dodtrines, will be obliged to endeavour to know 
and believe any more Dodarines ? If the Anſwer be 
No, then either theſe are all Dod&rines which are 
delivered in Scripture, or there are ſome Dodrines 
taught in the Scripture, which Chriſtians are not 
obliged to endeavour to know, though they have 
Opportunity to: underſtand them , or to believe 
them, though they do know them. If the Anſwer 
be, Yes, .it may. be asked, - how that comes about ? 
Perhaps it will be ſaid, becauſe amongſt the Dos 
 rines before ſpoken of, this is one, That Jeſus is 
our King, and therefore to teſtify our Submiffion 
and Obedience to him, we are to endeavour to 
know and believe other Doctrines. This indeed is 
a way whereby they may acquire ſome aſſurance 
to themſelves, and give Evidence and Proof to o- 
thers, that they believe Jeſus to be their King, but 
not (according to the Notion we are now diſcour- 
ſing of) chat they believe him to be the Meſfliah, 
or that they are Chriſtians. How comes it to paſs, 
that ſeeing the explicite Belief of every one of the 
:other Doctrines is equally neceflary to make them 
"Chriſtians, with the Belief of this, only a part of 
that Faith which makes them Chriſtians, muſt ob- 
lige and govern them after they ' are Chriſtians ? 
Whence 1s it, . that ſome Dodrines delivered in 
Scripture, muſt be believed in Obedience to Jeſus, 
and others not, whilſt he is equally the Teacher of 
EST EF 7 © 
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This Author ſaith, That © Though-no more is - 
© ſer'down, A&#. 8. 37. but that the. Eunuch belie- 
© ved that Jeſus Qrriit is the Son of God, yet no 
* doubt the; + more implied: For Philip in- 
* ſtructed him 1: ins Chriſtian Religion,' from chat 
* Chapter of Tab, (vis. which the-Eunuch was 
* reading ) which Dodrines were, no doubt, re- 
* quired as abſolutely neceſſary to be believed. 
* Beſides, ſince Philip baptized him, no doubt but 
* he did it in that Form which Chriſt himſelf en- 
* joined, in the Natne of che Father, Son, and 
* Holy Ghoſt ; and then it will follow that the Be- 
*. hef and Confeflion of the Three Perſons was re- 

* quired, p. 77, 78. 

Anſw. It is not at all doubted, but there is ſome- 
thing abſolutely neceſſary to be believed by an Un= 
believer, in order to his becoming a Chriſtian, 
beſides that, the due believing whereof, doth con- 
ſticute him a Chriſtian. For a Man cannot believe 
a Propoſition to be true, without ſome Proof and 
Evidence that it is true. Now the enquiry is not 
what Arguments and Proofs are alffolutely necef[a- 
ry to be believed to bring a Man to the due Be- 
lief of what is ablolutely neceſſary to be believed 
to make him a Chriſtian. Thar is a Queſtion no 
Man can poflibly. determine, by afligning one in 
particular, or a preciſe Number. For the Argu- 
ments, Proofs, and Evidences are many and: vari- 
ous; and God has not limited himſelf co make 
, only one of them eife&tual, nor obliged himſelf 
that he will not give forth his Blefling, but with 
2 certain Number of them in conjunction. He 
that doth duly believe all that is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary ' to be believed to make Men Chriſtians, is a 
Chriſtian, whether he was brought to this Belief, 


by 
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by the Belief of more or fewer Arguments. There . 
are Truths co be believed antecedently to a Man's 
believing what is abſolutely neceſlary to be believed 
to make him a Chriſtian, and there are Truths to 
be believed by him after he is a Chriſtian, the due 
believing of which, are Proofs and Evidences that 
he doth believe what is abſolutely neceſſary to be 
| believed ro make Men Chriſtians. But it 15 not 
the Belief of the one fort, or the other fort of 
theſs Truths, nor of both together, which 1s the 
Faith that conſtitutes Men Chri/t:zans ; but only the 
Belief of that, co which the Belief of thoſe other 
Truths, hath an Antecedent, or Conſequential 
Relation. How many Dodtrines the Eunuch was 
inſtructed in, or what thoſe Dodtrines were in 
parcicular, we cannot tell, becauſe they are not 
revealed to us; but what: it was, upon the belie- 
ving of which, he was owned for a Chriſtian, and 
Baptized, is expreſly declared, and we have Rea- 
ſon to believe, that it the explicite Belief of more 
Articles had been required of him, as abſolutely 
neceſſary to make him a Chriſtian, they would 
have been ſet down and expreſſed in his Confefl- 
on. I think allo, it is more than probable that the 
Eunuch was baptized mm the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Gho#i, unleſs it can be praved, that 
that Form was in thoſe Days confined, or appropre 
ated to the Apoſtles, who were intruſted with con- 
ferring the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt: 
Whatever Articles the Eunuch did explicitely be- 
leve at preſent, he was by believing eſs to be 
the M:/zab, obliged to endeavour to know expli- 
citely and believe az many more as he could, both 
concerning the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gho#t, 
even all that was, or ſhould be revealed concerning 
them, 
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them, which I think reaches the whole extent of 
the New Teſtament. _ 

In p. 78, &c. This Author undertakes * To 
© ſhew that the Goſpels and Acts are dire&tly op- - 
* poſite co our Author's Scheme of Doftrine, and 
© this he will do by ſhewing, they do require much 
* more to be believed concerning our Saviour, than 
* barely that he was the Meſliah. 

Here this Author proves very well, and learned.- 
ly the Divinicy of our Bleſſed Saviour, and on thar 
Account we cannot fet too high a value on his 
Book. He alſo mentions ſome other Dodtrines, 
| very clearly delivered in the Goſpels and Acts. Bue 
the Reaſon why he offers cheſe things in Oppoſiti- 
on to the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 8&c, I ſup- _ 
poſe, was his miſtaking the Deſign of that Trea- 
tiſe. The Author of the Reaſonableneſs, 8c. did 
not propoſe to enquire how many Dodtrines are 
delivered in the Goſpels and Acts, concerning our 
Saviour, but what Chriſt and his Apoſtles did re- 
quire, as abſolutely neceſſary to be explicitely be- 
lieved to make Men Chriſtians. Reckon up there- 
fore as many Articles as you pleaſe, which are 
clearly and exprefly taught in the Golpels and 
Ads, yea, in all the New Teſtament, chis will 
not affet, or make any thing againſt the Reaſon= 
 ableneſs of Chriftianity, 8c. unleſs withal you prove 
thac ous or his Apoſtles, required the explicite 
Belief of all, or ſome of them, which are dj- 
ſtin& from this, that he is rhe Meſſiah whom we are © 
| _ to take for our Lord and King, to make Men 

Chriſtians. 

| Whereas this Author faith, © That the moſt 
* Learned amongit che Jews did appropriate the 
_* Title av, co their expected Meſliah, and alſo 
| * be- 
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believed he ſhould be God. So that this may be 
© a very good Reaſon for our Saviour, and his A- 
« poſtles requiring no more to be believed in their 
* preachings amongſt the Jews, than that Jeſus was 
© the Mefftah, ſince if they once firmly believed 
© that they muſt neceſſarily believe him to be God, 
* Þ. 78, 79- a 

I ſhall only obſerve, x. That the Senſe of the 
Term Meſjiab is here acknowledged to be: very 
different, trom what this Author has before decla- 
red the Apoſtles meanc by it. 
2. That here is no Suppoſition that the People | 
did not know what was meant by Meſjab, and T 
therefore muſt have it either interpreted or explain=- 
_ ed to them, but an Acknowledgment that our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles did uſe the Term, according 
to the familiar and commonly known meaning of 
it amongſt the Jews. 

3. That ſuppoſing the Jews did generally be. 
lieve the Meſſiah ſhould be God, yet they muſt be- 
lieve that Jeſus of Nazareth was the Meſſiab, be» 
fore they could believe him to be? God. And it be- | 
ing this only, that he was the Mefliah, which was 
propounded to be believed to make them Chri- 
ftians, it muſt be a right believing of this, that did 
make them Chriſtians; how near a Conne&ion 
loever their believing any ching elſe, which they 
knew and believed concerning him who ſhould be 
the Meſſiah, might have with their believing Jeſus 
to be the Mefliah. Suppoſing they did generally 
believe that their expe&ted Mefliah ſhould be God, 
yet thoſe who believed other Perſons to be the 
Mefhah , and conſequently believed them to be 
God too, were not Chriſtians. So that it was 
not the believing a Perſon to be the Mefliah , 

nor 
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nor a believing that Perſon to be God 5 that 
made. People Chriſtians, but a believing b;» to 
be the Meſſiah, who really was the Meſſah. 

© But as we are obliged to know who was the 
© Author of our Being, ſo alſo muſt it be equally 
© a Crime not to know clearly, who, and what he 
_ © was, that could be the Author of our Salyation, 

c g7. | 
£> anſwer to this, I ſhall only ſay, That we are 

obliged to endeavour to know as much as we can, 
of that God, who is the Author of our Being. 
This holds grue as to all Men, and fo Chriſtians 
are obliged to endeavour to know as much as they 
can of him, who is the Author of their Salvation. 
It is a Crime to be wilfuly Ignorant of any thing, 
that is revealed of him who is the Author of our 
. Lalvation. | > ( 

© There could be no Reaſon (faith this Author) 
* for the defending his Divinity (viz. our Saviour's) 
* with fo much Care and Concern (as St. Foby 
© did defend it) if ic was not abſolutely neceſla- 
© ry to be believed to make a Man a Chriſtian, or 
© if there was no Danger in believing him to be 
* only Man, p. 87. 

Anſw. 1. The Reaſon we have to defend Divine 
Truths, when oppoſed and denied by Perſons, is 
not to be taken barely from the End for which 
they are to be-believed, but alſo from their Nature, 
viz. becauſe they are Divine Truths, and therefore 
Truths to be believed, and which may by no means 
be denied. 

2. He that believes Jeſus to be the Mefliah, 
does not therein believe him to be only Man ; he 
believes him to be Man , but not only Man; for 
that is not propos'd to his Belief, when it is rope 

| & 


2 | x2xz ) 

ſed to him, to believe that Jeſus is the Meſſiah. 
And by believing him to be the Meffiah, he obli- 
ges himſelf to believe whatſoever he ſhall attain to 
know is revealed concerning him. 

< Believing in Chriſt (faich this Author) if it 
© mean any thing, muſt be interpreted of every 
thing that Scripture has required to be believed 
© concerning him. So that this we may be cercain 
© is a Fundamental, that as Chriſt is the Author 
© of our Salvation ; So that Revelation is the juſt 
- 
e 
ef 


Meaſore of our belief in him, and that we 
muſt not believe either more or leſs of him, than 
we are warranted by Scripture, p. 92. 

Avr{w. Revelation is the juſt Meaſure of what 
we are to believe concerning Chriſt, So that a 
Chriſtian, let his Advances in Knowledge be ever 
fo great, muſt not believe any thing concerning 
him, but what he is warranted, or at leaſt appre- 
hends upon mature Conſideration, he is warranted 
by Scripture. \ But that a Man cannot be a Chri- 
{tian till he doth explicitely believe every thing 
the Scripture doth warrant People to believe con- 
cerning Chriſt, is a Notion the Scripture doth not 
any where warrant. Were this Notion true, no 
Man can be a Chriſtian, whoſe Knowledge of e- 
very thing relating to Chriſt, is not every way 
equal to that, of the moſt learned, ſagacious, and 
underſtanding Perſon, in the whole Chriſtian 
World, or that ever was, or ever will be in the 
World. Nay, according to this Notion, it may 
be juſtly queſtioned, whether ever there was a 
Chriſtian ſince the Apoſtles Days. For there may 
be: Ground to queſtion, whether any uninſpired 
Man did, or will attain to a juſt and adequate 
Know- 
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Knowledge of every thing the Scripture doth re: 
yeal concerning Chriſt. 

© But it will probably be obje&ed ( faith this 
* Author). to all chis, that though it is granted, 

* that there are ſeveral Articles to be believed by 
thole who are throughly Chriſtians, yet there 
was no more required by our Saviour himſelf, 
or his Apoſtles, to make a Man a Chriſtian, or 

in order to his Admiſſion into Chriſtianity, than 
the believing Jeſus to be the Mefliah, and that 
this is all which the Author of :he Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriftianity, &C. contends for. -- 
The Objection is not propoſed in its full weight, 
but that I need not inſiſt on,. for if the Anſwer 
reach it,as it is here laid down, it will ſerve the turn. 
© In anſwer to this (faith this Author) ic may be 
© obſerved, Firſt, That the forementioned Articles, 
T as well as others that might be named, are of the 
* ſame Nature with that one Article of believing 
© Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, and are a Repetition of 
© it in all its Branches, p. 92, 93. 

_ Anſw. This Anſwer is not at all ſatisfaQory, be- 
cauſe it is wholly concerning another matter, than 
that treated of in the Objection. The Objection is 
concerning what our Saviour and his Apoſtles have 
required to be believed to make Men Chriſtians. 
The Anſwer is concerning the Nature of Articles. 
Moreover, it is not eaſy to underſtand what is 
meant here, by ſeveral diſtin& Articles being of the 
ſame Nature with this, That Jeſus is the Mc}ab. 
This Author hath formerly diſtinguiſhed betwixe the 
Nature of ſeveral Dodrines, and their being Di- _ 
vine Revelations. Now, conſider ſeveral particu-- 

lar Do&rines ſingly in themſelves, and abſtractedly 


icom their being Divine Revelations, they are We 
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of the ſame Nature one with atiother, how cat 
they then be every one of the ſame Nature with 
this, that Jeſus is the Mefliah ? I agree with this 


Author, that a Perſon's believing explicitely cer- 


tain particular Do&rines Jeſus hath taught, for this 
Reaſon, becauſe he knows, that Jeſus who is the 
Meflias, hath taught them, is a Repetition of his 
Belief of that Article, the Ground and Reaſon of 
his believing every one of the other DoCctrines. 


"But if his believing "certain particular Dodrines, 
be but a Repetition of his believing that Jeſus is 


the. Mefliab, how can the repeated, or rather l- 
mited exerciſe of that Belief, as to particular 


Branches or Doctrines, make Men Chriſtians, if 
the due believing Jeſus to be the Mefftah, do not 


conſtitute Men Chriſtians? Beſides, the Reaſon of 
our believing Jeſus co be the Mefftab, is quite dit- 
ferent from the Reaſon why we believe theſe parti- 
cular Articles. 


* Bur Secondly, there was more required even. 
© to: make a Man a Chriſtian, than the Belief of 
© Jeſus being the Meſſiah ; for our Saviour himſelf 
© required the believing in the whole Trinity : 
© For this was the Commandment which our Sa- 
viour gave his Diſciples, That they ſhould teach all _ 


BY 


© Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Gho#Z. z. e. They 
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 Anſwv. The command was to Diſciple all Nations; 
that is, not firſt inſtru& them in the particular Do- 
&rines thoſe who believe Jeſus to be the Mefiah, 
muſt believe upon his Authoricy, when they know 
he hath taught them, but by propounding ſuch 

" Con- 


ſhould firſt inſtruct them in whom they were to 
believe, and then baptize them into that Faith, 


(185). 

Conſiderations and Arguments as are moſt proper 
to convince and ſatisfy them that Jeſus is the Meſ 
| fiah, bring them to own him to be Meſfliah, fo as 
to take him for their King and Ruler, by engagin 
themſelves without any Reſervation tolearn of, an 
obey him. And then they were to baptize them 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
afcer which, they were to teach them the Particu- 
lars they were to believe and do, by Virtue of their 
having taken him to be their Lord, which Particu- 
lars comprehend the whole Revelation Chriſt hath 
', made, concerning the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. That is, the whole Doctrine delivered in 
the New Teſtament. | 
| In p. 95. This Author faith, He will © Examine 
* the Realonableneſs of that Article of Faith, the 

© Author of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtiamty, &c. 
© hath infiſted on, and ſet down in the largeſt 
{© ns, f. 3ot. 

| What this Author means by the Reaſonableheſs 
, of that Article, is not very plain, I ſuppoſe he 

| doth not mean, that he will examine whether itis 
| reaſonable a Man ſhould believe that Article. 11 * 
| he means the Reaſon why that Author hath decla- 
| Ted, That this is the only Article abſolutely neceſ- - 

| fary to be explicitely believed; by thoſe who' be- 

' lieve in the True God, to make'them Chriitians, 
| that Reaſon is clearly this, becauſe our Saviour and 
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his Apoſtles have not required the explicite Beliet 
of any other Article bue this, for that purpoſe. 
Yet becauſe the Author of rhe Reaſonableneſs, &c. 
obſerved, Thet the Almerciful God ſeems herein to 
bave conſulted the Poor of the World, and the Bulk of 
| Aankina, 


I 2 This 


C6} . 

This Author, * For a clearer Exatnination of 
* this, propoſeth certain things to be conſidered. | 
© Fjr#}, ſuppoſing God. either had, or ſhould re- 
© yeal any thing to Mankind, and make the Belief 
© of it a Condition of Salvation, which the Rea- 
© ſon of Man could not comprehend, and we had 
© all the Evidence the thing was capable of, that 
© the Revelation proceeded from God, would this 
* Incomprehenſibleneſs of it, be a ſufficient Plea tor 
* our rejecting it ? 

Anſw. No : But 1. There is a great difference 
berwixe an Article's being abſolutely neceſlary to |, 
be explicicely believed to Salvation, and an Article's 
being abſolutely neceſſary 'to be explicitely belie- 
ved, when known, by Reaſon of a Perſon's belie- 
ving what is abſolutely neceſſary to be explicitely 
believed to Salvation. The Difference is as great 
as betwixt an abſolute Neceſflicy, and a conditional 
Neceflity, There are Articles which the Reaſon 
of Man cannot comprehend, the Belief of which 
is neceſſary to thole who know Chriſt hath taught 
them, yet the explicite Beliei of rhem is not made 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. Nor can the ex- 
plicite Belief of any Number of particular Do- 
Ctrines taught in the, New Teſtament, be properly 
Jaid to be the Condition of Salvation ; for if it 
could, he who ſhould explicitely believe them al}, 
could not be obliged to believe one more. The 
Condition of Salvation, Now, is believing Jeſus |. 
to be the Meffiah, ſoas to take him without Excep- .| , 
tion or Limitation tobe our Lord and King. And | 
hereby we are obliged to believe-as many Doctrines 
as we can attain to know he hath taught. So | 
.that a true Chriſtian never believes ſo many Do- 
_ctrines, but he is fill under the ſame Obligation 
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to believe more, when he attains to know more, 
and that Chriſt hath taught them. Ir is in Matters 
of Faith as in Matters of Practice, let a Man do e- 
ver ſo many things which Chriſt commands, if he 
obſtinately allow himſelf in the wilful Violation of 
any one Command he knows Chriſt hath enjoyned 
him, he 1s not a ſincere Chriſtian. So let a Man 
believe ever ſo many Articles, if he obſtinately re- 
fuſe to aſſent to any one Article, he knows Chriſt 
hath taught, he is not a true Chriſtian, His obſti- 
nate, wilful Refuſal to believe that one Article, is 
a plain Demonſtration he hath not that Faith, which 
is tbe Condition of Salvation; and that the Aſſext he 
gives to thoſe other Doctrines, hath ſome other Ori- 
ginal, A ſincere Chriſtian's believing particular 


_ Dodtrines when known, is the genuine and neceſ- 


ſary Fruit and Effet of that Faith, which is the 
Condition of Salvation. Theſe ARs of Faith, are 
but a partial, limited exerting of that Faith which 
made him a Chriſtian, and is the Condition of 


| Salvation , in ſuch Proportion as his explicite 
Knowledge doth reach, attended with a prompt- 


ne and readineſs to extend it ' further, as he ſhall 
attain to know more of his Lord's Mind. This 
true and ſincere believing Jeſus to be the Chriſt, 
'fo as to take him for our Lord and King, is the 
Faith which is the Condition: of Salvation. And 
hence it is, that this Faith doth avail, and is effe- 


| &tual to the Salvation of them, who are Honeſt, 
| and Cordial, notwithſtanding they happen to be 


ever ſo much beneath others in natural and acqui- 
red Accompliſhments. 
2. Should God now revealany more Articles as 


| abſolutely neceſlary to be explicitely believed to 
| >alyation, than what Chriſt and his Apoſtles de- 
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livered as abſolutely neceſſary to be explicitely be- 
lieved to Salvation, whether the Reaſon of Man 
could comprehend them or not, they would alter, 
and make a New Covenant. 

3. If the Author of the Reaſonableneſs, 8c. had 
of his own Head declared that no Article is neceſ- 
ſary to be explicitely believed to make Men Chri- 
ftians, but this, That Feſws is the Meſſiah, and for 
this Reaſon, becauſe God could not reaſonably re- 
quire the Belief of any Article, as abſolutely ne- 
ceſfary to Salvation, but what illiterate and labour- 
ing Men can comprehend, there would have been 
Juit Ground to examine and contradict what he | 
had ſai. For this had been an intruding on God's 
Right and Prerogative, and a prelumptuous preſcri- 
bing to him. - 

But 4. The Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. 
doth expreſly declare, that what is the Faith God 
will accept, depends wholly on his good Pleaſure, þ. 298. 
So that he might have made the Belief of Articles, 
which the Reaſon of Man cannot comprehend, ab- 
{olutely neceflary to Salvation. | 

5. The Author of 'zbe Reaſonableneſs, 8c. did 
ſearch the Scriptures, to find what are the Articles, 
the Belief of which God hath made abſolutely ne- 
ceilary to Salvation, and he hath given a full Ac- 
count of what he found there concerning this 
Matter. OT. 

6. It is an eminent Demonſtration of the Con- } 
delicention and Goodneſs of God towards Man, | 
that whereas he might have made the explicite ] 


Belief of incomprehenſible Articles, abſolutely ne- | 


ceſlary to Salvation, he hath not made the expli- | 
cite Beliei of any, but that plain and intelligible | 
Propoſition, the Author of ihe Reaſonableneſfs, VG Þ 
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Hath ſet down as abſolutely. neceflary to Salvation: 
This Diſcovery of the Divine Condeſcention and 
Goodneſs, ought to be taken Notice of, by thoſe 
who have a Senſe of it ; and the Refle&ion the 
Author of rhe Reaſonableneſs, 8c. hath made on 
this Occaſion, is fo pertinent and fo pious, I do a 
lictle wonder that Pious and Good Men, can pre- 
vail with themſelves, to make invidious Animad- 
verſions upon 1t. | 

* But Secondly, Why all this Concern for the 
© literate, and Men of weak Capacities, as though 
© it would be ſo very prejudicial to them, ro be ob- 
: lIiged to believe what they cannot comprehend 2 
_ Þ. 96. i : = 

JM If God is pleafed to ſhew his Concern for 
the illiterate, and Men of weak Capacities, it is 
very fit that Writers and Good Men ſhould take 
Notice of it. And though we are obliged to be- 
lieve explicitely whatſoever we ſhall attain to know 
God hath revealed, bs matters diſcourſed of ever 
fo much above our Comprehenſion ; yet it may 
be very prejudicial to the illiterate Men, and ſome 
Offence againſt Jeſus Chriſt, to require of them the 
Belief of Articles they canaot comprehend, as ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary to cheir Salvation, when Jeſus 
Chriſt doth not require the explicite Belief of any 
ſach Articles, as abſolutely neceſſary to that Pur- 
pole ; anid more particularly becauſe it is a Sub- 
jetipg their Faith to ſome other Authority than 
his, who istheir only Lord. 
" © For the Miſteries of Religion, which are in- 
* comprehenſible, are equally fo to all, p. 96. 

Very true; But ſome learned Men can ſay a 
great many things, whether they underſtand 

What they ſay, or not, NOIR the Ma aug 
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(120) 
of Religion, which illiterate Men cannot compre- 
' hend. And their Authority may as. well oblige 
them to believe their incomprehenſible fn : 

Y 


as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, as Myſteries, 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath not made abſolutely necel- 
ſary to that purpoſe. 
© But Jaſtly, fince our Author is of Opinion, 
that it would be very advantageous to Mankind 
in general, to have only ſuch a Religion as is 
very caly to be underſtood by all forts of Mer, 
we ought to conſider how very intelligible his 
Rule of Faith is, it compared with that of our 
Church, and how agreeable his one Article is, 
to the Comprehenſion of Vulgar Capacities , 
. 98. | 
+” 4 To this, the Author of the Reaſonableneſs, 
&c. hath given a very full Reply (I think) in theſe 
Words: He ſhould have remembred that 1 ſpeak not 
of all the Do&rines of Chriſtianity, nor all that is 
publiſhed to the World in it ; but of thoſe Truths only 
which are abſolutely required to be believed to make any 
one a Chriſtian, &c. Firſt Vindication of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs, &c. p. 30. 
* Here I expected fome Diſcovery, that our 
Church had taught ſomewhat contrary, or exceed- 
ingly different, couching this Matter, from what 
is delivered in the Reaſonableneſs, 8c. concerning 
It. But that Compariſon is not purſued. I ſhall 
therefore ſay no more,but that our Church doth re- 
_ quire the explicite Belief ' of all that Chriſt and 
- His Apoſtles have made (abſolutely neceſſary to be 
| believed to make Men Chriſtians, and preſſes to 
a ſerious, diligent care, and endeavour to under- - 
Ttand as much as may be, of what Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have taught, without” limiting People 
” | __ co 


_ 

c 
. 
3 
e 
c 
C 
£ 


(298 } 
to a preciſe Number of Articles, beyond which 
they muſt not dare to ſtir ; and if ſhe had not done 


ſo, I ſhould not have that high Eſteem for her, T 


moſt juſtly have. 

© This Author beitows his 99th Page; and moſt 
© of the Two following Pages in ſhewing that 
© this Propoſition, Teſas is tbe Meſſiah, is not ealy 
* to be underſjood. 


I will not undertake to declare what his Deſign 


15, in this, I ſuppoſe he doth not make a Queſtion, 
whether the Belief of that Propoſition, is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to make Men Chriſtians, and therefore 
that it muſt be underſtood. For he contends, That 
thereare many more Propoſitions,together with this, 
equally neceſſary to be explicitely known and belie- 
ved to make MenChriſtians.So chat he doth:not ex- 
clude, but acknowledge that the Belief of this Pro- 
poſition is abſolutely necellary. Now this Propo- 
ſition is alike eaſy to be underſtood, whether the 
due believing of it, doth make a Man a Chriſtian, 
or the explicite believing of a great many more Pro- 
poſitions together with ic, be abſolutely neceſſary to 
 makea Man a Chriſtian, For I ſuppoſe ic will not 


be denied, that it is as eaſy to underſtand this one - 


Propoſition, ſtanding alone, as to underſtand this 
ſame Propoſition when it is joined with a great ma- 
ny others which are alſo to be believed. The ma- 


king the explicite Belief of more Propoſitions di- 


ſtin& from this, that Jeſus is che Meſfitah, abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, together with the explicite Belief of 
it, to make Men Chriſtians, doth not make 'that 
Propoſition more eaſy to be underſtood, than it 
would be, if the explicite Belief of thoſe other Pro- 
poſitions were not made abſolutely neceſſary to make 
- Men Chriſtians. ths 
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zofition is not eaſy: to. be underſtood, is by ſappo- 
ing, an inquiſitive, labouring, litera'e Man, who 
ws many things which are delivered in the New 
Feltamenc, and who underſtands what it is for 
Rooks to be Divinely inſpired , but is ignorant what is 
meant by a Saviour, asking {everal Queſtions con- 
cerning this Propoſition 3 and another much more 
Fenorant than him, anſwering to every one of theſe 
Queltions. I neither like the Queſtions, nor the 
Anſwers, as they are ſet down in theſe Pages, there- 


bu 5 


fore I ſhall only obſerve 


x. That whoever will repiy direaly to an im- 
pertinent Queſtion, muſt unavoidably give an im- 
pertinent Anſwer. Wherefore when Queſtions are 
not rightly propounded, he:thac purs them, muſt 
be made ſenſible of his Miſtakes, and afliſted to 
form them aright. 


2. That if, a Perſon is Inquiſitive concerning the - 
Senſe of this Propaſition, That Jeſus is the Chriſt, 


or,only Saviour of Sinners, and doth acknowledge 
the true Gad, make him but throughly ſenſible of 
his own . Sin and Guilt,” and he will then eaſily 
underſtand what is meant by a Saviour. Then his 


Inquiries will be, how he may be ſatisfied that the 


_ Perſon diſcourſedof, is by God's Appointment, the 


only Saviour of Sinners? and on what Terms he 
may with good warrant expect Salvation from him? 
To which Queſtions there are very proper, clear, 
and plain Anſwers to begiven.  ' © 
' 3- Moſt of the Queſtions propoſed in this Au- 
thor's Pages, when rightly formed, muſt have ſuch 
Anſwers madeto them, as Chriſt doth authorize us 
in the Scriptures, to. give to them. But whar En: 


tertainment can you expect his Anſwers will 
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Author takes to ſhew-that this Pro- 
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with them, who arg not tru y convinced, and © 
therefore do not really believe he is the Mefliah: I 
Canvince ygur Queriſt, though raughly, of chat, ? 
viz. That Jeſus is the Chriſt or Mefhiah, fo that he 
does truly receive him. to be his Lord and King, 
and then you will find him In a fair way, and very 
well diſpoſed to receive Satisfaction, when you + 
make him perceive that your Anſwers to his Que- 
ſtions, are the very ſame which Chriſt himſelf 
has given to them, or ſuch as he doth, warrant 
you to offer for Peoples Satisfaction in thoſe 
Caſes. 

This Author concludes his Book with obſerving, 
That thoſe Parts of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtia- 
nity, &c. which- treat of the Neceſſity of Revelation, 
the Conditions of Repentance, Good Works, 8ZC. ſeems 
fo carry an fir of Piety along with them, and to be 
writ with ſuch Strength of Judgment, as may be ſup- . 
poſed that the Author had thought more upon them, 
than upon any other parts of that Treatiſe. 

| AsI think thoſe parts of the Reaſonableneſs of Chrs- 
ftianity, &c. here approved by this Author, have 
A very pious Reliſh, and are writ with a Strength, 
Vivacity, and Fineneſs,, very much: above what is 
common z;- fo I fully concur with this 7orthy An- 
thor, in all, or moſt of: the Points he hath treated 
of in his Book, which I have not made ſome Re-- 
mark on, in theſe Papers. I will conclude with 
taking Notice, that as we are very apt to Imagine 
a Perſon hath thought well on a Pointe, when he 
treats it to our liking; fo we are very prone to | 
fancy he is defective, or in an Error, when his 
- Dilcoutſe upon a Subject, is not ſuch as we. 

- Wovld have it to be. Yet the Miſtake may really 
- © bein our ſelves, and may: ariſe from our having 
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